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Powers and duties:

« Monitor: The impact of government services, policies and laws on children
« Investigate: Complaints about services and make recommendations

« Research: Policy or practice developments that affect child rights

« Educafe: Everyone on the laws, programmes and projects for children

« Lobby: Key decision makers on laws, policies and practices affecting
children

« Advise: Government on improvements to realise child rights

« Recommend:. A course of actfion to change law, policy, practice that
negatively affects children

o Child participatfion: Children should be involved in the work of the CC and
be able to inform the Commissioner of their rights, needs and interests.
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Child Government Monitors

The aims of the model are to:

» Ensure children are partners in the
development of the office

» Enable children to guide the Commissioner on
the rights, needs, and interests of children

» Provide opportunities for children to render
input into the Office.




Methods of
recruitment

- Self-nominate

- Child rights organisations

- Organisations working with
children

- Elected during a community
child rights workshop

- Under 18 yrs

- Consent
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Advisory Councll

1. child rights advocate

2. being committed to the institution
building

3. apply their special skills and talents in
the group

4. representing the Child Government
Monitors Group in other forums e.g.
webinars, conferences
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Approach to engagements

» WhatsApp group
» Noft included:
Monitors in State Care
Monitors sharing a phone
» Weekly 2 hr discussion sessions

» Child rights, governance, social justice
issues, and self-care.

» Updates of the office and opportunities
for parficipation
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discrimination
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#littlevoicesMUSTcount #kleinstemmetjiesMOETsaakmaak
#amazwiamancinciMAKAVAKALE

Protect and

promote children’s
rights

CGMs involved in selecting the logo.

« CGMS developed the hashtags
conveying our mission statement

#littlevoicesMUSTcount
e CGMs are the brand ambassadors
« CGMs are involved in staff interviews

« First audience of official reports

#littlevoicesMUSTcount
ftkleinstemmetjiesMOETsaakmaak
#amazwiamancinciMAKAVAKALE

www.westerncape.gov.za/childrens-commissioner
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CGM’'s top 3 achievements

o« Presenting in the first ever closed oral
hearings session for children and youth in
National Parliament on 14 May 2021.

« Being involved as monitors and advisors in
the first Western Cape Commissioner for
Children’s office.

o Exercising their freedom of speech and
expressing their views to society.



Conﬁhissioner
for Children

Lessons learnt from CGM

 Online platforms provide for
broad communication

« Innovative activities

« Children preferred fun and
eqasy

« Adults still require preparation

for child participation.



Meet the Child Government Monitors

Aimee Alessio Vimbai




Community Child
Rights Workshops

The aim of this model is

""ro:

Share the mandate

Advocate with parents,
primary caregivers and
stakeholders

- Monitor services

provided to children by
government
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Approach to eﬂgdgememg

- x Planning

« Work with local government officials
within municipalities

« Contextual information

« Introductions to local stakeholders

« Assist with developing an itinerary for
the visit

« Consent forms

Workshops

Produce a report
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Bergrivier & Matzikama

>

Children, parents, and
service providers

Community safety mapping

Recommendations for
service improvements

Child Government Monitors

Hessequa

Children and service
providers

Dreams and worries

Recommendations for
service improvements

Child Government Monitors
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Reflections - 2020 pilot
in West Coast District
» Findings are shared with o
Heads of Departments in ;
the Western Cape

Province

» Report of the findings

» Each department
addresses the concerns
highlighted in the report

#littlevoicesMUSTcount
OETsaak k




A success story:
Ruan’s journey of
activism
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Lessons Learnt

« Engaging directly with
both adult community
stakeholders and children
models a child rights
approach

« Providing children with an
opportunity to feed into
governance affirms them
Qs active citizens.




Commissioner
for Children

Contact details R

Commissioner for Children
Christina Nomdo

(+27) 83 7767 067

Childrens.commissioner@wccc.gov.za

@ ©@ChildCommWC

f Childrens Commissioner WC
www.westerncape.gov.za/childrens-commissioner/

Tessa Goldschmidt
Children’s Commissioner Officer - |

Tessa.Goldschmidt@westerncape.gov.za



