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Introduction

Although children’s rights are an integral parhoiman rights,
these issues require special attention and protecti

It is observed that children gradually transforomfrobjects of
human rights to independent subjects of this figd, well as
provision of children’s interests become priorggue for families
and state policy.

Taking into consideration these principles, the D@tlaration
on the Rights of the Child of 1959 and the UN Cartva on the
Rights of the Child of 1989, serving as basic doents in the
development of international and national legisiaton children’s
rights protection, were adopted.

As a result of social, economic and legal reformsated and
implemented within the country in recent years, phatection of
human rights, including children’s rights has beeoam integral
part of the state policy. Ensuring the protectibthese rights on a
state level, a number of important laws and stabgnams were
adopted and are being successfully implemented.

In consequence of legal reforms, a new institutiothe
Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of thpuRkc
of Azerbaijan, was established.

In order to ensure more reliable implementatiorctafdren’s
rights, coordinate efforts of concerned local antkemational
institutions, and pay more attention to childrermasdl as on the
occasion of the B0and 28" anniversaries of the above-mentioned
Declaration and Convention, correspondingly, then@ussioner
for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of rhagan
addressed the country’s President with a propoesahhounce the
year 2009 as a “Child Year”.

Thus, in accordance with the Decree of the Presidéthe
Republic of Azerbaijan No0.103 dated December 22)82Ghe
year of 2009 was announced as the “Child Year”. The
Ombudsman submitted proposals on various areasdiagahe
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Action Plan which was developed for the fulfilmeot tasks
issued from above mentioned decree, reliable puotecof
children’s rights, and preference of their inter@ste Action Plan
was approved based on the Decree of the Presidernheo
Republic of Azerbaijan dated February 18, 2009.sTRian is
targeted at the reliable protection of rights ohnhethree million
of children and solution of their fundamental peshk.

Upon the initiative of the Ombudsman, a numbemgbortant
activities were carried out in accordance withAlegon Plan. The
first specialized report based on generalizatiol€ommissioner
activities on children’s rights was developed andrsitted to the
Parliament, the Cabinet of Ministers, concerned isfiies,
Committees and other authorities in order to taleasuares on
proposals and recommendations aimed at furtherowegpnent of
the status of children. The ultimate goal of rewdparation is to
evaluate the state of provision of children’s rgjhtanalyse
legislation on children’s rights and current prabte restore
violated rights, provide information and proposatsprotection of
these rights and on prevention of their violati@s well as
demonstrate the works done and measures taken by th
Commissioner in this field.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child is thestmo
comprehensive and unique document among thoseextlopthis
field. Furthermore, the main distinctive featuretlmt Convention
from other documents, including the Declarationtlos Rights of
the Child, is that it imposes legally binding olaligpn upon States
Parties. The Convention on the Rights of the Clsldhe most
ratified UN Convention with regard to the number Sfates
Parties. Almost all countries in the world (excép¢ USA and
Somalia) have ratified the Convention. This is wdence of high
importance attached by the world community to #sueé of the
protection of children’s rights.

Azerbaijan has also recognized the fundamentaktiples of
the Convention at the level of state policy andlengents as well
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as continuously improves them. The rights and assr of
children are protected bthe Constitution of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and are guaranteed on the state level.

| do believe that problems and recommendations on grotec
and promotion of children’s rights reflected in tteport will be
learned by the concerned state bodies and as # w#sjoint
collaboration and efforts of state bodies, intaomal institutions
and non-governmental organisations, cooperatinghfersake of
more reliable protection of children’s rights, #vasting problems
will be solved.

Professor Elmira Suleymanova
The Commissioner for Human Rights
(Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan



Legislation on Children’s Rights

Although the children’s rights are an integral pafthuman
rights, taking into consideration the fact thatldt@n are in need
of special care, in 1959 the UN Declaration on Rights of the
Child was adopted. It isorth mentioning that in 2009 the 50
anniversary of this Declaration was celebrated. c&irthe
document was of advisory nature, the necessitydopt@on of
legally binding document imposing obligation on Mmsm States
has emerged. After certain deliberations, in 198% UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) was mdd and
this year world community celebrates thé"2niversary of the
Convention.

Among all previously adopted documents in this sphthe
CRC is the first and most comprehensive documeatt équated
children’s rights to the norms of international lalvis the most
ratified UN Convention with regard to the number Sfates
Parties. Within a short period of time, all worlduatries, except
the USA and Somalia, have ratified the Conventidratvonce
more proves that world community attaches greatomapce to
the issue of the children’s rights protection.

Azerbaijan has implemented various reforms towards
application of acceded international treaties om photection of
children’s rights to national legislation.

The Republic of Azerbaijan joined a number of intgronal
treaties on children’s rights protection, includithge Convention
on the Rights of the Child in 1992, its Optionab®®cols in 2002,
ILO “Minimum Age (Agriculture) Convention”, “Minimm Age
(Trimmers and Stockers) Convention”, “Medical Exaation of
Young Persons (Seafarer) Convention”, “Minimum Agea)
Convention”, “Minimum Age (Industry) Convention”Minimum
Age (Non-Industrial Employment)”, “Medical Examimat of
Young Persons (Industry) Convention”, “Medical Exaation of
Young Persons (Non-Industrial Occupations)”, “Nightork of
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Young Persons (Non-Industrial Occupation) ConveritiéNight
Work of Young Persons (Industry) Convention”, andrdpean
Convention on “Legal Status of Children Born OutVidédlock”
of October 5, 1975. The adoption of these documgatse an
impetus to the improvement of relevant field of ioadl
legislation.

The rights and interests of children are also ptete by the
Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan (Artisld2, 17, 25,
27, 42 and etc.) and are guaranteed by the statacdordance
with the international treaties on children’s righprotection
joined by Azerbaijan, various legal reforms haveerbe
implemented in national legislation system.

Thus, on May 19, 1998, the Law of the Republic of
Azerbaijan “On the Rights of the Child” was adopt€dmplying
with the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijarthe
Declaration on the Rights of the Child, the Coni@mton the
Rights of the Child and other international legalms, this Law
defines the rights and freedoms of children, maingples of
state policy on children, tasks and responsibdlité state bodies,
other legal entities, and natural persons in thkl fof protection
of children’s rights in the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The Republic of Azerbaijan has acceded to a nundber
international agreements on combating the humdfickimg and
covering different aspects of this problem. Fotanse, the State
is signatory to the Convention on the Rights of @teld and its
Optional Protocol on Child Trafficking, Child Prastion and
Child Pornography. In addition, the Parliament haseady
ratified the UN Convention against Transnationalg&mized
Crime and its Optional Protocols.

The Labour Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan emgd the
provisions on recruitment of the juveniles, theght to rest, the
number of work hours, and the protection of thebdur.
Furthermore, the Family Code of the Republic of agan



includes articles on the rights and duties of cbitdtoward their
parents and of parents toward their children.

On March 18, 2009, as a resulttbé referendum carried out
for making amendments and changes into the Cotatitof the
Republic of Azerbaijan, the norms which are siguaifit for
provision of human rights, including children’'s itg, were
incorporated therein. Therefore, important provisioon state
protection of children without parents or guardiamsl children
deprived of parental care; involvement of childrerworks that
may cause threat to their lives, health, or mgraptohibition of
recruitment of children under the age of 15; ané Htate
supervision of implementation of children’s rightaere
incorporated into Article 17 of the Constitution.

The adoption of National Action Plan on Human Regliased
on the Decree of the President of the RepubliczdrBaijan dated
December 28, 2006, has provided strong impetusffiociemt
realization of children’s rights. This Action Pldnghlights the
importance of full implementation of obligationssénined in the
Convention on the Rights of the Child along withheat
Conventions and of provision of guarantee to fathpliance with
those documents.

The Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights othe
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Children’s Rights

One of the main directions of activities of the Goissioner
for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic of hagan is
to explore the situation on provision of childremights, protect
those rights, and restore violated rights. Siheevery beginning
of its activity, the Ombudsman has appointed ansadvn order
to provide protection and advocacy of children’'ghts and
coordinate the work on elimination of problems amdered by
children. It is worth mentioning that afterwards i€k of
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Commissioner’s Regional Centres were appointedoasdihators
on Children’s Rights.

The Commissioner conducts the analysis of compaint
concerning the violation of children’s rights arakés measures
on the restoration of those rights.

The problems of children, the protection of theghts and
legal interests, and educational works on childremjhts have
been in the centre of Ombudsman’s attention sineditst day of
establishment of this institution. In order to immlent the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Lafvtle
Republic of Azerbaijan on the Rights of the Chifdlao enhance
educational work on human rights, the Commissiqueed high
attention to legal awareness activities as well casducted
numerous events on the protection of children’atagSeminars,
training courses and other events targeted atrelmgarents, and
representatives of organisations dealing with caiidhave been
carried out for promotional purposes. The staffCoimmissioner
held a large number of training courses in varisesondary
schools, orphanages, and boarding schools of Baiky c
Moreover, public awareness activities were carrimat for
refugees and internally displaced children residmgemporary
camps and for minor offenders in the Correctiomattitution of
the Ministry of Justice.

The Ombudsman makes regular visits, especially patial
occasions, tawulnerable groups of population, including children
deprived of parental care, minor offenders anddakeinterest in
their conditions and problems.

Upon the initiative of the Ombudsman together wilie
Ministry of Education, Hierarchitluman RightsEducation Plan
on teaching of human rights, including the rightscbildren, at
secondary schools was prepared, approved and lisbsing
applied.

Since Azerbaijan ratified the Convention on theH&gof the
Child, the State has provided periodic reports o ¢onducted
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work, gained achievements, and problems existingisfield to
the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. Recandations
of Committee, dated January, 2006, on the lastrtgpovided by
Azerbaijani Government to the UN Committee on thghk of
the Child states: “The Committee recommends that $tate
Party, taking into account Committee’s General C@mirNo. 2
on the role of independent national human righgsitutions in the
promotion and protection of the rights of the dhihclude within
the Office of the Ombudsman either an identifiatenmissioner
specifically responsible for children’s rights, arspecific section
or division responsible for children’s rights. Fhetmore, it
should be provided with adequate human and finhnesmurces,
deal with complaints from children in a child-sén& and
expeditious manner and provide remedies for viotetiof their
rights under the Convention”.

Taking into account the above-mentioned recommenuabf
the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child subsittto
Azerbaijani Government in 2006, the same year, WitAncial
assistance of the UNICEF, the Child Rights Centrasw
established within the Commissioner. The Centre suggosed to
protect the rights of children, to analyse compkaioconcerning
children’s rights received by the Commissioner, nonitor
implementation of the UN Convention on the Rightshe Child
and national legislation, to prepare relevant nhesluand
programs on teaching of children’s rights by takingp account
age and sex factors, to strengthen public awaremreshildren’s
rights, to monitor information on violation of tlehildren’s rights
in mass media, to explore the cases of violencmsigehildren in
state enterprises, orphanages, boarding schools,olicep
departments, and centres of detention of childrem, get
acquainted with international experience on pratect of
children’s rights, and to fulfil other pertainingsks.
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Generally, with a view to reliable protection ofildren’s
rights, the Commissioner’'s activities are carriedt on the
following directions:

* Monitoring of the status of children;

* Preparation of proposals on improvement of
national legislation on children’s rights;

» Cooperation with relevant state bodies, non-
governmental organisations, and international
institutions;

» Conduction of educational activities.

On the occasion of the $@nniversary of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, which will be celebratedndwide, the
Commissioner applied to the country President aittroposal to
announce the year 2009 as Child Yeathe country in order to
provide more reliable protection of children’s righjoin efforts
of concerned state bodies, local and internatiorsditutions, and
increase attention to children and activities iis tphere. Based
on the Decree of the President of the Republic nérBaijan of
December 22, 2008, the year of 2009 was announsetha
“Child Year”. The Ombudsman submitted proposalsvanous
areas regarding the Action Plan which was develofoedthe
fulfilment of tasks issued from above mentionedrdegcreliable
protection of children’s rights, and preferenceha best interests
of children. The Action Plan was approved basetherDecree of
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan datethr&ary 18,
2009.

It should be noted that the speech of Goodwill Asslaaor of
the UNESCO and the ISESCO, the President of Hepdigev
Foundation, the First Lady, and the member of Radiament,
Mehriban Aliyeva, at the National Conference onl@€Rirotection
in Azerbaijan, organized within the framework ofetHChild
Year” with the support of Azerbaijani Governmentgydar
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Aliyev Foundation and UNICEF in Gulustan Palaces Hafined
the important directions for the implementatiorfutire work on
protection of children’s rights in the country.

Within the framework of Child Year, the Commissione
proposed to conduct Child Rights Month Campaigmfi©@ctober
20 to November 20, 2009. The campaign’s motto wast ‘us
listen to children and ensure their participatiomhich is
considered as one of the 10 steps of UN Campaigy s to
Children!”. As a part of Child Rights Month longropaign, the
Commissioner and Regional Centres, concerned Istates, and
local executive power bodies carried out seminaedd round-
table discussions, painting and essay competitenms awareness-
raising events on children’s rights, early marrgggimination of
violence against children, reproductive health, ahealthy
lifestyle at secondary schools and higher educd#ioifities.

Moreover, on the eve of November 20, 2009, withe t
framework of Child Rights Month, the Commissionegédther
with Office of the UN Department of Public Informat (UNDPI)
in Azerbaijan carried out various events.

On November 17, Ombudsman met with children dethine
Child Correctional Institution, explained them theghts, learned
their existing problems, and took steps towardg #lemination.
Moreover, the Head of the UNDPI Azerbaijan Offictipated
in the meeting and held conversation with children.

Along with that, on November 19, as a conclusiorCbild
Rights Month, the event was organized at the “Atdtaentre and
the winners of competition on journalist essays € TRights of
Children for Everyone” and on children paintingsutCRights”
sent from the country capital and districts wererareled with
certificates and presents.

At the same time, the Commissioner has carriedsanteys
among state bodies, local executive power bodiesicipalities
and children in order to learn about the work ddogng the last

14



20 years and to identify activities, measures arehs that must
be done during the next 20 years.

The survey revealed that the ratification of then@mtion,
improvement of legislation, construction of new eakional
institutions, hospitals, diagnostic centres, Olyergomplexes, and
resort centres, application of obligatory paymeagefeducation,
resettlement of refugees from camps to newly caoosd
settlements, establishment of new enterprises anuation of
three digit hotline service were the most impor@achievements
in the field of the protection of children’s rights the country
within the last 20 years. At the same time, furiingorovement of
legislative framework, construction of resort anuteetainment
centres for the children, expansion of the netwoirk children
creative work enterprises, increasing participatioand
representation of children and youths in publie, Iprovision of
children living in state institutions and deprivefl parental care
with employment and place of the domicile afterytieave the
institution, development of reforms on  Juvenilestihe,
toughening legislation against those committindenoe towards
children, involved in child trafficking, child poography, and
sexually exploiting children and implementation afther
measures in the course of the next 20 years gposad to
enable the reliable protection of children’s rights

According to the survey, a general opinion was that
announcement of the year 2009 the “Child Year” ey President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan created favourabladittons for
directing attention of state bodies and local exeeupower
bodies to children, for improving their performasgcearrying out
various events with the participation of childrenaill cities and
regions, and addressing the problems encounteretiloyen.

In view of the Ombudsman’groposal, the status and
problems of children were discussed at the Parlisélenary
Session on child rights carried out on November \&2idh the
participation of children. Taking the floor at thaéssion, the
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Ombudsman spoke on the situation of children’stsigtithin the
country and Commissioner’s activities in this fielt the same
time, the Chairman of Social Policy Commission dfe t
Parliament, the Head of the UNICEF Azerbaijan Cffiche
Chairman of Child Parliament gave the speechesiri@ba of the
Parliament Committees, other Parliamentarians, esgmtatives
from the State Committee of Family, Woman and Chikk
Affairs, the United Aid for Azerbaijan and otherspeessed their
visions and insights on the discussed issue.

The conduction of such reputable event will acetterthe
development of programs arhildren’s rights, improvement of
legislation and provision of other reforms.

Provision of the Right to Education

According to the Article 42 of the Constitutiontbie Republic of
Azerbaijan:
» Every citizen has the right to education;
* The state guarantees free obligatory secondaryatidac
* The system of education is under the state control;
* The state guarantees continuation of educationmiost
privileged persons irrespective of their finangakition;
* The state establishes minimum educational standards

At the same time, the issue of provision of chifdweith the
right to education and the objectives of educati@mve been
enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of theildCh
Furthermore, the Law on the Rights of the Chilgpdtates the
children’s right to education and prohibition ofasion of children
from obligatory general secondary education.

In all of its stages the education system shoule giorrect
direction to the formation of independent thinkergd democratic
view of life. The adoption of the Law on Educatithms year will
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contribute to ensuring children’s right to high tiyaeducation,
eradication of fundamental problems emerged in fielsl, and
implementation of appropriate reforms.

Teaching of different disciplines in secondary adational
schools should provide opportunities for students diecide
between participation in the production and cordtran of
education in the future.

The school is responsible to the society for enguihat
graduates gain all knowledge stipulated in theiculum. While
carrying out vast range of reforms in the educasgstem and
guiding by the notion of equal value of all the e¢gpof the
education system as well as by the developmentiptein the
selection process, the attention should be paidtitnate results.

The law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On educat{special
education) of persons with limited physical capasit adopted in
2001, enshrines education and protection of rigitglisabled
people. Furthermore, the “Development Program oucktion of
Children in Need of Special Care (persons with tieahiphysical
capacities) in the Republic of Azerbaijan” (20032) was
approved by the Resolution of the Cabinet of Manst Pilot
project on inclusive education of children in neddspecial care
together with healthy children has been commennedasamal,
Sabail, Khatai, Binagady, Garadagh, Narimanov regias well
as in Yevlakh, Sumgayit, Mingechevir cities, andta@ia positive
results were achieved thereon. However, since togram is
nearing to its end this year, it is of outmost imaoce to develop
new package of proposals on proper measures amaitstibo the
Government.

The development strategy of Azerbaijan economy, the
necessity in the establishment of information dycigithin the
country, and the issue of learning contemporaryergific
technologies require the improvement of qualityedtication and
its updating. Explorations pertaining to the impétation of the
Decree of the President of the Republic of Azedmij'On
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approval of State Program on provision of genecabsls with
information and communication technologies in thep&blic of
Azerbaijan (2005-2007)", dated August 21, 2004,niig medals
of students in various international competitioasd the level of
knowledge demonstrated during entrance exams tdiehig
educational institutions by the secondary schootadgates
demonstrates that in various schools of generatcattn the
modern educational environment for the developnwéntip-to-
date innovative methods of education has been fbrme

Several years ago there was one computer per 1066rgs,
but now there is one computer per 27-29 studenis.planned to
successfully continue this policy, and in consegeeprovide
each student with a computer in the future.

In order to assess the activity of teachers andoddsh
contributing to fundamental education of young geten using
new methods, attaining achievements in teachingzasrbaijan
language, literature, history, foreign languages, well as
informational technologies, and gaining best rasultupbringing
of children in patriotic spirit the President ofetiRepublic of
Azerbaijan signed the Decree “On Conferring of tBest
Secondary School and the Best Teacher Awards”, epteghber
4, 2007. Complying with the Decree, every academyear
starting from 2007-2008, each of the 50 best semgyndchools
implementing complex of the measures on modernhtegc
technologies and methods, including innovative atian
programs, and advanced in quality indicators welldvarded with
lump-sum of 10.000 AZN and each of 100 best teacheaH
receive lump-sum of 5000 AZN.

It is still of outmost importance to keep the isstieeducation
in the focus of attention as the main directiostate policy.

Within the framework of special programs, a largals
reforms are being carried out in education fieldd dinancial-
technical basis of education is being improvedadoordance with
the State education conception, construction of e school
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buildings and their substantial repair is widesgraéa all the
districts of the country. The equipment of theseosts with up-
to-date training means and harmonisation of the&arfcial-
technical base with international standards dralsyiamproved
the conditions for the education of students asttieols.

Moreover, increasing the sum of scholarships inhéig
educational establishments and granting Presiddgmilarship to
students getting high scores raises students’ asit®rin the
education.

More emphasis should be placed on the issue of self
management at educational institutions. Also, important that
pedagogical staff, students and parents are al#aedd influence
on process of education at the school.

The Ombudsman and Office staff visit schools, tale
interest in education environment, problems andndtnce of
children and apply to concerned bodies in connectith the
schools which are in need of repair.

It should be noted that in recent years more th300 Inew
school buildings have been constructed, hundredstodols have
been substantially repaired, and additional bugdihave been put
into operation in all the districts by the govermnhand Heydar
Aliyev Foundation.

Number of general educational institutions

4562
4561 asse

2000/2001 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 200872009 2009/2010

“Azerbaijan in figures”, State Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2010, p. 171
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Taking into account the necessity of repairing sslvensafe
school buildings, the Ombudsman addressed the nmadodies
and, as a result, relevant measures have been taken

Applying to the Commissioner, the pedagogical stdfthe
secondary school and the residents of Yuxari Cltda village
informed that despite the completion of constructigorks in
2003, school building designed for 316 studentsundit for
operation due to unsafe technical conditions. Oratnah applied
to the Head of Zagatala district Executive PowedydMinistry
of Education, Ministry of Emergency Situations amdher
concerned bodies and proposed to eliminate shomgsnomitted
in construction process. Eventually, the buildingasw
reconstructed and an additional building was coestd and put
into operation.

During her visit to Sheki-Zagatala zone, the Omimals, with
the participation of representatives of the Headbéki district
Executive Power Body and the chairman of the wilag
municipality, explored the applications submittgdtbe residents
of Ashagi Keldek village on unsafe condition of thédlage
school. Considering the fact that the students hié willage
attended the school in neighbouring Ashagi Kungillage,
Ombudsmangave instructions on taking relevant measures.
Afterwards, within a short period of time the vglawas supplied
with a school building meeting the needs of stuslerithe
children, who recently had to pass a long way tenat the school
in the neighbouring village, currently study inewty constructed
school in their own village.

Furthermore, the secondary schools #1 and #2 iki S,
Gizilcha village, secondary school of Goygol didtrand others
were substantially reconstructed and repaired. & hegiatives
were highly appreciated by the population who hagkenb
complaining for a long period of time.

During the trips to the districts, the Ombudsmbaad
witnessed that there was a lack of teachers atl lsclaools,
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including educational facilities in the settlemédaot the refugees
and internally displaced persons. In most of theesane educator
was teaching a number of disciplines what in itenthad a
negative impact on the quality of education. Notdlw is the
fact that in order to eliminate mentioned probleims Cabinet of
Ministers approved the “Development Program on Brom of
Pedagogical Staff for the General Schools NetworReépublic of
Azerbaijan for the years of 2005-2009".

First and second targets of the mentioned Prografes to
the issue of employment of pedagogical staff, idiclg young
teachers, namely for the elimination of the probleof
pedagogical staff shortcomings in general schaolhé country.
Furthermore, in accordance with this document, heec who
agree to work in under-employed places are provigigd higher
salaries and various benefits.

The Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers “On M@&&s on
Encouraging Employment of Pedagogues in Generabrisiecy
Schools in the Villages”, dated June 22, 2004, wadep taken
towards the elimination of problems in this respect

Number of pupils in general educational institutions
(at the beginning of school year; thsd. person)

17 e 174
173
171
16
' -

2000/2001 2005/2006 2006,/2007 2007/2008 2008/2009 2009/2010

“Azerbaijan in figures”, State Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2010, p. 171
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Number of teachers in general educational institutions
(at the beginning of school vear)

1689,7

1586,2
l I 15373 | IISI 5
I I - 1367,9

2000/2001 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008/2009 2009/2010

“Azerbaijan in figures”, State Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2010, p. 171

The Ombudsman applied to the Minister of Education
advising to assign the graduates of pedagogicaltfas of higher
educational establishments to districts and setttesnof refugees
and internally displaced people. The Ombudsman’s
recommendations were welcomed and taken into cersidn by
the Ministry of Education during assignment digitibns of
pedagogical faculties’ graduates.

However, since the problem hasn’t been completebted-
out, the development of the similar program for tlext years
would be expedient.

Moreover, the “Conception and Strategy on sustdénab
pedagogical education and training of instructorshie Republic
of Azerbaijan” was approved following the Resolatiof the
Cabinet of Ministers of June 25, 2007 with the viefaprovision
of experienced, highly professional pedagogicalsqenel to
every field of education sector and increasing thality of
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general education. Successful implementation &f striategy will
contribute to the elimination of the problem of g@mnel shortage.

It should be noted that application of standarcethiniform
at schools contributed to the elimination of disgnation among
children and restoration of discipline as well asréased their
attention to the process of education.

At the same time, despite positive steps takerhis field,
negative cases are still observed in the educdiigld. The
Commissioner has received different complaints amnection
with the problems existing in the sphere of edwrati

Negative cases witnessed by the Ombudsman in puetirey
period gave the ground for the concern. On one hameaucracy
is observed in the process of elimination of pensbrshortage.
On the other hand, serious shortcoming are omitteéde process
of retraining of required staff what in its turnnber full
realization of students’ rights to education.

At some schools, money is collected from studemtsificlear
purposes by means of so called “school fund” andlesits,
especially students of V-VIII grades, are attradtethe collection
of daily sanitary wastes, cleaning of classroont sthool areas.
Eventually, such cases exert negative impact olttheastudents
and on the process of their formation and upbrigpgas free,
decent and independent citizens who are able toesgptheir
views freely in the society.

Furthermore, in some districts school principalswasdl as
executive power bodies interfere in the procegsroturement of
school uniforms by students which cause seriousodignt of
parents.

Negative cases occur while grading schoolchildr€hus,
continuous assessment of results of both entrandetesting
exams carried out by the State Commission of thei8sion of
Students showed once again that there was suladtdifterence
between the scores reflected in school-leavingfioates and the
level of actual knowledge of most of the studentadgating
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secondary school. Unfortunately, majority of thedsnts of 1%
form refer to the assistance of private tutors ndeo to get
prepared for entrance exams to higher educatiostutions and,
as a result, they drop-out of the school.

Hence, among 114 thousand school graduates pattigpin
entrance exams of the current year 66 thousandgé2duated
from school this year, 33 thousands of whom reckigeores
below 139. The fact that average scores gainedhbysthool
graduates of this year is below 180 gives the gidion concern.
Thus, this year only 50-55 percent of 120 thousactool
graduates took part in entrance exams and 31/5 Yefothem
collected scores between 0-100, 22.5%-100-200 24-2@0-300,
21.2%-300-500, and 6.4% -500-700. Only 27.6% ofoeth
graduates received more than 300 scores at entexaces.

Number of new enrollments of higher education
institutions

28747 e

26403 25846 25765
I | I I
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2000/2001 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008/2009 2010/2011

“Azerbaijan in figures”, State Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2010, p. 177

These indicators once again emphasize the neceesity

application of new approach in conduction of agsesd in the
education system.
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During the course of reporting period, the Comnoissr
received various complaints on problems existing the
education.

Therefore, the Ombudsman met with the Minister of

Education regarding the case occurred in schoo® #@dated in
Khatai district of Baku city. The problem was ththe school
director insulted and abased the student of théoem and, as a
result, the student left the school. However, ugfeninterference
of the Commissioner the issue was solved: the wirewas
dismissed and the student was re-enrolled backeathool. In
spite of expulsion, the dismissed director is auttyeworking as
the headmaster of the school #138.

One of the applicant to the Commissioner, T. fritva ¢ity of
Ganja, informed that after graduation from the fgcuof
“Pedagogic and Methodology of Primary Education” @&nja
city State Pedagogical Institute in 1996, she etiahter retraining
education on “Mathematics and Informatics” in Rigtireg
Division for academic year of 2005-2006. Althoughcdompleted
this retraining course, she couldn’t receive dipdoand that is
why decided to apply to the Commissioner. She notbed her
appeals to the management of the Institute didetdyany result
and asked to help to restore her violated rightettucation.
Following the Commissioner’s relevant instructiosent to the
Ministry of Education on exploration of case refegt in
application, diploma was provided to the applicaptGanja city
branch of the Azerbaijan Pedagogical Institute.

Applying to the Commissioner, F. from Jalilabadtiits and
other local people informed that attendance ratesahool of
Kurdler village was at a low level; most of the dess were
skipped, the rights of teachers and other subomBnavere
violated by the school director and the school wagit for
functioning. In order to double-check the issudtected in the
application, the Ombudsman visited the school wthdn the
remote area and became familiarized with the sdoadn the
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spot. In the process of exploration, the Ombudsmahwith the
director and pedagogical staff of the school arfthdd that most
of the information included in the application wgr®unded; the
process of education and upbringing was at a lewi lend school
was in urgent need of substantial repair. The Orsimath met
with the Head of Executive Power of Jalilabad citycerning the
problem and offered recommendations for its sotutiéventually,
the Director of Kurdler School was dismissed arel gbhool was
partially reconstructed.

An applicant G. from the city of Baku and otherdbpeople
noted that their collective application addressethe Ministry of
Education wasn’t responded to. Following Ombudsrdédince’s
instructions sent to the Ministry of Education atpleration of
the cases reflected in the application, violatgtits of applicants
were restored. Thus, considering the discontentamflicants
regarding the methodological manual “Education akedaijani
dactylic manual alphabet based on a new Latin sd¢op deaf
children and children with hearing impediments” $y Gasimov
and D. Dostuzade, the issue was discussed in Teksband
Publication Department with the participation ofpbpants and
authors of methodological manual. The conversati@s held
with the practitioners of boarding school #1 foratiehildren
located in the city of Baku in order to get an a@mof other
experts on the issue. As a result, it was definbat t
methodological manual has certain shortcomingscandd create
certain difficulties in the course of learning. Mower, Ministry
of Education noted that the application of this moeiblogical
manual is not advisable for any educational institu

Another applicant, disabled soldier of Garabagh, \®aifrom
Shamakhy region applied to the Commissioner infogmihat,
due to financial constraints, they could not pag shm required
from his son for the attending graduation examghéschool #1
of Shamakhy city. For this reason his son washivwadd to pass
final exams and eventually unjustly stayed in tamaform for
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the second year. Z. noted that his applicationdoal Education
Department was left unanswered and asked to reashestance.
While being in the city of Shamakhy, the Ombudsnagether
with the Chief of the Local Education Departmenkdheeeting

with the applicant. During the meeting, the applicanformed

that class teacher abused his son and other ssudére teacher
used to force them to work at his home during sthpurs.

While the Chief of Education Department confirmedde facts,
the Ombudsman applied to the Minister of Educatinrihis issue
and was informed that the school director, deputgctbr, class
teacher and other teachers were punished in adratige

manner by the Education Department due to the tfadt they
caused conflicts between school management anchtpaeand

failed to ensure timely solution of emerged disagrents. After
re-intervention of Ombudsman, the school directas wismissed
from his position.

As a result of Ombudsman'’s interference, in somi@fcases
closure of the whole class was prevented. For mesta an
applicant from the city of Baku addressed the Orsimah office
informing that as a result of closure 6f fborm of Russian section
at secondary school #32 of Nizami district, hisl&ctdnd other
children were left out of education process and tigats of
children to education were violated. That met wilib group of
people at the school and after applied to the Nisf Education
for investigation of the cases reflected in the liappon and
taking relevant steps. Afterwards, the Ombudsman with the
Minister of Education in connection with the givéssue and
repeatedly requested from the Ministry of Educatiorconsider
the case as exceptional one and facilitate in otstisn. As a
result the parents were received at the MinistryEofucation
which in its turn, taking into account the absemfeRussian
section in neighbouring school and that the neaapgtropriate
school was located 2 km far from their place oinlgy provided
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conditions for functioning of the™form consisting of 13 students
in Russian section of school #32.

In 2009, the Commissioner monitored the preparedrtds
schools for a new academic year and identifiedstti®ols which
were in unsafe conditions.

Thus, as a result of the monitoring it was revedlsat in
Sheki, Zagatala, Gabala, Guba, Devechi, Khachméuzi Kand
Siyazan districts some city and village schoolsewvgr unsafe
conditions and required substantial repair. Besi@akhbulag
village general school of Sheki district, Mirzedasip general and
Yalavanc primary schools of Guba district, Muzefte and
Kohna Khachmaz village schools of Khachmaz distBeikhishli,
Yeni Yashma and Findigan villages secondary schoblkhizi
district were also unsafe and unfit for the proagssducation.

The Ombudsman addressed the Minister of Educatiibn w
regard to incorporation of the issue of substantepair and
reconstruction of above mentioned schools into reutplans,
speeding-up this process, restoration of schoolshwdre in need
of urgent repair, especially of general school Girkhbulag
village, transfer of students from the schools Wwhace in unsafe
conditions to the closest neighbouring schools |urkie
commencement of new academic year with the viewnsring
more reliable realization of children’s rights wueation.

Furthermore, taking into account the fact that tbefs of
building and library of Girkhbulag general schoblSheki district
were snatched off by wind, the Ombudsman appliedthi®
Minister of Emergency and Sheki City Executive PoBedy
concerning the restoration of the roof and the sgbent
reconstruction of the damaged school building.

While being in business trip to Sheki district ahdlding
meetings with local authorities and population, @mbudsman
was informed about the desire of Bash Zeyzid vélagsidents to
open a musical school with necessary classroomssicaiu
instruments and personnel, including teachers afienu
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Considering that opening of such school will enatiiddren
in overpopulated village to receive musical edusaas well as to
develop their talents and will provide unemployedcdhers and
other personnel with work, the Ombudsman appliedthe
Ministry of Culture and Tourism regarding facilitat of
launching a musical school in Bash Zeyzid village Sheki
district.

In a response letter, the Ministry of Culture andufism
welcomed the initiative of opening a new musicahas in
villages of Sheki district and noted that accordiogrelevant
rules, following submission of appropriate referscand
information to the Ministry, the issue will be castered.

The Current Situation of Pre-School Education

As the first pillar of integral education systenmegchool
education plays an important role in intellectualhysical and
psychological development of a child, his/her upging as a
personality and ensures his/her school readiness.

According to official statistics, currently, 1612resgchool
establishments covering 103600 children are opgyatin
Azerbaijan. Moreover, there are various educational
establishments functioning under the auspices dferdnt
ministries, entities, enterprises and institutiassvell as 5 private
licensed preschool lyceums within the country.

Also, there are 5 specialized preschool establisitsnier the
children in need of special care, 18 specialize@ésghmool
establishments, and 5 sanative establishments uhedeauspices
of 9 institutions.

At present, in Azerbaijan, the involvement of cheid to
preschool education is significantly lower than awlvanced
countries. The settlement of refugees and intgrndisplaced
persons in preschool establishments and unsuitaividitions of
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the rooms within these establishments are the nsasantributing

to the evasion of children from pre-school educatidence, in
the current year, in the city of Baku, totally 76&8@ildren from

kindergartens were enrolled in primary schoolshibuld be noted
that 75% of them didn’t attend kindergartens whatuence

children’s adaptation to school environment

The rate of involvement of children in need of spkecare to
preschool education is even lower. While the numbfesuch
children within the country is more than 6000, oBJ0 (8.3%)
out of them were enrolled to special preschool bdistament.
Only 70 % of capacity of preschool establishmemrtstig within
the country is being utilized. In the districts Aterbaijan, 130
preschool establishments are unfit for operationrenthan 70%
of establishments are in need of special repaiilew#0% are in
need of routing repair. In most of these establestiisy heating
systems are out of order; there is a shortage xd#dfiand
upholstered inventory, children furniture, sporuipgnents, and
toys. In most of the cases food supply is at a poas.

Noteworthy is the fact of approval of the “Prograom
Renewal of Preschool Education in the Republic akrbdaijan
during the period of 2007-2010” by the Decree &f Bresident of
The Republic of Azerbaijan dated April 12, 2007hithe view of
creation of favourable conditions for cognitive, ypital and
psychological development of children, their upbmgy as
personalities and getting them ready for the scialccordance
with up-to-date international standards.

The ultimate purpose of this program is to creatancial-
technical, organisational-legal, economic and etiowcal-
methodological environment for the provision of gmieool
education services accessible to all the stratthefsociety and
which is in line with up-to-date standards and lus prerequisites
to achieve high social-economic efficiency of plesa
education.
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Experience shows that after privatization privatize
enterprises, including social entities, change ghefile of their
production, work or services and use privatizedidings for
drastically different purposes. Future fate of ldrghrtens which
are announced open for privatization is also umclaus, at the
present stage of transition to market economy,dlatization of
kindergartens do not comply with today’s realiteesd can not
address the existing problems.

Consideration of privatized kindergartens as saurcé
income in the course of expansion of business dppibies will
have significant negative impact on attendance infidrgartens
by children. The main reason is affordability of eske
kindergartens by majority of population, whereasytban’t afford
to cover the fees required by private kindergartens

In view of that in the districts, most of preschool
establishments are operating not in special butadapted
buildings, and that it creates obstacles for edwmcatand
upbringing of children, the Ombudsman applied ® Minister of
Education and asked to include mentioned distiitis plan of
construction of preschool establishments in theastduture.

The exploration of complaints received by the Cossioner
on violation of the rights to education showed ttiet wider the
coverage of problems was, the more complicated swution.
These issues have an impact on rights and intevéstere poorly
protected category of population, i.e children. rEfere,
improvement of emerged situation with the purpode tre
protection of their rights is of utmost importance.

Utilization of computers within the school shoulel é&xpanded
salaries of teachers and personnel working witakdées! children
in establishments should be increased, reputatfonocational
schools should be improved, the quality of prestleacation
should be increased, in remote villages, where ddshare at a
long distance, municipalities should provide fréeloarge
transport means for the children, financial-techhibasis of
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schools should be strengthened in order to rootgyablems
existed in the sphere of education and to incréaseer more the
quality of education. The Ombudsman deems thatrderoto
expand development of the sphere of education arglire
children’s rights to education, the implementatioh under-
mentioned measures would be expedient:

— To prepare and teach relevant modules (programs) \th
the view of inclusion of “Children’s Rights” issuesinto
education process within each pillar of three-pilla
education system (I-1V, V-VIII, IX-XI grades) of general
schools in the field of human rights education;

- To increase the sum of allocations for food in
kindergartens, boarding schools, and children homes

— To increase the sum of allowances allocated to pants or
other assignees for the transportation of childrerenrolled
to special education to and from special educatioha
establishments, health and recreation centres, anaedical
facilities;

- In the view of completion of the “Program on Educaion of
Children in Need of Special Care (with disabilitie} in the
Republic of Azerbaijan” this year, to prepare the smilar
program for the following years;

— For completion of the “Program on Pedagogical Stafin
Network of General Schools in the Republic of Azeraijan
for the years of 2005-2009” of the Cabinet of Mini®rs, to
prepare the similar program for the following years

— To replace hobby groups with human rightscoteries at
schools;

- To attach more consideration to the issue of self-
management, to carry out management of school basea
election process, to ensure that students and parsnare
able to exert influence on management process withi
educational establishments;
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Taking into account the age of children, to print ad
distribute among all schools the Convention on th&ights
of the Child and training materials in the form of booklets;
To strengthen further more activities of Parent and
Teachers’ Committees functioning within the school,

In order to identify children of school age evadingthe
school, to conduct relevant exploration works and ¥
solving the problems encountered by them, enrol time to
education process in a new academic year

To supply schools with visual aids for deepening th
efficiency of primary military education lessons;

To improve conditions of children and advocate forchild
libraries;

To bring sport halls of schools up to international
standards and supply them with the modern equipmers;
To improve the operation of vocational schools;

To attract children with physical and mental disablities to
inclusive education and ensure necessary physicakans;
To hold military competition on June 26, Day of Arned
Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan with the purpse of
instilling the sense of patriotism in children.

Children’s Right to Health

According to the Article 41 of the Constitutiontbe Republic

of Azerbaijan, everyone has the right to protesthar health and
to receive health care, while State takes neceswagsures for
the development of all the types of public heal#rvies

functioning based on different types of ownershgparantees
sanitary-epidemiological safety, creates conditiéms different

types of health insurance. This right, first of, ahables every
citizen to have medical examination free of chargstate owned
health facilities. Moreover, the Article 24 of ti@onvention on
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the Rights of the Child stipulates child’ right teceive the most
advanced health services, to benefit from treatnaemnt health
restoration facilities.

In accordance with the state legislation, respgchéiman and
civil rights on health protection, realization ¢éte guarantees on
these rights, prioritizing prophylactic measures public health
protection, availability of medical-social assistan social
protection of health of citizens in case of breakvd,
responsibility of state bodies and, irrespectivefafn of their
ownership, entities, establishments and instittidngh ranking
officials for ensuring civil rights on health arensidered as the
fundamental principles of health protection.

State care attached to the health of all categasfeshe
population, including children, and steps taken amis the
solution of the problems in health sector in regaa@rs encourage
attention.

The results of reforms carried out in health sect@re
reflected in applications addressed to the Ombudffece.

The number of medical facilities, including the rhen of
medical centres in districts and villages are iasiteg day-by day,
operating medical facilities are being substantialepaired,
supplied with up-to-date equipments. Also, caratiached to the
improvement of well-being of doctors and medicalkspenel. It is
worth mentioning than in recent years Diagnostiaités have
been constructed and supplied with modern equipnrerthe
districts.

Purpose-oriented and coherent measures carriednotite
field of improvement of social welfare of populatiexert a
positive impact on financial-spiritual and healtlatgs of
population.

It should be noted that, in accordance with ther@=d\o.
139-S of the Minister of Health, dated September 2807,
abolishment of paid services in Children’s Hospitl the
Republic of Azerbaijan and the Children’s Stomagatal Centre
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and Pediatric Scientific-research Institute namdterakK.Y.
Farajeva from the first of October 2007 contributee@nsuring of
children’s rights to health services. Furtherma® of January 1,
2007, paid services were abolished in Medical arapfy/lactic
Institutions financed from state budget and whiok @n balance
of the Ministry of Health. This initiative was welmed by
population. However, continuous increase of matenmartality
rates from 2003 on (in 2003-21, in 2004-34, in 2@05in 2006-
51, in 2007-54) and recent increase of prenataltatityr rates
create serious concerns and require urgent stemsedVer,
mortality rates among children under the age ohibunted to
1649 in 2003, 1892 in 2004, 1580 in 2005, 18820662and 1765
in 2007 are also grounds for concern.

Maternal mortality

T
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“Azerbaijan in figures”, State Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2010, p. 155
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Infant mortality
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“Azerbaijan in figures”, State Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2010, p. 155

Moreover, absence or non-functioning of ambulanaed
psychologists in some schools have a negative imjoeac
children’s health and create certain complications.

In order to ensure implementation of the “StategPam on
Development of Communication and Information Tedbgi@s in
the Republic of Azerbaijan covering the years 0D22008”
(E-Azerbaijan), the Azerbaijani Government has aped the
rules of application of plastic health cards and diced
examination cards which will facilitate the proce$saccination,
medical examination and treatment of every new lobild at the
expense of government means. Nevertheless, theofasiall
scale implementation of this program creates aedancerns.

At the same time, “The Conception of ReformatiorHefalth
Sector Financing System and Application of Obligatelealth
Insurance in the Republic of Azerbaijan” approvedhwthe
Decree of the President of the Republic of Azedmpf January
10, 2008 is of utmost importance for the increasirggefficiency
of health sector management and provision of hesdtlrices to
the population.

Apart from taking measures on the protection ofdcan’s
rights to health, the Commissioner initiates thecdssion of the
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problems in this field and puts forward proposaisreélevant
institutions.

According to the complaints addressed to the Cosioner,
applications are being sent to the Ministry of Heakegarding
medical examination and treatment of women anddidl from
certain categories. In most of the cases the igsdé&sated therein
are being addressed.

Apart from that, relevant measures were taken enctaims
sent to the Commissioner by patients having thiet rig receive
medicines, medical examination and treatment ategowent
expense, parents of disabled children, diabetiegiemts with
kidney diseases, and in most of the cases thetetlaghts of
applicants were restored. A large number of apptecaddressing
the Commissioner were assigned to appropriate Medientres
for the treatment and were provided with medicadneiation,
treatment and medicines by the Ministry of Heaf#efof charge.
Surgical operations were carried out within the ntop and
abroad and eventually their health was restored.

At the event dedicated to the children sufferingnfrblood
diseases which was carried out at the OmbudsmaceQfith the
participation of representatives of different mines, Red
Crescent Society, Scientific-Research InstituteHa®matology
and Transfusion of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Rwjou
Association of Patients with Haemophilia, “World dfoble
Actions” Thalassemia  Association, Scientific  Preaki
Haemophilia Centre of Clinical Hospital and othestitutions in
order to direct the attention to this painful pexl the appeal was
addressed to the public urging everyone havinglestalealth
status to take part in blood donation action antsequently, in
saving the life of those who are in need of blood.

By encouraging the citizens for participation instihhumane
action, the Ombudsman noted: «If a person wholis tabbecome
a blood-donor donates blood at least once in artite the need of
society to this valuable remedy will be covered».
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The Ombudsman offered to organize “National Blood
Donation Day” with the view of proactive involventesf citizens
in blood donation movement. It should be emphasited the
Ombudsman and the Ombudsman Office personnel alsed
this noble mission and donated blood in the cowoifsgen days
action.

It is gratifying that the implementation of the “koCare to
Diabetic Children” Project initiated by the Heydaliyev
Foundation, Azerbaijan Diabetes Society and Denntalévo
Nordisk” company significantly contributed to thelgtion of a
range of problems in the field of arrangement ofdice
examination and treatment of children with diabetes

In accordance with the Law of the Republic of Azgjdm “On
State Care to Persons Suffering from Diabetes”, icaéd
examination and treatment of persons with diabétestate
medical institutions should be carried out at thpemse of the
State.

Considering the importance of Lantus medication for
physiological and psychological development of dfeh with
diabetes, the Ombudsman applied to the MinistryHeflth
asking to facilitate the solution of existed prable this field.

By taking into account Ombudsman’s appeal, Lantus
medicine, reducing the level of sugar, was includetb
relevant list and since 2009 has been given tceptdifree of
charge by the Ministry of Health. However, in vieof
insufficiency of this medicine for all children witdiabetes,
there is a need for taking measures towards coyetire
demand for it.

In Azerbaijan the initial information on thalassemwas
obtained in the 50-s of the last century. This akgels also one of
the most complicated problems encountered by cpurir a
number of districts of Azerbaijan the prevalencetladlassemia
reaches the highest level in the world. Average & carriers of
thalassemia to the number of population amount8 fmercent.
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Every year about 200 children are born with thaasa. The
number of persons suffering from thalassemia isemban 2
thousand. Since in some remote districts thalasseisi not
diagnosed, new born children don’t receive specmdical
examination, die in the first days of life due toknown reasons,
the actual figures could be even higher.

According to the World Health Organisation foreeasif
coherent measures on prevention of thalassemi& aresinged in
expedient manner, within 45 years, the number ofsqes
suffering from this disease will reach 16 thousand.

The “State Program on Congenital Blood Diseases,
Haemophilia and Thalassemia” and “The Rules on iBiav of
Persons Suffering from Congenital Blood Diseasesgribphilia
and Thalassemia with Sanatorium-Resort Treatmengrew
approved with the Resolutions of the Cabinet of istars of
January 18, 2006 with the purpose to improve tineciire of
health services provided to persons with congehltadd diseases
such as haemophilia and thalassemia.

The “Life without Thalassemia” Project successfully
implemented under the guidance and with the invgabf the
President of Heydar Aliyev Foundation, Mrs. Mehribaliyeva,
in the field of prevention of this disease is ahost importance.
Within the framework of that project works towartgtablishment
of Thalassemia Diagnostic Centre and Blood Bankevwearried
out.

By joint work with the Ministry of Health and Miriy of
Labour and Social Protection in the field of saatiof problems
of children with disabilities and disabled childrérom poor
families are provided with invalid wheelchairs, at@ent and
medical examination free-of-charge and personsesoff from
diabetes and other diseases, are supplied, toabslpe extent,
with medicines and glucometers.

Every year, on occasion of 10th of October, the ld/btental
Health Day, the Ombudsman becomes acquainted whieh t
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conditions in relevant medical establishments ffier treatment of
mentally deceased persons, familiarizes herself thi¢ problems
encountered by this most in need category of thmiladion, and
facilitates the solution of their problems. Durireporting period,
on the eve of the World Mental Health Day, the Odsan
together with the Chief of Baku City Health Depaegtrh of the
Ministry of Health visited psycho-neurological ddtshments of
the Republic of Azerbaijan.

While being at Children’s Psycho-Neurological Chela
Home in Narimanov district, the Ombudsman witnestbed the
building of establishment was repaired and with itligative of
the President of Heydar Aliyev Foundation, Mehrib&lyeva,
new building meeting up-to-date standards was coctstd as
well as physiological cabinet and massage room webslilt.
Moreover, necessary conditions for rehabilitatidrclildren who
are the inmates of this establishment have beeatette and
specialized experts render relevant psychiatricist@sge to
children. Inmates of children home receive spoetdpy, special
simulator therapy and vocational training therapyline with
European standards.

It should be mentioned that in the result of susén carried
out by the Ministry of Health, important work onnmation of
these establishments, improvement of living condgiof patients
and their treatment have been implemented.

Moreover, the Ombudsman and Office personnel coatisly
visit boarding schools for mentally deceased chiidrSpecial
emphasis should be made on that in these estaldigknone
person is assigned for every 20 disabled child@mg it is
physically impossible for him/her to serve for s#clkarge number
of children who lack basic skills. Relevant inteéroaal
experience shows that in such type of establishm&signment of
one person for 7-8 children is expedient. As theme only two
such types of establishments in the republic aati366 children
are inhabiting there, it is quite clear that snaafiount of financial
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means is required for the assignment of additiggeasonnel to
these them. However, without solution of this peoh)
improvement of living conditions of children in rmeef care is not
feasible. Provision of additional financial meams personnel
working with children with disabilities is also gfeat importance.

Upon the initiative of the Ombudsman the Office quemel
together with AIDS Centre of the Ministry of Healthrried out a
series of events on protection of the rights of ANDS affected
persons and large-scale enlightening works in field in Baku
and outside the capital. Comprehensive informatvas provided
to the population with the purpose of propagandairsg AIDS
and drug addiction, training-seminars were carriegt for
adolescents and youths, relevant written educdtiof@mation
was distributed through mass media and televisiod &dio
programs.

The Ombudsman proposed to conduct work on the @tpa
of the Conception on Combating AIDS and Drug Addict
monitoring and improvement of relevant legislatmntaking into
account the local values, harmonisation of comigatireans in
accordance with international experience, appbeatof the
methods on identification of HIV/AIDS affected pens,
conduction of surveys among population, renderisygcpological
and social rehabilitation assistance to drug abupetdsons,
attraction of healthy blood donors, efficient origation of
protection of the rights of persons who were intaohwith drug
addicts, holding sport competitions promoting Heallifestyles
and in order to ensure efficient implementationeafightening
work provide necessary information to students etosdary
schools on the purpose of propaganda against Al daug
addiction, organize trainings/seminars for adoletce and
youngsters, publish leaflets, placards and posteasry out
educational activities through mass media, as alprotect the
rights of AIDS affected persons and drug addicts,
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Generally, 2034 persons, including 23 children wadfeeially
registered in AIDS centre. The increase in the remab persons
affected by HIV/AIDS, especially children and adaents, are
the subject for concern.

The Ombudsman provided information about necessary
measures that should be taken for the protectiquubfic health,
the provision of health services and social pratectof
population, on taking steps for restoration of tigalife styles in
the republic like in other countries, the transfation of
widespread cases of AIDS infection and drug userthé most
complicated problem and the necessity of joinindorés of
concerned bodies in combating these disasters.

With the assistance of the UNESCO, the Ombudsm&ceof
carried out Seminar on “HIV/AIDS problem in humaights
concept” as well as published and distributed twet@rs within
the framework of the ' Baku International Conference of
Ombudspersons.

Currently, there are also HIV/AIDS affected persavighin
detention centres. It is gratifying that there a® HIV/AIDS
affected people among minor offenders.

A large number of alcohol and drug users, tobacookers
among children and adolescents is an alarming fatte
strengthening of control by concerned bodies ardstitiety over
prohibition of sale of alcoholic beverages and taoagproducts to
children in manner stipulated by the legislation aé great
importance for the solution of this problem.

A number of legal reforms have been carried out tfer
purpose of protection of people’s rights to health.

The “Work Plan on Protection of Maternity and Chad’s
Health for the years of 2006-2010" was approvedhwibe
Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Septembh&r 2006
with the view of strengthening maternity and clelds health,
protection of reproductive health of population, akling
favourable conditions for giving birth to healthydadesirable
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children, reduction of mortality and morbidity rateamong
mothers and children, ensuring protection of pulblealth and
safe maternity, improvement of training and quedifion upgrade
of medical personnel in obstetric and paediatricvises,
establishment of republic and intraregional prenatantres,
strengthening financial-technical basis of meditzilities and
installation of modern medical-diagnostic equipmsentand
improvement of the supply of maternity hospitalshwnedicines.

The Ombudsman continuously organizes round table
discussions on “Rights of Mothers and Children teakh“with
participation of state bodies, international ingtdns, NGO and
mass media.

The Ombudsman deems that more attention should/be tp
the protection of maternity, reproductive healtbgial protection
of young families, including guarantee of employmepening of
new work places, application of the system of allowes targeted
at protection of families and children, allocatioinland plots and
provision of preferential loans in rural areas, angrovement of
housing conditions.

The necessity of restoration and establishment aohily
planning services in the districts, utilization afmmunity-based
services, establishment of financial and technlzadis for the
protection of maternity and children, protection diildren’s
health, establishment of children health cabineithizv and
assignment of paediatricians to outpatients depanrtsnin the
settlements and villages is a very pressing is§he.adoption of
draft law on reproductive health which is being reatly
discussed at the Parliament will contribute to #wdution of
existing problems.

Another area for concern is the year-by-year irsgea the
number of disabled children receiving social pemsaad a large
number of children registered as disabled for thst fime each
year. Thus, according to latest statistics, 56 4Bidren with
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disabilities passed registration; in 2007, 520Calisd children
under the age of 18 were registered for the fins¢ tas disabled.

During participation at the international confererarganized
by Ukrainian Supreme Rada Ombudsman Office on HuRight
in April of 2008, Ombudsman attended Cardiology {@&in city
of Kiev and met with Professor Boris Todurov, théied of
“Heart” Centre equipped with the most modern féesi
Ombudsman informed the eminent scientist on estaikent of
modern diagnostic centres in Azerbaijan, includiistricts and
on carrying out surgical operations on heatrt.

Upon Ombudsman’s initiative and with the assistanicéhe
Ministry of Health, 12-year old Azerbaijani boy waent to B.
Todurov’s clinic, the surgery was carried out oa heart free-of
charge and the child life was saved.

In order to take part in thé"Baku International Conference
of Ombudsman on “Bioethics, human rights and new
technologies: legal and ethical aspects of repripcibiealth and
family planning” carried out on June 17-19, 200%duirov
together with the delegation composed of threeiapsts paid a
visit to Azerbaijjan and participated at the confiese
Furthermore, professor Todurov gave lectures arl¥sign State
Medical University and Scientific-Research Insttut of
Paediatrics. He was received by the Minister of Itheaf The
Republic of Azerbaijan. In the course of meetinghdieial
discussions on improvement of cardiology serviaaschildren
and on training of professional experts in thisdfiand exchange
of experiences were carried out.

While being in Baku, the eminent academician exachiB86
children, became familiarized with the conditionsd adentified
the necessity of elimination of heart disease ofs® children
through surgical intervention.

It should be noted that among them were childrerefafgees
and internally displaced families. During the megtiwith the
refugees and internally displaced persons in nesaystructed
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settlement in Ramana on the™6f June, International Day of
Refugees, parents of child with heart deficiencykeds
Ombudsman to help their child, following which, saganged

medical examination of this child by B.Todurov. Mower, a

child from a vulnerable family from Lachin distrighassed

through medical examination in Kiev and cardiacgsuy was

done on him free-of charge.

Three children in need of urgent surgical inteni@ambn heart
were invited to Kiev City “Heart” Centre for undeigg surgery
free-of charge. Cardiac surgery of another threddrem was
financed by “Bright Future of Children” Public Umio

Children who returned to Baku with restored healtére
welcomed by the Ombudsman at the Heydar Aliyev éir@and
presented with gifts.

Children who underwent surgical intervention welacpd in
“Meslek” Resort Camp under “Shirin” kindergartemogated and
reconstructed by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation. Ombudsman
continuously visited the centre, became acquaintgith
conditions and health status of these children ahddren
suffering from Down’s syndrome, psychological temsiautism,
diabetes as well as haemophilia and took interesheir living
conditions, food and organisation of their leistinee.

Apart from that, in September, the Commissioneretogr
with “For the Bright Future of Children” Public Wm sent
another three children with heart diseases to Kmwl they
underwent surgical intervention and returned tar tb@untry.

Moreover, the Ombudsman applied to the Ministryabour
and Social Protection of Population concerning cage of
transportation and subsistence expenses of childnenparents
travelling to Kiev, and in accordance with relevaegislation,
expenses of disabled children and their parentge wevered and
they were provided with financial assistance.

Generally, with the support of the Ombudsman, i0&80ne
child and in 2009 three children with severe hedigeases
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underwent surgical intervention in Kiev, and thaealth was
restored.

Furthermore, in October 2009, professor Todurov enad
another visit to Azerbaijan, examined more than ¢@@iren and
gave lectures at Customs Hospital.

Additionally, the Ombudsman applied to the Presiderthe
State Oil Company with regard to free-of-charge gma
operation of two children with heart diseases froainerable
families. Eventually surgical operations on thes® tchildren
were also successfully implemented.

The fact of existence of 12 000 children with hediseases
and that most of them are from vulnerable familgeslarming.
There is pressing necessity for the constructionCaildren
Cardiac Operations Centre and ensuring free-ofgehaurgical
operation of children with heart diseases.

Applying to the Ombudsman office, an applicant #ormed
that due to the lack of financial means he canrmterc the
expenses for the operation of his son’s eyes akedalselped in
this matter. Following Ombudsman’s application he Ministry
of Health, the child successfully underwent freesloérge
surgical operation on his eyes at the Instituteyd Diseases.

The reforms carried out in health sector will eeabhsuring
human’s, including children’s rights to healthaiting of
gualified personnel and establishment of specialica¢ centres.

Appreciating the works carried out in the given kyothe
Ombudsman recommends implementation of under-nresdio
measures towards ensuring the health of children:

— To adopt the “Program on encouraging employment of
medical personnel in rural areas” in health sector;

— To establish “National Blood Donors Day” and arrang
blood donation actions for Blood Bank for the purpse of
proactive involvement of population in blood donatbn
movement;
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— To adopt the Law on Reproductive Health;

— To raise public awareness on reproductive health;

— To advocate healthy lifestyle;

— To raise public awareness on breast feeding of cHien,
iodized salt and microsupplements;

— To ensure full coverage of need of children with @dibetes in
Lantus medicine;

— To establish medical aid stations within schools ral
supply of necessary medicines and other facilitiesor
schools;

— To make changes and amendments to relevant legiskat
on provision of special financial assistance, inctling
nursery (caregivers) for children until they are lyear old
for the family with twins and triplets and rendering of
assistance for pregnant women and women with chilen
of breastfeeding age;

- To make changes and amendments to relevant legisiat
on insurance of children by the State for the purpee of
protection of their health.

Violence Against Children

The violence is the crime committed against ang@ein any
case at any time and considered as the violatidmuofan rights.
The Article 46 of the Constitution states: “No aren be tortured
and tormented. ...”

Complying with the principles of democratic societye
prevention of daily violence is connected with fudution of such
problems as provision of people’s safety, adheretacdegal
norms, reduction of risks of being insulted withdomestic
environment (family, work and public places), dodmation of
human values
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The Ombudsman repeatedly emphasizes that difféoemts
of violence committed against people, including vemmand
children, violate their rights and freedoms; ecomoproblems,
including poverty and conflicts within the familyfurther
deteriorates the impact of violence. The Commissi@iso states
that the main targets of violence are women andk.giBhe
highlights the importance of joint collaboratiorr the purpose of
strengthening the struggle of state bodies andiapess NGOs
against this trouble.

In order to build systematic fight against dailpleince based
on international principles and national legislatiothe
“Comprehensive Program of the Republic of Azerlmijan
Combating the Daily Violence in Democratic Societwas
approved with the Resolution of the Cabinet of Mieis of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, dated January 25, 2007. UThinate
objective of the Program is to reduce domestic evioé and
prevent violent forms of behaviour in different spés of personal
and public life of the Azerbaijan population by meaof special
measures within five years.

The Ombudsman carries out measures towards eliomat
the discrimination as well as violence againstdieih within the
schools and in case of receipt of complaints is fl@ld initiates
urgent exploration of the problem.

In one of the complaints addressed to OmbudsmaiceOitf
was indicated that Principal of school #10 of Nitaistrict
abused and beat the students of the 5 “c” form wibiber sticks.
The Child Rights Advisor and the Employee of ChRights
Centre of the Ombudsman Office immediately exploteé
incident and held conversation with parents.

It was found out that on March 1, 2007 the schacdatior
became angry with the noisy behaviour of studehtth® semi-
group of the 5 form, banging around in the absence of a teacher
during the lesson of English language, and bea tivéh rubber
sticks. Afterwards, school principal gathered bsémi-groups in
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one room and forced students of the first semiqgrimukneel in

front of the rest of the class until the end of ligson. This act of
violence negatively influenced psychological sttehildren and
led to increase of drop-out cases. The parents gofieved

children applied to the Prosecutor Office of Nizaghstrict and

informed that there was not held any investigatiegarding the
incident.

For solving the problem the Ombudsman turned to the
Ministry of Education and the Prosecutor Officetbé Nizami
district of Baku city and asked them to investigttis case and
take other relevant measures.

As a result, based on the Order No. 11/185 of B@ky
Education Department of April 10, 2007, the Labd&wontract
signed with school principal #10 was cancelled.

One of other complaints was about the teacher efstthool
#300 of Bilajari settlement who taped the moutla student. The
case was explored and eventually, the teacher wsamissed
following the relevant order.

Such kind of punitive measures result in the reduacof the
cases of violence against children within the sthoo

It should be noted that due to different reasoriklem are
placed in children’s homes, different types of lolray schools,
children Correctional Institution, temporary detent centres
within police departments and other establishmeri@sten,
services available for the children in these eshbients are not
at the proper level. Besides, unfortunately, in saases children
are exposed to violence by their caregivers orgderthis regard
the Ombudsman Office together with UNICEF initiagedurvey
with the purpose of exploration of the cases oferioe against
children in different institutions. This surveyas integral part of
Country Survey carried out by the UN for “Assesstnehthe
Cases of Violence Committed Against Children in @flheres”.

The research is aimed at defining the cases ofenia
committed against children in establishments artdke measures
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towards elimination of the gaps existing in theddi As the result
of the selection Baku, Sumgayit, Ganja, Tovuz, AfgstGedebey,
Gax, Oguz, Zagatala, Balakan, Sabirabad, Alibayra@allilabad,
Beylagan, Lenkaran, Lerik, Shamakhy, Berde, GulzthRavachi
districts were targeted by the assessment. Thesiwynof Internal
Affairs, the Ministry of Labour and Social Protexti of
Population and the Ministry of Justice and Ministl Health
have also facilitated the implementation of theeasment within
different establishments. Apart from the Ombudsnifice
personnel, 15 representatives from NGOs, identifiedhe basis
of interview, participated in the conduction of thesearch. The
training has been carried out for participants hyirgernational
expert. The assessment also covered group disogssigth
children and chiefs of establishment and interweath personnel
working with children. Moreover, the existing lelgison on
prevention of the violence against children waslyseal. Report
and recommendations on elimination of active pnoisiewere
prepared based on the assessment results andosemderned
bodies and UNICEF.

The Ombudsman took the floor at the “National Coerfiee
on Child Protection in Azerbaijan” held on Octol22-24 on the
theme “The Importance of Independent Monitoringhie Field of
Children’s Rights Protection” and provided the coemgnsive
information to participants on monitoring activgtiearried out by
the Ombudsman office on protection of childrenghts, cases of
violence against children, the implementation of - de
institutionalization program, familiarization withe efficiency of
Children Resource Centres’ operation, improvemémhegslative
system on child’s rights, and on future tasks doidyations.

Apart from psychological and physical violence,ldten also
face sexual violence committed by peers and in scases even
by family members. In order to prevent deteriomatiof the
psychological state of children who became victioissexual
violence and prevent them from additional psychiclaigstrike,
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interrogation centres equipped with special ingtalh should be
established based on international experiencehéset centres,
parties interested in the investigation of violerar& restoration
of fair trial (police officers, state prosecutotgiges, child’ legal
assignee, advocate) should be placed in sepaxateand provide
psychologist sitting in other room with questionsbe addressed
to aggrieved children. The latter in his/her tunow@d interrogate
the child. The conversation should be recorded ased later
during investigation and trial. However, unfortuglgt currently,

child victims of violence are being questioned egpdly. In

addition, comprehensive information about them nsvigled to

public what exerts negative impact on child psyobwl

In this regard, it is important to learn internatib experience
and apply it in Azerbaijan taking into account ogntl
peculiarities.

Additionally, within the framework of the Projectno
“Combating Violence Against Women in the XXI centur
implemented by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, the UN
Population Fund and the State Committee on Familymen and
Children’s Affairs, the Ombudsman Office personpetticipated
in the training on management of Crisis Centresciviwill be
established for female victims of violence. Turkiglxperts
provided participants with comprehensive informatan gender
equality, the definition, types and forms of viote against
women, level of prevalence of violence, internatioexperience
on prevention of the cases of violence, hot lin@svictims of
violation, purpose, working principles, servicesdaworking
directions of Crisis Centres, role of asylums agwvises provided
by them. In the course of training a draft versadrthe National
Strategy on combating of above mentioned caseglisagssed.

In the recommendation of the UN Committee on thghRi of
the Child submitted to Azerbaijani Government, dipglication of
punishment in the upbringing of children was reddrito as a
problem, and the necessity of adoption of the lawlietly
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prohibiting all the types of corporal punishmenthwihe purpose
of the elimination of this problem was highlightiéerein.

The Ombudsman Office prepared and submitted to the
Parliament a draft law “On the Protection of Cheldrfrom
Corporal Punishment”. With the support of the UNFKCRosters
advocating inadmissibility of corporal punishmerft ahildren
were prepared, published and distributed with avvie@ conduct
public awareness work in the society.

Furthermore, the Ombudsman recommended ratificatidne
Convention on the Protection of Children from Seéxua
Exploitation and Abuse of the Council of Europengid by the
Republic of Azerbaijan on November 17, 2008.

Moreover, the adoption of the law “On Domestic ¥mie”
which is being discussed in the Parliament is ofast importance
and Ombudsman offered her recommendations thereon.

Domestic Violence and Early Marriage

Sometimes, due to certain reasons, children aresexbto
different types of violence. They face violence mhaiat schools,
within families, state institutions, detention aest and public
places. Children attending school, living in estbhents, living
or working on streets are exposed to violence by teers.

One of the alarming factors is that in the majoofycases,
parents don’t allow girls to attend school at uppksses and
force them to enter into marriage at early age ouththeir
consent.

By being committed to the principles of legal stated the
Republic of Azerbaijan guarantees preference ofttatvaditions
for ensuring provision of human rights. Thus, acklsaigement
of the case of bride abduction as legal norm ondging within
the Criminal Code is brilliant example. However, soch case
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there is a need for liberalization of crime. Moreqvthese
situations cause artificial increase of statistickidnapping.

The Article 34 of the Constitution of the Republaf
Azerbaijan states that everyone possesses thetdghter into
marriage upon reaching the age stipulated by the [@he
Ombudsman offered appropriate recommendations maecned
bodies on conduction of public awareness eventadmasting of
commercial trailers of social nature in TV channalsd in case of
identification of early marriage cases by polical gmwosecutor,
bringing to criminal responsibility males marryingderage girl
following the Article 152 of the Criminal Code. imost cases, as
a result of early marriage, girl drops out of sdhd@rms her
health and becomes unable to guarantee her finasesarity in
the future as well as protect own rights and rigbitder child
(children). In order to prevent the occurrence wfhscalamities,
along with conduction of awareness-raising actsitithe police
officer should explain men intending to marry uradgr girl and
their parents that early marriage is prohibitedhsylaw.

According to official statistics, the number of icnen born
out-of wedlock amounted to 26669 in 2004, 26052005, 22029
in 2006 and 17873 in 2007. Majority of them wererbm rural
areas. It should be especially noted that accortbhngata of the
year 2006, 5263 children were registered in viggistration
system based on application of single mothers.

Along with that, the number of children born to mers aged
15-17 was 1864 in 2000 and increased to 3124 i6.200

Number of children born out of officially registered
marriage

26669 26050

22029
17873 18421 ;5,339
11882
6282 7318 B.421 l

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

“Azerbaijan in figures”, State Statistical Committee of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2010, p. 153
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Above-mentioned official statistics has also canéd the
necessity of strengthening the fight against thebl@m of early
marriages.

However, the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “@me
Rights of the Child” adopted in 1998 states thagsipective of the
fact of being born in or out of wedlock, childreossess the equal
right vs. their parents. Furthermore, the RepubficAzerbaijan
has acceded to the European Convention “On LegatlusStof
Children Born out of Wedlock” and undertaken a nemibf
obligations.

Sometimes, the cases of sexual violence occur witeim the
family. These crimes are either revealed when chdsle been
being exposed to violence for a long period of time not
revealed at all.

Based on international experience the Ombudsman
recommends the improvement of legislation and the
implementation of under-mentioned measures with vileev of
absolute elimination of the cases of violence agjathildren:

— Adoption of the Law “On the Protection of Children from
Corporal Punishment”;

— Adoption of the Law on “Domestic Violence”;

— State ratification of the Council of Europe Convenion on
the Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation and
Abuse;

— Making changes and amendments to relevant legislati
on aggravating the punishment for the cases stipuied in
Article 152 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of
Azerbaijan in order to prevent the cases of early marriage;

— Familiarization  with  international experience on
interrogation of children victims of sexual exploitition and
its child-friendly application with consideration of local
moral values;
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- Making changes and amendments to the Family Code on
the identification of marriage age for woman and mae as
18

Violence against Children Committed by Means of
Contemporary Technology

The innovations gained in the field of technologin new
problems into society and it concerns the world camity. In
last recommendation of the UN Committee on the Rigif the
Child submitted to the Azerbaijani government, éahsence of the
law of internet services providers, attraction loildren especially
through internet to cruelty, racialism, pornograptsre stated as
problems. The Committee suggested that the Statg geavelop
programmes and strategies to use mobile technolowdia
advertisements and the Internet as means for gaeivareness
among both children and parents on information raaterial that
affect the well-being of children.

It should be mentioned that according to intermeatio
experience, violence against child is the act camechiagainst
child by abusing and without abusing the childs lgratifying that
posting of porno sites at servers of providers fionmg in
Azerbaijan is not allowed and it is continuousiytolled by the
Ministry of Communication and Information Technaolesy
Ensuring public control towards prevention of usafsuch type
of sites by children at internet clubs is of gremiportance.
Furthermore, relevant measures on limiting the s&de porno
sites are carried out in the course of implememtatof the
program on computerization of schools by the Migisof
Education.

Within the framework of the “Human Rights Month”rdad
out on the initiative of the Ombudsman, the Ministof
Communication and Information Technologies hold Seminar
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on “Protection of Child Right on Internet”. Speaiirat the
seminar, the Representative of the Ombudsmanefiated that
the problems of children in digital society, espdygithe issue of
protection of children from internet claim urgentteation,
highlighted that ethical rule of conduct, cultumedathinking are
being formed in childhood, and talked on respofigibof state
bodies, civil societies and families in this fieldlso, he stated
that the danger imposed by the internet requiresoise
investigation and legal approach and emphasizedntpertance
of perception of computer environment, internetcgpavirtual
world by children in minute details, education bitrules of
expedient usage of the internet and identificat@nrule of
conduct in this field.

Additionally, the representative noted that specdrdkrnet
clubs, including content-reach and comprehensiternet sites,
were established for children with the view of metron of such
cases, in accordance with the recommendation of U
Committee on the Rights of the Child, relevant meas, such as
adoption of appropriate laws, application of splecaads, holding
continuous monitoring of internet clubs, making ripas and
amendments to legislation were ensured for the qmerpof
guaranteeing the efficient protection of childreoni involvement
in cruelty, racialism and pornography; and prop®san
elimination of problems were forwarded by the Onsgdn
office to concerned bodies.

Moreover, the Ministry of Education, “Microsoft Admijan”
company together with Azerbaijan Internet Forum are
implementing pilot project titled “Child Safety dnternet”. This
project is an integral part of the “Child Safety lida” global
program carried out by the “Microsoft” worldwideh& ultimate
purpose of the project is to protect children frdmarmful
information impact and draw public attention tostilgsue. Within
the frame of the project, special manuals on recentations and
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rules of safe usage of Internet will be prepared teachers,
parents, and children.

At the same time, after the possibility of informoat transfer
has emerged, pictures and video snapshots reflectexual
exploitation became widespread among children ahé t
prevention of this problem became difficult. Strémaning the
public control by parents and teachers over childfer the
purpose of partial solution of this problem is oéaf importance.

The problem of child suicides within the countryasother
area for concern.

Thus, 15 children in 2001, 19 in 2002, 21 in 2088jn 2004,
35 in 2005, 44 in 2006, 57 in 2007 and 58 in 20068mitted
suicides within the country. The increase of sw@sigear-by-year
concerns the State and society. We deem that #es ad suicide
among children should be deeply explored, educalticand
medical personnel, especially pedagogues should nmge
responsible towards this issue and preventive nmesshould be
carried out with the purpose of prevention of ssithations in the
future.

It should be especially mentioned that in most €aB¢ and
newspapers, including other means of mass medagdbast and
distribute information which can threaten mentald amoral
development of children result in psychical shoaid aeven
suicide of children.

Thus, after continuous publication of pictures aeation of
former Iraqi President in mass media, newspapersl an
broadcasting without prior warning of video snapsheflecting
the process of execution, N. Hassanov aged 8 irtitdhaillage
of Tovuz district, S.Suncheleyev aged 12 in Mehddhbettlement
of Absheron district, N.Orujov in Kohne Amankendlage of
Bilasuvar district committed suicide while on Jaryua7, 2007,
suicide attempt of the"Bgrade student living in M.A.Rasulzade
settlement of Binagadi district was prevented.
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Taking into account that the broadcasting of tHermation
advocating cruelty through TV channels, its repgateblication
in the press and posting on the internet may résutagic cases
and psychical shock of persons with feeble psyaglespecially
of children, the Ombudsman applied to the Chairro&rPress
Council and National TV and Radio Broadcasting Guun
emphasizing that in a number of international tesadcceded to
by the State, the protection of rights and legedrgsts of children
is prioritized. She stated that these treatiesughelprovisions on
protection of children from information which camre¢aten their
mental and spiritual development.

In her application, the Ombudsman noted that thelarl7 of
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child immosa States
Parties obligation to enable the children to reeeaivformation
from various sources, ensure the distribution of temals
contributing to social and cultural development dfildren
through mass media and take measures towards tooteaf
children from information reflecting acts of violss

Moreover, despite broadcasting of TV programs aifrdsf
reflecting the acts of cruelty at evening hoursjrthdvertisements
are being broadcasted several times during the day.

Similar negative cases lead to violation of théhtsg moral
damage, involvement in misdeeds by criminals, dei@ttempts
and isolation of adolescents from society.

In her application the Ombudsman recommended t@ giv
instructions on the implementation of necessarysmes towards
protection of children from information threatenitigeir mental
and moral development and control the situationorder to
prevent occurring of such cases in the future.

Following Ombudsman’s application, warning informat
was delivered before broadcasting of programs ae@vsn
demonstrating cruel scenes, which prevents the romoee of
negative cases such as moral damage of children.

58



Furthermore, in response letters of National TV &watlio
Broadcasting Council it was stated that “SpecialleRuon
Broadcasting of Programs threatening physical, elexrtd moral
development of children and adolescents, prograrmoadeasted
uncoded, including programs demonstrating cruetty arotica”
were adopted and sent to all TV and Radio Broadwasigencies
and relevant measures on their implementation teden. Based
on our application and in accordance with the UNh@&mtion on
the Rights of the Child, the Law of the RepublicAaerbaijan on
the Rights of the Child, the Article 11.4 of thew.ef the
Republic of Azerbaijan “On Mass Media” of Januaf, 2007,
National TV and Radio Broadcasting Council gaveevaht
instruction to all broadcasting agencies with tl@wof ensuring
prevention of distribution of the information aboadolescents
without their consent and the consent of theirllegaignees.

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child is also
concerned about the increase of the cases of su@mdong
adolescents. Aiming at aversion of this probleng, @ommittee
recommends Azerbaijan to strengthen efforts ongargon of the
cases of suicides by paying a special attentioreittforcing the
provision of psychiatric services for adolescents.

Child Trafficking

The *“National Action Plan on Combating the Human
Trafficking in the Republic of Azerbaijan” was apped
following the Resolution of the President of thepRllic of
Azerbaijan of May 6, 2004, while on June 28, 2008, Law “On
combating the Human Trafficking” was adopted, anukdal
Agency on Fight against Human Trafficking was eksaled
within the Ministry of Internal Affairs with the ppose of
combating the human trafficking within the countifrthermore,
the Cabinet of the Ministers of the Republic of Awmgjan
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adopted a number of regulatory-legal acts, inclgdifhe Rules
on Establishment, Financing and Operation of andti©b over
Activities of Special Establishments for the Victinof Human
Trafficking”, “Rules on the Handing Over of the Wms of
Human Trafficking to Special Police Departments Umngent
Manner and without Obstacles”, “Rules on the Immatation of
Social Rehabilitation of the Victims of Human Tiaking”,
“Resolution on Defining the Amount of Allowancesigdo the
Victims of Human Trafficking within the Period of
Reintegration”, “The Statute on Fund of Assistatacthe Victims
of Human Trafficking”.

The Republic of Azerbaijan has acceded to a mgjaft
international treaties on fight against human ic&fihg, including
the UN Convention Against Transnational Organizedn€, its
complementing Protocol on Prevention and Elimimated and
Punishment for Human Trafficking, Especially Treking of
Women and Children, Optional Protocol of UN Convamin the
Rights of the Child On Child Trafficking, Child Pstitution and
Child Pornography and the UN Convention on Conmigathe
Human Trafficking and Exploitation of Prostitutiday the Third
Parties.

In order to ensure organisational framework of fight
against human trafficking, the National Coordinatoicharge of
fight against human trafficking was appointed. AsKaForce
composing of the representatives of concerned &eakecutive
power bodies was established with the view of distaient
integrated system of cooperation of stakeholdersNafional
Action Plan and ensuring the exchange of expergraraong
them.

By supporting the initiatives realized in this dethe National
Action Plan on combating the human trafficking ve tRepublic
of Azerbaijan for the years of 2009-2013 was appdobeing
based on the Resolution of the President of theuBR&p of
Azerbaijan of February 6, 2009.

60



In the result of continuous raids carried out byAMI number
of brothels were revealed and concerned partieg Wweyught to
account. Moreover, MIS constantly conducts raidsbars and
upon identification of children; they eventuallyeataken under
control. It is necessary for people to be awareevkaled facts.
The Ministry of Internal Affairs has opened freeabfarge hot
line #152 and established asylum in the city of Bdér the
victims of human trafficking. These centres areigged with
special rooms for children where psychologistsvaoeking with
the victims. Public awareness should be raisedvailadility of
hot line for the cases of sexual exploitation dfdrien.

With the support and technical assistance of theidity of
Communication and Information Technologies thregtdiot line
#916 functioning during 24 hours was establishedhiwi
Ombudsman Office in order to enable children amit fharents to
appeal to Ombudsman in case of violation of chiireights, and
information thereon was distributed through conedrrstate
bodies, central and local executive power bodiesraass media.
The establishment of this hotline enables moreabédi efficient
and urgent protection of children’s rights in tloaiotry.

Monitoring of Mass Media
on Children’s Rights Protection

Personalities, names and addresses of child viafra®lence
and children committing crimes are sometimes sptgagolice
through the means of mass media. Also, the sinmfarmation is
distributed after revealing children during raidbrothels, night
clubs, or bars. In this connection, the Ombudsnpaplied to the
Minister of Internal Affairs noting that the spreaaf such
information can result in the violation of childierrights, their
psychical stress, involvement in crimes, suicidemapts, isolation
from society and other negative implications. Adee indicated
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that such cases lead to violation of children’sitsgenshrined in
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and inwmber of
local legislative norms.

Furthermore, the Ombudsman applied to mass media an
advised them to be cautious in enlightening theiessabout
children and dissemination of information threatgniheir future
lives.

Moreover, the Ombudsman turned to concerned booies
broadcasting of programs that possibly exert negatnpact on
psyche of children at times defined by legislatantheir coded
broadcasting. The National TV and Radio Broadcgs@ouncil
of the Republic of Azerbaijan stated that «Rulesbaradcasting
of programs menacing physical, mental and spiritiesdelopment
of children, programs broadcasted without codinggluding
programs demonstrating pornography, erotica andltgfuwere
sent to all TV and Radio Broadcasting Agencies agldvant
steps were taken for their implementation.

However, the Ombudsman notes with feeling of reghnet
information on contamination of the child aged 1ithwHIV was
enlightened in mass media, such step degraded aheuh and
dignity of this child and other people infected twihis disease
and lead to formation of negative thinking withinet society
against mentioned people and enable their expogore
discrimination.

The Ombudsman met with that person detained iopH#sS of
the Ministry of Justice Penitentiary Service Cerdrel became
acquainted with his living conditions, health, gsgiogical status
and problems.

Meeting was also witnessed by the doctor of AID$it&eof
the Ministry of Health I. Ahmedova, Ombudsman Géflawyers
and psychologists and representatives of the Mynst Internal
Affairs.
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Adolescent noted that in case of provision of asyland
employment in the future he will never return t@ravious life
style.

Alongside with proving the actuality of the problem
identification of this case necessitated the attemit of the
attention to this sensitive issue by concerned dmdincluding
civil society. Based on police raids to entertaintnand resort
centres, bars and night club, it was revealedhbeg children are
exposed to different types of exploitation, inchgli sexual
violence. In order to prevent the occurrence ofhswases,
relevant instructions should be given on prohikitthe entrance
of children to different entertainment centres, asahtinuous
monitoring should be carried out.

The Ombudsman takes measures on preventing disbnbof
promotional posters violating child’s rights andnaaging their
psychological state.

Thus, promotional poster of “VIP ART” which was péal in
the side face of building situated on 89 Tebrize&ty in the
vicinity of underground station N. Narimanov anddther city
spots depicts the child cleaning the shoes of @er gerson.

In this connection, Ombudsman immediately appliedhe
Chief of Advertisement and Information Agency ofkBaCity
Executive Power and noted that this promotionatgras out of
line with the Article 21.2 of the Law of the Repigblof
Azerbaijan “On Advertisement”. By emphasizing théte
mentioned Article prohibits depicting the imageaalolescents in
any type of promotional means for the advertisemeht
commodities not related to them and that such casest
negative impact on psychological state of childretine
Ombudsman requested to explore the case reflattagoplication,
to take relevant measures and consider this infooman future.

In response letter, it was noted that due to placerof this
promotional poster without reaching an agreementth wi
Advertisement and Information Agency of Baku CityeEutive
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Power Body, company was provided with warning ftet@d
informed on dismantling the mentioned posters.

Moreover, taking into account that involvementfoé thild in
advertising “Jin Card” services of Bakcell Mobilepé&ator on
television and in promotional posters is out oélmith the Article
21.2 of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijjan “On
Advertisement”, the Ombudsman applied to Advertisetmand
Information Agency and eventually broadcasting dfese
commercial trailers were terminated and promotiquuaters were
removed.

In order to prepare proposals and recommendatiams o
analysing national legislation regulating the atfivof mass
media from the viewpoint of children’s rights anal ensuring its
harmonization with international standards, the Oddman
Office with the support of the UNICEF selected twaperts,
familiarized with international experience, anatysaational
legislation, and prepared relevant  proposals and
recommendations. These proposals and recommensialvene
discussed with the participation of the relevardies, NGOs and
experts and sent to the Parliament and other coedebodies.
Furthermore, the Ombudsman Office in cooperatioth whe
UNICEF carried out training seminars on childrenghts for
journalists.

The Ombudsman recommends mass media journalists to
demonstrate sensitivity in preparation of progranand
information on children and to attach special ditento the
advocacy of children’s rights:

- To ensure that the broadcasting of programs
demonstrating cruelty and other such type of infornation
at times other than defined by rules should be
accompanied with “Prohibited for the view of children”
and with other warning notes;
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— To produce continuously different child-oriented
programs covering different subjects;

— To allocate children’s right hours on monthly basisin TV
channels;

— To broadcast social trailers on TV channels and iscreens
placed on the streets and to place posters, placardother
advertisement and promotional materials on childrers
rights in cities and districts of the country;

— In order to prevent the damage imposed on childrers
psychological development by harmful information ganed
through mass media, internet sites and other meansnd
the cases of violation of children’s rights in massedia to
make changes and amendments to the existing laws time
field of media.

Child Labour Exploitation

The problem of child labour exploitation which hascome
more pressing in recent years draws the attenfiboth State and
public. Different reasons cited below are contiihgitto the
shaping of child labour as a serious problem: i@ thsult of
occupation of Azerbaijani lands by Armenian forcemre than
one million people became refugees, more than D00cBildren
were born in tent camps; the war badly hit the tgtsmeconomy
and intrastate migration became typical for thentypult should
be noted that as a result of child labour explatat different
rights of children, including right to health, edtion, rest,
development and other rights are being violate& Gobvernment
has initiated a number of measures aimed at eliomaf the
problem of child labour exploitation.

The problem of child labour was enshrined in thddia
Code and in Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan oa Rights of
the Child. The Article 24 of the Law on the Riglatisthe Child
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states that child possesses the right to laboacaordance with
his/her age, health status and the level of seecgrstzhool and
vocational training preparedness. Moreover, Artizlef the same
law highlighted the prohibition of the sale of diotic beverages
and tobacco products to children, application afdckabour in
hard, harmful working conditions, including undergnd tunnels,
mines and other underground works, night clubss lexerting
negative impact on morale behaviour of childrend aim
production, transportation, sale and storage ofohallic
beveragegsobacco products, narcotic drugs and substances.

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, aszktb by
the Republic of Azerbaijan in 1992, includes a namiof
provisions on this issue. Thus, in accordance WithArticle 32
of the Convention, States Parties have to protbidtiren from
economic exploitation and from works inflicting dage to their
health, hindering their education or health, phglsianental,
spiritual, morale and social development. Furtheendtates
Parties have to define the minimum age limit forptoyment,
relevant requirements on the length of work hourd working
conditions for children, types of punishment anbdeotsanctions
for the persons exploiting child labour, within ioail legislation.

Moreover, the State is signatory to a number of«@ations
of International Labour Organisation, including th&onvention
on Urgent Measures for Prohibition and Preventibthe Worst
Forms of Child Labour”.

On March 18, 2009, as a result of referendum chwigt for
the purpose of making amendments and changes im0
Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, impatarovisions
on state care of children without parents or guwansli children
deprived of parental care, the prohibition of réonent of
children to works damaging their life, health orrale as well as
recruitment of children under the age of 15 wemiporated into
the Article 17 of the Constitution.
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There are cases when children from early agesaaced by
family to work in markets, private entities, on tlsé&reets in
activities which don’t correspond to their healttatgs and
physical ability. As a result, their childhood istcshort, mental
and physical development, development of naturdllssknd
talents, education, and rearing are badly affectedorder to
prevent such cases, concerned bodies should arthlysaurrent
situation and take relevant measures.

The Ombudsman with the support of National Confeaiilen

of EntrepreneurgEmployers) Organisations of the Republic of

Azerbaijan and International Labour OrganisationLO()
participated at the Intraregional Conference “Ornchiange of
Experiences and on Measures Carried Out in thed Fadl
Combating the Child Labour”.

Speaking at the conference, she noted that afteringa
independence, the Republic of Azerbaijan has actdde a
number of international and regional Conventionsd amas
improved national legislation with the purpose efydl state
building. The guests were informed that the rigiitall categories
of population, including children have been pragdctand,
towards this end, country has acceded to the UNv&dion on
the Rights of the Child, ILO Convention No. 182 thre worst
forms of child labour and other important treaties.

Ombudsman noted that as a result of occupation
Azerbaijani lands by Armenian forces, more thanillion people
became refugees and internally displaced persoase than 100
000 children were born in refugee camps, this sdanadamaged
country’s economy and led to the increasing of pgvievel and
exploitation of child labour. She also noted thaé do economic
growth within the country in recent years, povddyel reduced
from 49% to 16% and later on to 11%. As a resudt ¢thses of
child labour violations were also reduced.

of

The Ombudsman also discussed the adoption of Nation

Action Plan (NAP) on Human Rights Protection in twuntry,
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inclusion of the measures on protection of chiltteights and on
prevention of the exploitation of child labour tagr and carrying
out public discussions on these issues in allidistof country.

She noted that exploitation of child labour examtgative
impact on health of children, leads to drop-outsschool by
children and in some cases results in their fatl the streets. In
order to solve the problem of child labour, the Quiman
recommended the implementation of continuous etdighg
works, the strengthening of control, elimination tbe reasons
conditioning child labour, similar to internationekperience on
implementation of measures on encouragement ofireml at
certain age to labour activities, the establishneérdatabase for
exploration of current situation, carrying out ams#, the
explanation of obligations to employers and thedegimg of
assistance to vulnerable families with many chiidre

Execution of Court Decisions

Alongside with complaints on violation of childrenrights,
Ombudsman receives application on disregarding sthexre of
children during distribution of apartment betweg@owses in the
course of court investigation and on non-paymentlahony.
Relevant measures are being carried out with tee af solution
of these problems and restoration as well as emguwriolated
rights of children.

Sometimes, the rights and interests of child aretaicen into
consideration in due manner at the time of adoptércourt
decisions on distribution of apartment during doeoof parents,
on imposing the alimony, and eventually, childrea auffering
from financial viewpoint. Moreover, in some casesrt decisions
are not executed on time and fully, without objeettause, which
exerts negative impact on financial and spirituahdition of

68



child. As a result, children are forced to drop-ofitschool and
work to earn livelihood.

The Ombudsman receives a large number of complaimts
non-payment of alimony by parents for child supp®tie main
reason of this problem is that alimony payer is @uthe country
or he is officially unemployed. In most cases, éathdepriving
family of care, conceals his income and, by prowdifake
certificates, reaches the goal of being imposedhkyalimony in
the amount of 5-10 AZN per month. Such cases shdad
condemned by family and public.

Taking into account the existence of a huge nunmiier
problems on payment of alimony for child supportdsbtor in
accordance with court decision, the Ombudsman puwdrd
recommendation on establishment and applicatiome&thanism
on payment of alimony (which, based on court denisshould be
paid by defendant to claimant) by the State Sdeiatection Fund
(or “Alimony Fund” established within relevant stabody and
financed from state budget), provided that, evdhytudne amount
of paid alimony is recovered by the state from debt obligatory
manner.

Applications submitted to Ombudsman Office on payired
alimonies were kept in the focus of attention.

Applicant Z. from city of Baku, applicant T. fromil8suvar
district, refugee A. from Agdam district, applica®. from
Kurdamir district and applicant I. from Agstafa tiist applied to
Ombudsman noting that Court Decisions on paymeraliofony
were not executed. Following Ombudsman’s intergenti
incurred debts on alimony were fully reimbursed @nglas noted
that control over systematic payment of alimony adl ensured.
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Children’s Rights Clinic

In order to ensure provision of free-of-charge lesgavices on
children’s rights, further improvement of the stioba on
protection of children’s rights, and protectiontbéir interests at
court, the Ombudsman Office in cooperation with tR&O
Alliance on Children’s Rights, established by thenliidsman
office and appointed as its first National Coordtlimaand with the
support of the Embassy of Great Britain carried autumber of
works on establishment of the network of ChildrefRgghts
Clinic. Also, they organized training courses a thmbudsman
office for the students of law faculties of the BalState
University, “Azerbaijan” “Khazar” and “Western” Uwersities,
who are working at these clinics and provided theith the
information on child’s rights, the mechanism ofithgotection.

Children’s Rights Clinic fulfils the tasks of enswg advocacy
of children’s rights and education on these rigttie, cooperation
of lawyers in the field of children’s rights, theopision of legal
assistance to children, carrying out protectionknaircourt for the
purpose of solution of issues pertaining to thetgmion of
children’s rights and the training of young lawyens juvenile
justice.

During first two years of functioning, clinic resed 189
applications on civil cases. 142 of 158 completedes were
addressed successfully. Civil cases cover the sssnereceipt of
alimony, targeted social assistance, identificatbract of birth,
arrangement of documents for the children, givihdgdeen under
guardianship, and ensuring the right to housirgftrio education
etc.

Clinic’s personnel provide legal assistance to igplppersons
and ensure protection of these persons at coudsirarother
concerned bodies. The works on legal protectionamblying
persons is carried out not only in Baku but alsthim districts of
the country.

70



At the same time, legal protection of minor offersdis also
ensured by Children’s Rights Clinic. Clinic receive36
applications on criminal cases, 24 of 32 complatades were
addressed successfully.

Booklets and posters were prepared and library eveated
for raising public awareness on operation of clinkrepared
booklets and posters were distributed within défer higher
educational institutions, NGOs, international mgions and
secondary schools. Moreover, Children’s Rights i€kninternet
site www.crlc.az was established.

Currently, the Ombudsman keeps an eye on the operat
Children’s Rights  Clinic and continuously provides
recommendations on the increasing the efficiencyfutfilled
work.

The Protection of the Rights of Children from Refuge and
Internally Displaced Person’s (IDP) Families

In the result of occupation of the Azerbaijan lanig
Armenia, about one million people became refugeedsernally
displaced persons. About one hundred thousand rehildvere
born in refugee camps and forced to live as refsigea IDPs,
thus, their rights have been violated since the sranof their
birth.

Currently, the State takes important steps towtresolution
of the problems encountered by refugees and irterdizplaced
persons. People living in refugees’ camps and thate been
resettled to the newly constructed settlements. kiedergartens
and schools have been constructed for refugee atsinally
displaced children.

As a result of successful policy of the Presidehttlme
Republic of Azerbaijan, the refugee camp, consgdictn
Sabirabad district, was liquidated on DecemberZ2®,7. On the
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initiative of the Ombudsman, children took part anthde
speeches at the event dedicated to this occasiterwards
meetings with the people living in newly establdtsettlements
were held.

However, in spite of this, a number of problemseffigee and
internally displaced children remain unaddressed.

One of the problems is connected with the educatbn
refugee and internally displaced children. On thieol&, high
quality education is considered to be one of thestnimportant
problems within the country and children from vubdge families
are more exposed to this problem.

As compared with other strata of society, due tposure to
harder economic-social conditions, refugees ancdernially
displaced persons encounter difficulties in uplkinggof their
children. Economic and social problems hinderrtébadisation of
children’s right to education, health and othehtsy The State
carries out a number of measures in this respettaalditional
resources are being allocated for the improvemémconomic-
social conditions of refugees and internally dispth persons.
The amount of allowances allocated for them is dp@ionstantly
increased and, in case of entering higher educdtiostitutions
on paid basis, refugee children are being exemipted payment
of education fee.

The protection of refugee and internally displacéddren’s
rights is enshrined in the Article 39 of the Lawtbé& Republic of
Azerbaijan “On the Rights of the Child”. Accorditgthis article,
refugee and internally displaced children have tigat to be
provided with relevant status. The State takesnirggpropriate
measures in order to provide them with necessasteption and
humanitarian aid, arranges the search of theirnpsravith that
end in view cooperates with international instiins and
facilitates the activities of non-governmental angations.

The Ombudsman office pays special attention tqtioblems
of refugees and internally displaced persons. Quragular visits
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to refugee camps, the Ombudsman takes an inteneghd
conditions of the children growing up there and vpdes
assistance within her competence.

While paying regular visits to settlements estdiad in
Fuzuli, Beylagan, Agdam and other districts, as |wa$
“Gayidish” settlement, the Ombudsman holds meetimgth
refugees and internally displaced persons at thenmumities,
schools and kindergartens, carries out public aves® events on
different aspects of children’s rights, as weltases an interest in
existing problems and concrete steps towards thaution. It
should also be mentioned that, in connection withgroblem of
kindergartens which, due to the delay of financivgre not able
to commence their work ithe settlements and personnel couldn’t
receive their salaries, the Ombudsmapplied to the State
Committee on Affairs of Refugees and Internally fased
Persons, the Ministry of Finance and the MinistfyEducation.
Following Ombudsman’s interference, the problem was
addressed; necessary steps were taken in ordernablee
kindergartens to commence their operation.

School supplies, globes, maps and other visualkammisght by
the Ombudsman were provided to pedagogical persafreght
schools. Altogether, during visits made to “Gayndisettiement,
the Ombudsman brought with her about 1000 varicagks for
the school libraries of settlement. Furthermorege Ombudsman
held events on children’s right's protection in WHizdistrict with
the participation of the Head of the UNICEF Azepdaioffice,
Representative of the Cabinet of Ministers, the dHe& Local
Executive Power Body, the Director of Education Bement,
teachers, and students.

The Ombudsman applied to the State Commission on
Admission of Students in connection with the prabnsof schools
for refugees from Fuzuli and other districts witlooks; the
application was addressed in due manner.
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The Ombudsman met with teachers and students @kch
within the settlement, witnessed the process otation during
lessons, heard out wishes and desires of studedt&gdantified a
number of problems such as shortage of textbooksjning
equipment, including computers, sport equipment @mgliances
and others. In order to get familiarized with thenlg conditions,
health and nutrition of children in preschool ebthiments, the
Ombudsman visited kindergartens, met with kindegegateachers
and children, listened to their problems and offerber
recommendations. The Ombudsman also visited cemdal
hospital and medical centres within the settlemehgld
conversations with medical personnel and chiefs heglth
facilities and took an interest in the status afliyeborn children
In maternity section.

On the eve of a new 2009 academic year, the Ombamsm
paid a visit to Fuzuli district and within the fremork of this
visit, attended secondary schools #8 in Gayididtieseent and
#27 in Zobubcug province and met with teachersjesits and
their parents. First of althe Ombudsman attended schools for
refugee and internally displaced children. Speakiig the
meeting, she congratulated all the participants fasthcoming
New Academic Year, the Day of Education and Sa&anchadan
Holiday and called on pedagogues working at schiooleefugees
to improve their professional skills, pedagogicaégaredness,
teach disciplines in accordance with up-to-dateddeds, increase
the quality of education, enrol all children in eoh ensure the
upbringing of children in the spirit of nationallttual traditions
and patriotism and pay attention to their harmosidevelopment.

Children who should go to the first grade at setdat schools
were provided with school bags and other stuffcated by the
Heydar Aliyev Foundation. Teachers noted that i ¢burse of
education process they had benefited from texthquksards and
maps published with the support of the Heydar Aliye
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Foundation. The Ombudsman visited classrooms aads¢hool
library.

Moreover, she visited kindergarten at “Gayidishttleenent,
met with habitants, parents, became familiarizetth whe process
of children’s upbringing and working conditions kihdergarten
teachers. Visual aids, children’s literature, ualthg novels
“Folklore samples for children of preschool agetorg books
brought by Ombudsmawere distributed among kindergartens.
Children who would be enrolled in the first gradeont
kindergartens were supplied with school bags ameroschool
stuff by the Heydar Aliyev Foundation.

The Ombudsman attended hospitals in “Gayidish'esatnt
for refugees, got acquainted with maternity divisioheld
conversations with doctors and provided medicallif@es with
posters and publications on reproductive health #eaily
planning.

During the meeting, all hospitals, medical centrasd
kindergartens functioning in refugee settlementsewgiven the
set of bedclothes allocated by the State Commdtedffairs of
Refuges and Internally Displaced People.

Within the framework of the “Child Year” announcend
accordance with relevant Decree of the PresidetiteRepublic
of Azerbaijan, on the eve of the anniversary of jdhomassacre,
on the initiative of Ombudsman, together with thénistry of
Education, signature collection campaign was heldoray
children under the motto “We are Peace Envoys! il in
order to deliver the truth about Azerbaijan to tkeorld
community and signatures of 310 000 school stugdemttuding
refugee children, were collected in the lists whigre forwarded
to the UN Secretary General Special Represent&iv€hildren
and Armed Conflict, Madam Radhika Coomaraswamy.

Moreover, on the initiative of the Ombudsman anthwhe
support of the Ministry of Emergency, the Ministo§ Ecology
and Natural Resources, International Conferenc#astection of
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Children’s Rights in Extreme Conditions and thedRal National
Human Rights Institutions” dedicated to the"6@nniversary of
the Council of Europe, the ®@anniversary of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child and the announcement 00289 Child
Year was held on May 25-27, 2009. Children’s rights
Ombudsmen and international experts from differeotintries
participated in this prestigious event. The issofethe protection
of children’s rights in extreme conditions, the ditions of
children in armed conflicts, rendering urgent dasise to the
children affected by climate changes, various r@atisasters and
negative environmental impact of man-caused disasteere
broadly discussed; video shots on occupation ofAberbaijani
Land by Armenia and Khojaly massacre were shownth
conference participants.

It should especially be noted that children themeseltook
part and made speeches in this conference, studeons
International Children School, Secondary Musicahdt named
after Bulbul and Children Home #2 delivered musical
performances, presentation on work fulfilled in tigy of Baku
and districts by the members of Azerbaijani ChddCthild Peace
Network was made.

The conference participants were informed that Baigan
had been suffering from Armenian occupation for entiran 20
years and one fifths of its territory had been poed; the problem
of protection of the rights of children in armeddlts, refugee
children constituting a third of one million refuege as well as
captive children was highlighted in the conferenteshould be
noted that foreign guests attended Guba cemetewning mass
killings committed with particular cruelty by Armiam forces
during March massacres of the year of 1918 andessted the
obvious facts of Armenian vandalism with anxietydaense of
outrage. At the end of the Conference the Baku &atitbn was
adopted. The Declaration included the recommendatio the
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establishment of an Ombudsman for Children’s Rigiris
Azerbaijan.

The Declaration highlighted the necessity of makangappeal
on ensuring regular control over relevant respolisés of the
UN Secretary General Special Representative fotd@&m and
Armed Conflict and UNICEF by taking into accountesjal
provisions on child protection included in the UNopity areas of
operation.

Moreover, journalists’ essays and children’s drasin
competitions on “The protection of children’s righth extreme
conditions” were carried out and, within the franoekv of the
conference, the winners were awarded.

The Ombudsman in cooperation with the UN Develogmen
Program, UNHCR, UNICEF, Norwegian Refugees Council,
International Red Cross Committee and other intenal
institutions highlighted the problems of refugeesl anternally
displaced persons and called on these institutionsake joint
efforts towards protection of the rights of thesejle.

As an integral part of this cooperation, holdingediucational
seminars for the staff of the Ombudsman Office,eemsly for
personnel working in the field of protection of hitg of refugees
and internally displaced persons, and familiar@atiwith the
international law documents on more efficient pcttn of the
rights of refugees and internally displaced persamesof utmost
importance.

De-institutionalization and Alternative Care

The special attention is being paid to the childremeed of
special care within the country. The approval &f 8tate Program
on De-institutionalisation and Alternative Care tbe years of
2006-2015 based on the Decree of the Presidehed®epublic of
Azerbaijani of March 29, 2006 is an illustrativeaexple. The
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ultimate purpose of this program is to transfeddren from the
state institutions to family environment and essblas well as
apply the mechanisms on arrangement of alternative with the
view of ensuring healthy development in family eoniment and
integration into society of children who lost thparents and were
deprived of parental care. The program targetedchalidren
homes, boarding schools and children homes for cireed
children.

The main provisions on the exploration of the ctiods of
children within state children institutions, holdira continuous
monitoring work, the enrolment of children given families in
education and provision of health and rehabilitaservices have
been identified in the program.

The right of children to live in family environmehtis been
endorsed in international and national legislatidrus, the
Article 17 of the Convention on the Rights of thikil@ envisages
the child’s right to live with parents and rececage from them.

Upon the initiative of the Ombudsman for increasithg
efficiency of the implementation of De-Institutidization
Program, the exploration of the conditions of ctald transferred
from institutions to biological and alternative fidies,
independent monitoring and monitoring with the gvation of
the representatives of the Ministry of Educatiorrevearried out
in the years of 2007 and 2008.

Based on the inquiry made to the Ministry of Edigraby the
Ombudsman, the list of children given to familiesswdeveloped,
on the basis of which, monitoring plan was deveth@ad special
questionnaires were prepared.

According to the information received from the Mimy of
Education in 2007, in the years of 2005-2006, 3@fden had
been transferred from state institutions to farsilién order to
investigate the efficiency of program implementat@ming at
familiarization with the situation of children gindo families the
Ombudsman Office personnel and the representati@hitdren’s
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Rights Centre under the Ombudsman Office carriedaoalysis
on the basis of provided list upon the initiativd the
Ombudsman. As a result, it was identified thatdwihg the
adoption of this program 150 children were givenfamilies.
With the support of the UNICEF, the Ombudsman @ffic
personnel, including the representative of the dtai’'s Rights
Centre under the Ombudsman Office, on the basislesftified
list, paid visits to districts and cities, held gersations with
parents and children using special questionnaires explored
their conditions.

During the monitoring, the conversation was heldhw®0
children (53 boys, 37 girls) from 25 cities andtuaess. Other
children were not covered by survey due to thegettdement
from mentioned addresses or wrong indication oif th@dresses.
65 out of children given to families were enroltedschool, while
others were not able to attend school because raindial
constraints and other hardships.

The monitoring identified that one of the childrgiven to
families was adopted by an alternative family, whither two
children aged 18, have been living with unrelatdraative
families since the completion of boarding schoolspite of the
fact that parents covered by surveys noted thanial hardship
was the main reasons of placement of childrenimgttutions, it
was identified that only five of these families werovered by
targeted social assistance. Moreover, in the cafregeeting with
families, it was revealed that despite the fact thay applied for
receipt of targeted social assistance they werewTtiered with
bureaucracy.

At the same time, the monitoring analysis showed tleath
of one of or both parents, divorce of parents,faial hardships
of family, absence of housing, the imprisonmenbmé of or both
parents and other similar reasons foster the tamdfchildren to
state institutions. In the majority of cases, oa itbturn of child to
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family, the financial standing of family is stillobh at the
appropriate level.

Furthermore, applying to the Ministry of Education2008,
the Ombudsman received the list of children giveriammilies in
2007 and carried out monitoring.

Within the frame of monitoring, 97 (42 girls, 55y out of
184 children from 29 cities and districts, giverfamilies in 2007
and 2008, were attracted to the survey. As 3 boysew
conscripted into military service and 3 girls eetkinto marriage
(official marriage), their families were covered the survey. It
should also be noted that two of the children giterfamilies
were turned back to other state institution agéahe majority of
children covered by the survey live in incompletenilies. At the
same time, monitoring revealed that 3 children afeout-of
wedlock birth.

17 children out of all covered by the survey wamnestate
institution within short period of time. It showssat formation of
children and family support centres is of great amg@nce, as it
would enable family encountering temporary hardship place
their child temporarily in these centres and asnsa® domestic
problem is solved to ensure the return of child famnily.
Otherwise, following the placement of child by csfeparents in
state institution, in spite of gradual rooting-oat problems
children are still living there for a long periotitone.

We were not able to meet with other 79 childrenntivin
these cities and districts. Despite our searcthemmton the basis
of addresses given by representatives of execptiveer bodies,
police departments and field inspectors, we coutd reach
positive results. The list provided by the Ministoy Education
stated that 4 children from one family moved to ffian province
of Russian Federation together with their familiesGanja city,
some mothers who had taken their children fromestadtitutions
moved to Turkey, Russia and other countries togeilidn their
children, and that is why we couldn’t meet withrthéHowever, it
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should be taken into account that in such casesxpitation of
children abroad is unavoidable.

57 out of 97 children we met, were enrolled toosttand one
of them was registered at school, but due to firhm@onstraints
and other problems didn’t attend school. It is pdaynote that in
spite of the fact that 27 children (32% of schogé @hildren we
met) are of school age and haven't completed otoliga
education; currently they don't attend the schdble root causes
of this problem are financial hardships of famégd frequent
change of rented place of residence, while the nrmapbrtant
reason is that management of state institution rdbesquire
reference on where a child given to family will tone his/her
education and doesn’t liaison with them. It shobéd especially
noted that in spite of the fact that some childnezre of school
age, they hadn’t attended school before placemenstitution.

The result of monitoring together with the list ofiildren
evaded school was sent to the Ministry of Educate asked to
take measures towards the enrolment of these ehilofr school
starting from new academic year and keep us infdromethat.

Regardless of the fact that parents we met notdfitrancial
hardships were the main reason why they placed thddren to
institutions, it was identified that families ofchildren out of 19
we met were covered by targeted social assistavioeeover, in
the course of meeting with families they informédttin spite of
the fact that they applied for receipt of targesedial assistance
they were encountered with bureaucratic delays.Qimbudsman
considered applications on this complaint and pa@sitesults
were attained. The Ombudsman office closely codpeenaith the
Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of Popidatwith the
view of elimination of problem in this field. Fugmore, based
on the initiative and proposal of the Ombudsmaelevant
changes and amendments were made to legislatiornthen
provision of social assistance. Thus, the termiedbpaovision was
extended from 6 months to one year, while the tefrisuspension
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of aid provision due to certain reasons was reduoma two
years to one year.

During the monitoring the reasons contributing méluix of
children returned to families into state institasowvere explored.

63 of children we met were placed in state insthg due to
financial hardships. Other children were placedhstitutions due
to the death of their parents (6 children), agsigmt of parent(s)
to work abroad (6 children), divorce of parents dfildren),
absence of caregiver (3 children), the imprisonnoépiarent(s) (3
children), by the relatives without informing moth@& children),
getting education (2 children), family conflict ¢ildren), illness
of child (1 child), as well as illness of parentcfiild).

The main reason of placement of children in stastitutions
is financial hardships. The survey showed that onlg child was
returned to family due to the improvement of finahsituation of
family, the financial standing of other familiesgsll poor. This
fact once again shows that vulnerable families|dtalprovided
with financial assistance in order to ensure norheditation of
children within family. The monitoring revealed th&4 children
returned to family at the request of parents, otihddren returned
due to various reasons, and one child left ingbitufor another
state institution. The return of children to thisimilies upon the
initiative of parents demonstrates that childrem rturned not in
the result of de-institutionalization program buttlee request of
parents.

The monitoring identified that children are exposed
violence, abuse and indifference by teachers arejaers within
institutions. The most widespread case of violesrmsountered by
children is physical abuse committed by teachetk canegivers.
25 out of all children we met face this type ofleice. Another
form of violence towards children includes forcitigem to carry
out cleaning works, (in latrine, bath-room, kitcherooms,
corridor, floor and yard), yelling at them, and ngsiphysical
punishments.
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The absence of centres where children encountesuu
problems can turn to provides ground for continuexisosure of
children to indifferent treatment. It should be edsplly noted
that, in spite of availability of laundry machinaed cleaners, in
most of the cases children wash their own and aothédren’s
clothes, clean rooms, bathroom, latrine and othacegs. Apart
from exerting negative impact on children healthchs cases
enable exploitation of child labour.

Children surrendered to families from Lenkaran City
Children’s Home (combined) named after O. Mirzayeted that
they were exposed to violence in the course ofyassent of the
institution previous director. However, aside frammissal from
work, the persons committing violence against c¢bitdshall be
held accountable. This enterprise was repairedhkyHeydar
Aliyev Foundation; its equipment was renovated godlity of
food was improved. Now, this enterprise is undegular
supervision of the Local Head of Executive Power.

Taking into account the fact that majority of cindd returned
to families encounter financial hardships, the Odsman office
with the purpose of partial solution of this prableollaborated
with the SOS Children Village Association and withthe
framework of “Strengthening Family” Project, evemonth 11
children from 6 families are provided with food.

Nevertheless, such kind of individual initiativeend solve
existing problem. One of the most important aspeotgributing
to the efficiency of this program in the countryth& provision of
sustainable financial support to biological, espligialternative
families. For instance, in the course of de-infithalization
process carried out in most of the CIS countrigsyipion of
financial support for the children given to famslibecame one of
the main components of this program. According tee t
information gained from Ukrainian State Guardiapshand
Children’s rights Protection Services, in the aifyKiev, during
2006, allowances in the amount of 2 minimum subseist fees,
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which amount to about 300 USD, were provided far ¢hildren
given to families based on alternative care model.

In Lithuania, lump-sum of 290 EURO is given to famior
adopted child and this amount is equal to the s@irallowance
provided to parents for each new born child. Afesin that,
every month each family is provided with additioadlbwances
for these children. The advantage of this pradgsciat pregnant
women are provided with 71 EURO after certain pbriof
pregnancy. It plays an important role in preventdmhe cases of
abandonment of children by future mothers due twarfcial
shortcomings.

The Ombudsman applied to concerned bodies in ctionec
with the provision of targeted social assistancevtinerable
families identified in the result of monitoring accordance to the
legislation, and the issue was addressed in expednner.
Moreover, the monitoring showed that some childréier return
to families’ evaded school. The relevant list waveloped and
application was addressed to the Ministry of Edocatvith the
purpose of re-enrolment of children in school.

However, this year the Ombudsman addressed thestdirof
Education regarding the provision of the list ofldten given to
families from institutions within the framework oDe-
Institutionalization Program in the course of 2088.a result, it
was revealed in response letter that in 2008 nédrem were
given to families within the frame of program.

Another issue triggering concern is that in mostesathe
apartments inherited from parents of children lin institutions
and children who are under guardianship (trustggsinie being
illegally registered in the name of other persbgsExecutive
Power and guardians (trustees) of children. Neetsis, the
Article 27 of the Constitution states that that8tguarantees the
inheritance right and that no one can be deprivegroperty
without court judgement.
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At the same time, taking measures for ensuring abhiving
conditions for the orphans discharged from staséitutions is of
great importance. Currently, orphan boys dischardesm
institutions are being conscripted into the armaxdds and girls
are forced to live on the streets or become thenvgcof criminal
and immoral activities. In Nizami district, residiah building for
orphan girls discharged from institutions was cargted and
measures are taken towards their employment. Thlengeup of
this initiative across other districts is of parambsignificance.

It is necessary to point out that, according tacadf statistics,
in 2008, the total of 844 children were adopteaf 9vhich were
adopted by foreigners or non-residents. Curredt®32 orphans
or children deprived of parental care live in ingdtons.

Moreover, within the last five years, 90 childrearh children
homes were given to biological families, 322 cheldrto
alternative families, 40 of which were adopted brefgn citizens.
It should be highlighted that the cases of givifgldren to
adoption to foreign citizens by the Ministry of Hibaare on the
decrease; such cases weren'’t reported in 2008.

In order to ensure the transfer of these childoeAzerbaijan
families, advocacy work should be initiated throughss media
and certain incentive mechanisms should be crefitedhose
families.

Within the frame of the “Chid Year”, the Ombudsmpaid
visit to Zerdabi settlement of Guba district anttiatled a Special
Type Boarding School where orphans or children igegdr of
parental care live and are brought up, met withoStibirector,
and discussed the issues on preparation for a cadeaic year.

The Ombudsman got acquainted with conditions ofrding
school, education, nutrition of children, provisiohmedical aid
for them, as well as the organisation of their estime and
examined classrooms, bedrooms, and canteen.

Moreover, the Ombudsman Office personnel visiteitddn
home of Lenkaran city, met with settled childremtegprise
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director and caregivers and explored the living ditions,
education, health, leisure time and problems dfesst

In previous annual reports the Ombudsman suggesied
creation of Asylum and Rehabilitation Centres wttle view of
prevention the influx of children into institutiondemporary
settlement of children in need of special care amabt-at-risk
children and provision of social and psychologiassistance for
them.

“The Rule on the Provision of Services for Adoleagsewithin
Specialised Social Rehabilitation Centres for Adoémts” was
approved with the Resolution of the Cabinet of Idieis of the
Republic of Azerbaijan of March 7, 2008. The docume
identifies the rule of the provision of social, peglogical and
other aids to children and their parents, legalgasgs in the
alleviation of difficult living conditions, the résration of their
social status in places of residence, educatiotitutiens and
workplaces and rules on taking measures by speedli
rehabilitation centres towards the return of claidto families.

It should be stated that the European Union alezt&40 770
€ for the purpose of facilitation of the Project Gformation of
Trusteeship Family System in Azerbaijan”. Withire trame of
the project, the mechanisms of Trusteeship Fanybte®n will be
created, various training courses will be carriedl, @and special
workers will be trained.

The stay of children in biological or alternativanfily
environment is obligatory for ensuring his/her rallind
development. In order to ensure the efficiencyhaf transfer of
children from institutions to families and implentation of the
De-Institutionalisation Program, the Ombudsman foumtvard a
number of proposals:

- In order to arrange and strengthen social protectia of
orphans and children deprived of parental care andensure
gradual solution of the problem it is necessary testablish
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Social Rehabilitation Centres with the capacity of
provision of social assistance to children and ensung
their return to families, Crisis Centres for children
exposed to violence, Asylums for Children and
Adolescents, and Aid Centres for the Children Depried of
Parental Care, to create the network of entities adh
services under state social protection bodies, toansfer
children from State Training-Fostering Institutions to
families for the purpose of ensuring their sustainble
development in family environment and integrationinto
society, to create and apply the mechanism on the
provision of alternative care and to increase, aceding to
need, the amount of financial means to be allocateiom
state budget for taking measures stipulated in relent
programs for the implementation of mentioned work;

To create special centre within the Ministry of Foeign
Affairs for the issuance of identification card for the
children whose parents are unknown;

To reconsider the legal status of Trusteeship and
Guardianship  Institutions and to ensure their
transformation into independent state bodies;

To create the database on children given to biolocal and
alternative families;

Before the transfer of child from institution to family to
explore general conditions, financial standing, ling
conditions of family, psychological status of famyl and
child and to give child to family if only domestic
environment is favourable for the child;

In order to ensure control over conditions of childen
given to families and prevent their dropping out ofschool,
to send the list of children given to families by @tricts to
the Commissions on Adolescents’ Affairs and Protern of
Their Rights functioning under the auspices of exetive
power body of that district;
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— To increase the amount of monthly allowance (25 AZN
paid to trustees (guardians) of children who haveoist their
parents or deprived of parental care to the level mabling
to cover basic needs;

— In boarding schools, instead of 1 worker per 20 chdren,
to assign at least 2 workers per 20 children and store
40% of concessions for them;

— At assigning targeted social assistance for famibeto make
relevant changes and amendments to legislation witthe
view of taking into account the children in the fanily;

— To assign lump-sum allowance and regular allowances
until maturity age of children for the persons taking
children under guardianship from children homes and
boarding schools and allowances for children who he
lost their parents or deprived of parental care;

— To carry out regular public awareness work on De-
Institutionalization program.

Juvenal Justice - Fair Trial of Adolescents

In the course of recent years a number of changes heen
made to the legislation for ensuring fair trial aflolescents
(juvenile justice) in Azerbaijan. Neverthelesspnactice, the rules
stipulated in national legislation and internatioineaties acceded
by Azerbaijan are not always observed.

The Ombudsman also attaches much importance togtaki
measures towards more reliable protection of rightsinterest of
children in conflict with law, addressing existipgoblems and
their rehabilitation and re-integration into theisty.

According to official statistics, in 2008, 489 chién aged 14-
17 committed crime, 305 of which were convicted dommitted
crimes. The majority of committed crimes were mtatto
burglary, hooliganism, robbery and acts of violence
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Structure of persons commited crime.
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“Azerbaijan in figures”, State Statistical Committee of the Republic
of Azerbaijan, Baku, 2010, p. 187

Unlike adult offenders, punishment of children e form of
deprivation of liberty should be considered assa tasort and the
development of juvenile justice within the country very
important and pressing in terms of preferring alive
correction and educative measures, minors’ retatin,
integration into society, creation of mediationtituge, upbringing
of minors’ as decent citizens and fulfilling obligms to
international institutions.

The Ombudsman office in cooperation with the Azgana
NGO Alliance on the Rights of the Child and witméncial
support of the UNICEF, OSCE and Great Britain imptated the
“Program on the Development of Juvenile JusticRzarbaijan”.

Within the frame of this program, in Gobustan, Dehig
Shamakhi, Agsu, Ismayili and Goychay districts, e th
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Ombudsman’s Adviser on Children’s Rights carriedt ou
monitoring at local courts, temporary detentioncpk of district
police departments, Commissions on Adolescentsaifsf and
Protection of Their Rights functioning under thesjgices of local
executive power bodies based on special questien@aid put
forward the corresponding recommendations and [s@po
Moreover, Ombudsman’s Adviser on Children’s Rigatsed as
co-author in developing training manual on juvepadtice for
judges, prosecutors, defenders and police personhkalr Trial
Proceedings on Criminal Cases Committed by Adolgsaeamed
“Fair Trial and Child Rights”.

In order to get acquainted with the conditions bildren in
Children Correctional Institution, the Ombudsmamtewously
meets with them and takes an interest in the pssgoé their
correction, education and problems. The Ombudsnamatdd
computers to the institution for enabling childréa gain
knowledge on modern technologies. With the aim aking
measures towards the adaptation of convicted minorghe
society and solution of their problems, upon theonemendation
of the Ombudsman the Trusteeship Council under d@ml
Correctional Institution was created basing on Resolution of
the Cabinet of Ministers.

The Ombudsman, in cooperation with the AzerbaijadON
Alliance On the Rights of the Child, with the suppof the UN
High Commissioner On Human Rights and the UNICEBRrder
to develop Juvenal Justice within the country, oized round
table discussions on “Alternative Measures Assigmg€ourt on
Minor Offenders”, “International Standards on Juleenjustice
and Comparison of Azerbaijan Legislation”, “Couro&edings
on the Cases of Minor Offenders”, “Improvement ohil@
Protection System and the Role of Commissions oiaisf of
Adolescents and Protection of Their Rights”; thiigation in this
field was discussed.
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On the occasion of International Children Protectizay on
the 1st of June, the Ombudsman attended Correttiostgution
for Adolescents of the Ministry of Justice Peniiant Service and
Detention Centre #3 in Shuvalan settlement and wmith
adolescents.

Taking the floor at the event, the Ombudsman cdotated
adolescents on this important day and noted thidreh’s rights
hold a prominent place among human rights and énesd She
stated that just like in most countries, importamtasures on
protection and advocacy of children’s rights hagerbcarried out
in Azerbaijan as well. The Ombudsman met with theepts of
minor offenders and held conversations with them.

The Ombudsman also met with minor offenders whoewer
under investigation in Detention Centre. The Ommais told
them about the work done in the field of the protec of
children’s rights within the country.

She got acquainted with the kitchen and canteesheténtion
centre, checked the quality of food and examinedisyaa praying
room, classrooms and a bathroom.

Within the framework of the “Child Year”, on the eewf a
new academic year, the Ombudsman participated ipefO
Doors” event dedicated to the Day of Knowledge, chhwas
carried out in the Correctional Institution, met ttwiminor
offenders and their parents and took interest @ir tbonditions.
She regularly concerns and offers certain recomaténs on
improving of their status.

Besides, the Ombudsman attended Special BoardimgoSm
the city of Guba, held confidential meetings witB fninors
having behaviour disorders, explored their needsexplained to
them their rights. The Ombudsman examined detemtoalitions
of children, their provision with school suppliegpcational
training and visited the workshops in the facility.

Moreover, the Ombudsman advised children havingiehr
disorders to get knowledge and professional skitssimprove
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behaviour and return to families, restore healifgstyle and to
grow up as decent citizens of homeland. Part dfli@n from
Special Boarding School applied to the Ombudsmahaasked to
address their problems. The applications are maatlgut the
request for employment upon discharge from instituas well as
transfer to the institution close to their families relevant
children homes.

Eventually, the application was filed to the Dimcbf the
Institution. In the response letter it was stateat since majority
of children are orphans or from disadvantaged fasjilhave no
place to live and somebody to take care of them, airweak
character and can easily fall under influence, tgnto take
revenge for all misfortunes, it would be expedienkeep them in
this institution until they reach the age of méaturi

The issues indicated in the letter prove that tlie@ need of
carrying out regular educational and psychologieatk with the
children placed in this institution.

The Ombudsman took the floor at a two-day traintogrse
on juvenile justice for police investigators angpactors carried
out at the Ombudsman Office with the support of the¢ICEF
Azerbaijan Office, the OSCE Baku Office, and the®i@lliance
on the Rights of the Child. She noted that impdrtaork on all-
round development, health, education of childrerevearried out,
that Ombudsman office placed high emphasis on tbegtion of
the rights of population, most-at-risk groups, utthg children
from streets, and that important measures towanidsien of their
problems were implemented.

The Ombudsman provided comprehensive information on
fundamental principles of juvenile justice, relevamternational
standards, main rights and freedoms of adolescemdsding the
UN fundamental principles on the protection of thghts of
adolescents, and other important documents. Itheésd that the
Ombudsman made regular visits to Children Correalio
Institution of the Ministry of Justice PenitentiaBervice, got
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acquainted with detention conditions of minor offers,
facilitated solution of their problems and senewant proposals
to concerned bodies.

As in most instances, police officers are beingontact with
children in conflict with law, suspected or accusdddren, and
children-victims of crimes, necessity of their ghliening on
children’s rights and juvenile justice was highliggh.

The Ombudsman put forward a number of proposalshen
exploration of the issue of the provision of chédis rights in
national legislation, on making amendments and gésnto
relevant legislative acts, on establishing fielé«fic cooperation
on juvenile justice and the improvement of thisteys on the
mobilization of potential of NGOs, civil societyna legal clinics,
on assigning alternative sentences on childremindlict with law,
the expansion of enlightening work on fair trial adolescents,
and in other areas.

Participants of the training carried out exchanfj@iews on
the perspectives of the development of juvenilg¢igassystem in
Azerbaijan, communication with children and adobeds,
utilization of technical means during interrogatwinchildren and
adolescents, as well as European experience omijevestice
and discussed future plan of actions.

Having placed high emphasis on the provision ohtsgof
condemned during last period, guided by the Artitlé of the
Constitutional Law “On Human Rights Ombudsman oe th
Republic of Azerbaijan”, the Ombudsman, taking iatzount the
applications of convicted persons and their fargjliat different
times applied to the Pardoning Commission undePtlesident of
the Republic of Azerbaijan and solicited for gragtia pardon.
These applications weren’t neglected and over 3fiftlemned,
including children were pardoned.

The Ombudsman held numerous meetings with Essex
University professor, the Director of Child Rigi@entre, Madam
Carolina Hamilton, on juvenile justice-fair trial adolescents.
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She also received Mr. Helmket Diyerki, a Juvenidgk from
Germany and Expert on Juvenile Justice. In thessoaf meeting
the Ombudsman spoke of the necessity of the dewednp of
juvenile justice system within the country, proaetparticipation
of Ombudsman office in this process, noted thatcibeperation
with concerned institutions will be expanded in tineire.

Having worked as prosecutor and judge in juveniistige
system for many years, Mr. H.Diyerk highly praised the
establishment of Child Rights Centre under the Casinan
Office and expressed hope that this centre wily @la important
role in protection of children’s rights and eduoatin this sphere.

In order to ensure the implementation of prevenwgek on
the reduction of the cases of illegal action conteditoy children
and conducting alternative measures aimed at egpiation of
these children into the society, the Ombudsmanfpwvard a
number of recommendations for concerned bodied:

— Considering the problems of children in conflict wth law
as a priority issue, to take preventive measures tbugh
involvement of concerned bodies, to arrange alterrive
upbringing methods, rehabilitation measures, prevetive
work while children are in the Correctional Institution for
ensuring his/her reintegration into society followng
discharge from institutions, to ensure the provisia of right
to personal life for the children detained in trainng
prisons of the Correctional Institution (personal dothes,
shelf, stuff etc.), to guarantee their education, to train
specialized court personnel and defenders on childn’s
rights and to develop the State Program “On Fair Tral of
Adolescents (juvenile justice)” reflecting other inportant
Issues pertaining to this field.

— To adopt Law on Juvenile Justice;

— To teach based on special curriculums on juvenileugtice
governance in the Baku State University, Nakhchivan
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State University and special curriculums within Training
Centers of the Ministry of Justice, MIA Police Acackmy
and other higher educational institutions;

With the participation of concerned state bodies, ational
and international institutions to create a special
commission under relevant executive power body on
development of juvenile justice system in Azerbaija;

In order to deepen the efficiency of the process of
correction and upbringing within children Correctio nal
Institution _to ensure and expand cooperation of institution
with family and public;

To strengthen the control over quality and qualitatve
preparation of food within children Correctional
Institution;

To take necessary measures for further improvemenof
vocational training and preparation within children
Correctional Institution;

To accompany persons discharged from Correctional
Institution to place of residence, to provide themwith
employment and housing, to address problems linkedith
military service, to patronize children who lost heir
parents and were deprived of parental care, to rener
assistance for children within the period of releas;

In order to prevent the cases of criminality to hadl
conversations of educative nature and take prevent
measures within educational institutions as well aspecial
schools for children with behavioral disorders;

To create special Juvenile Police Agency under the
Ministry of Internal Affairs consisting of child police
inspectors and establish child room in police agemc
(department) of each district and ensure separatenérance
to these rooms;

To prevent the disclosure of personal information o
minor offender and adolescent exposed to violatioro
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public without having a permission of child himselfherself
(if he/she has reached the age of 14) or his/hergtd
representative;

— To strengthen existing mechanisms with the view of
rehabilitation, integration into society and develpment of
life skills of adolescents in conflict with law;

— Before the interrogation of child within police deprtment
to ensure assessment of psychological constitutio child
by psychologist and make relevant amendments to
legislation for the purpose on ensuring obligatorypresence
of psychologist during the interrogation of child;

— To create Juvenal Prosecutor Office within the Gemnal
Prosecutor Office on criminal cases of adolescents the
country;

- In accordance with the recommendations of the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child, to create jugnile
courts consisting of trained professionals.

Protection of Rights of Azerbaijani Children
in Migrant Families

The Ombudsman cooperates with Ombudsman Offices of
foreign countries, as well asternational organizations, including
the European Ombudsmen Institute, the Asian Ombadsm
Association and the International Ombudsman Institute.

Upon the initiative of the Ombudsman, ten agreemeant
cooperation with  Ombudsmen of different countri€gland,
Russian Federation, Moscow, Sverdlovsk and Sanatovinces,
the Republic of Dagestan, Tatarstan, Ukraine, Gaownd
Uzbekistan, have been signed during her term inaffiee. It
should be noted that the Office of Ombudsman of rBaigan
closely cooperates with Child Rights Ombudsmen dfeio
countries as well. The agreements have been direictethe
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protection of rights of all groups of the populationcluding
children.

It is noteworthy to mention the efforts of the Ordbman to
return children that lost their parents from Swvevdk to
Azerbaijan. These children together with their pgsemoved
from Masalli district of Azerbaijan to Nijni Tagilcity of
Sverdlovsk province of the Russian Federation dtet a little
while were deprived of parental care. When theyewgaced to
the Centre of Social Assistance to Families andid@dm, the
Commissioner for Human Rights of that province, yaaa
Merzlyakova, informed the Ombudsman of the Repuldfc
Azerbaijan on the issue. The Ombudsman in her toumd
relatives of the children, involved representatioésAzerbaijan
Diaspora in solving the problem, and benefited fraheir
assistance in documentation of the case. Only #ftege efforts,
their return to homeland was possible. Thus, upananrival to
Baku, the Commissioner for Human Rights of Sverslobrought
with her minors deprived of parental care and hdridem over to
their relatives with intermediation of the Ombudsma

It is worth mentioning that although during two k®a
T.Merzlyakova had applied to concerned bodies inneation
with bringing children back to Azerbaijan and retag them to
their relatives, it didn’t yield any result. Onlfter interference of
the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Republit o
Azerbaijan, this problem was resolved. Currentlyhe t
Ombudsman keeps the fate of these children undeattention.
Thus, because of difficult condition of the famibne of children
given to his sister’'s patronage wasn't able tonattechool. The
Ombudsman took interest in this issue and achiésgesolution.
Moreover, certain measures had been taken forrwelbie sister
of the children who was still living in the Russikaderation and
due to document-related problems couldn’t returociontry.

Furthermore, the Ombudsman pays regular visits éor@a,
meets with compatriots, and gets acquainted wighcibnditions
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of children. The Ombudsman together with Parliamean, the
Head of parliamentarian group “Azerbaijan-Georgi@ndship”
paid visit to Georgia on the eve of a new acadeyeiar and
explored the situation of children’s education dneir provision
with textbooks and school supplies at Azerbaijamosts. Within
the frame of this trip, the Ombudsman attended tevarmied out
at Candar village secondary school and participetetistribution
of textbooks, school supplies and computers alémcdiy the
Heydar Aliyev Foundation.

Apart from that, the Ombudsman met with represamstof
Azerbaijan Diaspora at Azerbaijan House in Norwag &rague
and donated secondary school textbooks for diffedasses,
books, encyclopedic publications on Azerbaijan, amidings of
eminent Azerbaijan writers to their children.

International Experience
in the Field of Children’s Rights

The Ombudsman also places high emphasis on theratiph
of international experience on reliable protecto advocacy of
children’s rights. Towards this end, the Ombudsnaaua the
Ombudsman Office personnel take proactive part @ious
international events dedicated to the protectioncbildren’s
rights.

On October, 2006 the Ombudsman participated in
international conference on “Ombudsman Institutpdtience on
Children’s Rights: Prospects for Ukraine” carrigat in the city
of Kiev, Ukraine. Together with the Ombudsman, Ulke
Bayramova, the Commissioner for Human Rights of the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic represented thetcpa this
event. This conference was organized on the iivéabf the
International Renaissance Foundation, Ukrainian \&om
Consortium, the Fund of Youth, Culture and Educa{ibYCE),
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Ukrainian Reform Centre, and Ukrainian Children’sgiRs
Protection Fund and brought together Ombudsmen apiows
countries, representatives of state bodies, noemovental
institution on human rights, international institus, and well-
known legal experts. The main purpose of the imatéonal
conference was to identify the role of independaastitutions
working on more reliable solution of children’s htg and
partnership strategy on children’s rights protectio

Moreover, the Ombudsman took part at the® 3
intergovernmental conference carried out in thg oft Palencia
on the theme Children Living in Europe and Centala and
made a speech on the “Situation of the Protectio@loldren’s
Rights in Azerbaijan and Ombudsman’s Role in Thétd”.

The Ombudsman Adviser on Children’ Rights and tligc€r
of Children’s Rights Centre participated in the emmational
conference on “The Protection of Children’'s Righss the
Guarantee for the Development of the Society” edrrout on
September 14-15, 2006 in the city of Moscow. Thetyfprward a
number of proposals on the measures to proteatrehils rights
to be included into the Communiqué which was adbptehe end
of the conference.

The Controller for Children’s Rights of Lithuani&imante
Salasevichyute, visited the Ombudsman Office sévinaes.
Within the frame of visits, the Azerbaijani expe&e in this field
was explored and assessed, legislation on chilslneghts, set of
activities on child protection, and programs ainadncreasing
their social welfare were learned.

Following this trip, the Ombudsman’s Adviser on ldhen’s
Rights and personnel of Children’s Rights Centre tbhée
Ombudsman Office paid visit to the Republic of Lidmia in
order to get acquainted with country’s experience the
protection of children’s rights. During the trihet operation of
Supervisor on Children’s Rights of the LithuaniaapBblic and
programs implemented in the field of the protectdrchildren’s
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rights were analyzed, relevant mechanisms wereoesgl and
children institutions, organizations dealing withildren issues
and centers providing services for children wesgted.

On May 21-24, 2007, the Ombudsman participatedhim t
World Conference dedicated to the orphans and remldeprived
of parental care and organized in Hague, Holland. tide
international event conducted with the support loé WWorld
Initiative for Orphans Organization the issue obtpction and
ensuring the rights of orphan children was disalisseThe
Ombudsman made the speech on theme “The Role of the
Ombudsman in the Protection of the Rights of Chkildbeprived
of Parental care” and discussions on addressinguenered
problems were carried out.

In 2005, Ombudsman staff member participated in Hhe
World Conference on “Problems of Children DeprivédParental
Care” organized by the US «International Advocates
Children», «Focus on Adoption» organizations ang®4ahusetts
University in the city of Vuster, USA. The main pose of this
event was the exploration of the problems, interedtorphans
and children deprived of parental care, discussiothe rules of
inter-state adoption, and ways of elimination dted problems.

The Ombudsman’s Adviser on Children’s Rights and th
Officer of Children’s Rights Centre of the Ombudsm@ffice
participated in the International Conference on tieme “The
Problems of Children of Working Migrants: challesgand
prospects” organized by the Ombudsman for Childréhghts of
Poland and The Controller for Children’s RightsLithuania on
March 26-27, 2008 in the city of Warsaw. They infiexd
conference participants of current situation irs tineld within the
country and carried out the exchange of opinions.

The Ombudsman and 5 staff members of the Ombudsman
office paid visit to the city of Strasburg on thevitation of the
Council of Europe. The main purpose of the visiswaarning the
activity of the Council of Europe on Human Right&ldo develop
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the cooperation between the two countries. Withia frame of
the trip, with the Ombudsman met with Elda Morethe, Chief of
Council of Europe Program “Building Europe for amdth
Children”, exchanged with, and discussed the isstiduture
cooperation.

At the same time, the Ombudsman regularly meet$ wit
international experts on children’s rights and dsses the
existing situation with them. She also held meetigh the
UNICEF Regional Director for Central and Easternrdpe,
Madam Maria Calivis. The Ombudsman informed thesgabout
the important measures taken towards educatioryouatd
development, intellectual improvement, and hegsthysical and
spiritual upbringing of children in the country, oight into
attention the exiting problems, and carried out ¢ékehange of
opinions. Moreover, she met with a number of the CEF
experts, and reciprocal experience in various sields shared.

The Ombudsman together with the former Represestati
the UNICEF in Azerbaijan, Hanaa Singer, parliameats Hadi
Rajabli, Ziyad Samedzade and Rovshan Rzayev paatez in the
seminar carried out with the support of the UNIGERnnochenti
Center famous for its research on children’s right$-lorence,
Italy.

The seminar on the implementation of the Conventiorthe
Rights of the Child was organized specially for Awmajan
delegation. At the event, specialists and inteamati experts gave
speeches on researches made in the field of chitdneghts,
international standards on application of the Caotioa,
experiences, successes and problems of 62 couintribss field,
violence against children, economic situation anelfave of
children in CIS countries, including Azerbaijandicators for the
assessment of these issues, and the necessitgavpamation of
child-related problems into national developmerigpams and
national action plans.
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The reports, speeches and perspective plans of erenub
Azerbaijan delegation, their opinions and proposalconomic,
social, legislative basis on conditions of childreithin the
country, and juvenile justice, including, applicatiand further
improvement of children’s rights, were heard outthwgreat
attention and highly appreciated.

On September 3-5, 2008, in the capital of Ireldablin, the
Ombudsman participated in the event dedicateded #i annual
conference of European Network of Ombudsperson€hilidren
(ENOC) that has 10 years experience of 34 Europeantries.

It should especially be highlighted that, the Ondmdn
Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan is the firsbmspecialized
institution on children’s rights which has been amfer of the
European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (EN6ince
2008.

This event brought together statesmen and puldierds of
various countries, reputable international expentfiuman rights,
including children’s rights, as well as represdués of national
human rights institutions and civil societies. ktosld be noted
that, in a plenary session, the President of Icgl&tadam Meri
MakAliz, made a comprehensive speech on childneghds.

Participating in international conference, the Oddman of
the Republic of Azerbaijan highlighted the necessftincreasing
attention to children in need of special care, pnéwn of
violence against girls, hard child labor, sexuapleitation of
children, child trafficking, adolescent victims dfug addiction
and AIDS.

She spoke about the occupation of Azerbaijan layd
Armenia lasting for more than 20 years and maskesgalation
of human rights, including children’s rights of Abaijanis. It was
brought to information that the protection of chdd’s rights was
the main direction of activity of the Ombudsman atidht
purpose-oriented work had been carried out in figkl. The
emphasize was made on that, in order to coordine on
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children’s rights protection, the Ombudsman’'s Saleed
Adviser was assigned and Children’'s Rights Cente o
Ombudsman Office was created with financial supmdrt the
UNICEF. Also, upon the Ombudsman’s initiative oneth
preparation of curriculums and modules on humahtsidor the
children in accordance with their sex and age, vatige
initiatives on the formation of the hierarchic edtion system on
children’s rights with participation of students aecondary
schools and her work in whole were highly appreciat

In 2009, in Paris, the Ombudsman and OmbudsmarceOffi
personnel participated in the @ @nnual conference of European
Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC) condddy
this organization and Ombudsperson of France ordfenis
Rights Protection. The conference brought togethere than 50
Ombudsmen from 25 countries and their personneld an
representatives of international institutions ar@®$ working on
protection of children’ rights.

Speaking at the event, the Ombudsman informed pamfe
participants about the reforms carried out witti@ tountry in the
field of children’ rights, their results, future rgpectives, the
implementation of De-institutionalization Programuvenile
justice system, steps taken towards eliminatiorthef cases of
violence against children, initiative of children restoration of
peace, the protection of the rights of refugees emedrnally
displaced persons and on the work done by the Osmban in
this field. She also participated and gave a speachthe
conference “The Protection of the Children’'s Righis
Emergencies” conducted in Baku for the first timed on
forwarding message on Peace signed by over 300sd&hds
Azerbaijan children to the UN Secretary General cipe
Representative for Children and Armed Conflict.

Within the frame of the conference, speeches werdenand
discussions were conducted on different subjedttec to the
issue of children’s rights, including, the improwemh of
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legislation in this field, the development of etige mechanisms
on the best interests of children, and accesst¢éonational justice
system by adolescents.

At the same time, the Declarations on th& 20niversary of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and aa @hildren in
Armed Conflict of European Network of Ombudspersdos
Children were adopted.

The Ombudsman and Office personnel participatedha
meetings on “Interrogation of Children and TheirtRgation in
Decision-Making Process”, “Juvenile Justice”, “Cinén Placed
into Institutions, Adopted Children and Children den
Guardianship” and on other topics, shared expeserun the
mentioned fields, and put forward their proposalg suggestions.

On the closing date of the conference, the ChighefCouncil
of Europe Program “Building a Europe for and withil@ren”,
Elda Moreno, made a speech, touched main directidnthis
program and new projects, noted that new stratédlyeoCouncil
of Europe on children’s rights would be adoptedthie nearest
future, stated that prevention of violence agaaistdren would
be one of the priority issues, and demonstrateddeovclip on
protection of children.

Speaking at the event, the Vice-president of theofean
Commission, Jack Barrot, provided information om friorities
of the European Union on the protection of childserghts. The
Ombudsman of the Republic of Azerbaijan broughi.t@arrot’s
notice about the necessity of taking into accohatdpecialties of
former Soviet countries and the implementation ofjgrts in
accordance with these priorities. J. Barrot agnegld mentioned
points and said that it would be considered duritig
implementation of future projects.

At the end of the conference, the meeting of ENC&héal
Assembly was carried out and commitments, futunaeggies and
the plans of network were discussed. The Ombudsuggested
the identification of the issue of instilling thelwre of peace in
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children and close participation of children in pegrocess as
most important elements, highlighted the necessityooperation
of children organizations of different countrieslahe creation of
the European network of these organizations as agklectron
network between children themselves for sharingrmftion and
exchanging views. She also put forward proposals tloa
development of future mutual relations.

It should be noted that the Ombudsman gave anviaterto
“Ouest France” newspaper of France and providedocehnensive
information on children’s rights in Azerbaijan, opation of 20
percent of lands and existence of more than onkomitefugees
displaced from their homeland in the result of @ation, as well
as about the problems of children in the country.

The staff member of Children’s Rights Centre untlees
Ombudsman office participated at the internatiooahference
“Children are the Victims of Sexual Exploitationtganized by
Lithuanian Ombudsman for Children’s Rights and @mnmittee
on the Rights of the Children in Vilnius.

The event brought together the representativesiftérent
countries. The Chairman of Human Rights Committedysleka
opened the conference and informed event partitspan the
purpose and intention of the event.

R.Salaseviciute spoke about the work done in te&l fof
protection of children from sexual exploitation aihe obligation
of Lithuanian Republic undertaken in this field.

Furthermore, other speeches covered sexual expoitaf
children, child prostitution, its impact on welfarbealth and
problems of children and the ways out of the pnobie the Baltic
States, including Lithuania.

The representative of the Republic of Azerbaijare th
Ombudsman Office took proactive part in discussiahmared its
vision on the issue, and provided comprehensivernmtion on
the work done by the Ombudsman on child’s rightdqmtion and
promotion.
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The Officer of the Children’s Rights Centre togetivéth
other foreign guests got closely acquainted with thork at
Lithuanian Ombudsman Office on Children’s Rights.

Moreover, the representative of the Ombudsman effic
participated in the seminar on identification ofdizators on
welfare of children organized by the “ChildONEurbpestitution
in the city of Florence and paid visit to InnocheRiesearch
Centre located at the same place. During the wtpperation of
search centre was explored and information wasigedvon the
measures taken within the country in the fieldraf protection of
children’s rights.

In recent years, the cooperation of Azerbaijan Vithropean
Union has been developing. Within the frameworkEofopean
Union “Twinning” Program the Ombudsman’s participat has
also been planned. The attention will be paid ®isisue of more
efficient protection of children’s rights by Ombumlsn and
various measures will be taken in this field.

Apart from paying a special attention to the casfegolence
committed against girls, the Ombudsman puts emphasithe
exploration of international experience on the preion of such
cases. Thus, on the initiative and with the suppafrtthe
Ombudsman, from February 26-March 9, 2007, theitRres of
Azerbaijan Women and Development Centre and a H8-gle
proactive graduate of “Leaders” School participatedhe event
“The Elimination of All the Forms of Discriminatiorand
Violence Against Girls” at the Sisession of the UN Commission
on the Status of Women. Making a speech on beh&terbaijan
girls at UN level for the first time, she informedent participants
on the problems encountered by them.

Moreover, with the support of the Ombudsman, thenbex of
Azerbaijan Child to Child Peace Network (ACCPN), dan
Allahyarova was invited to international confereriGildren for
Peace” carried out in January, 2009 in Geneva. (Btie only
representative from the Caucasian region, she nredr
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conference participants on heavy losses inflictedhe country as
a result of a 20-year Armenian occupation, condgiof refugee
children, on births of hundred thousand childrencamps, on
major and mass violation of their rights, the psov of care by
Azerbaijan government for children, including cindd displaced
from their homeland, resettlement of refugees amgrmally

displaced people to new settlements, enabling &bler
conditions for the education of children from tbaegory, taking
measures for their intellectual development, ineatent of
children and adolescents in addressing priorityasswithin the
country. The exploration of foreign experiencesdbyldren and
youth through such events is of crucial importariceorder to
share the gained experience on a large scale, ngeetith

children at ACCPN Leadership School was carried out

The Ombudsman met with the Representative of thé€CHEN
Office in Azerbaijan, Mark Hereward. At the meetthg situation
in the field of the protection of and advocacy be tights of the
child, the prospect of future cooperation betwedwlCEF and
Ombudsman Office were discussed.

The Ombudsman suggested holding monitoring of a&itn
Baku) and regional children resource centers cadeatgh the
support of the UNICEF undethe Ministry of Education,
formation of Children Creativity and Public Awaems Societies,
NGOs on children’s rights and the expansion ofrtimatwork,
conduction of regular monitoring of the implemeratof De-
Institutionalization Program, apart from NGOs, ilwenent of
parents and communities in this work, the impleraton of
hierarchic human rights education programs at ssagnschools
and higher educational institutions with the p#pation of
children, the creation of efficient training modsil¢he application
of inclusive education system in the districtsrgag out regular
work in districts, the solution of health and eduwa related
problems of vulnerable families and refugee chiigieacrease of
attention to children in need of special care, dibih with
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disabilities, making analysis of legislation on Idhen’s rights,
instilling healthy lifestyle, national values in danensuring
patriotic upbringing of children, the development gal
publications on children’s rights, the holding otlavant
exhibitions and she highlighted the necessity ef lfarning and
application of international experience on childsamghts.

M. Hereward noted that during conversation with his
predecessor, former Representative of UNICEF AzgnbaH.
Singer, he was informed in comprehensive mannenultilateral
lines of activities of Ombudsman Office, work danehe field of
the protection of children’s rights and highly aggating the
meeting with the Ombudsman and efficient excharfggews he
expressed hope for success of a new stage ofrailatoperation.

Furthermore, it should be noted that, the Intecmati
Coordination Committee of National Human Rightstitnions
granted status A to the Republic of Azerbaijan Oddmoan
Office on Human Rights. According to this statug,cooperating
with the UN Committee on the Rights of the Childet
Ombudsman can send additional reports on childnegtgs and
put forward recommendations for concerned bodiels thie view
of more efficient protection of the rights of theild.

Public Awareness on Children’s Rights

The Ombudsman gives continuous attention to thdimglof
educational events on children’s rights and coridaoctof
discussions on the problems encountered by therh tweir
participation.

The Ombudsman and the Ombudsman Office personnel ha
held meetings with children at schools, on formecasions at
camps for refugees and internally displaced persaumsently at
new settlements constructed for them, childrenitutgins and
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detention centers, taking into account their agerin them on
their rights and take an interest in their problems

The Ombudsman and office personnel carry out aesei
training courses on the “Convention on the Rigttshe Child”,
“Protection of Children’s Rights in Azerbaijan” idifferent
districts with the participation of personnel ofcéd executive
power bodies, representatives of the commissionsftairs of
adolescents and protection of their rights, counmlice
departments, prosecutor offices, educational andaltthe
institutions, municipalities, caregivers of childrestitutions, and
members of civil society organizations and children

During the training, the information was being given
history and theoretical basics of human rights @&mddoms,
including children’s rights, constitutional print#s of human
rights within the country, the Convention on thgylRs of the
Child, the role of the Ombudsman in the provisidrclldren’s
rights and state programs on children. Furthermdisgussions
are carried out on more efficient solution of pehk encountered
by children and reliable protection of their rightgorking group
discussions are held, and proposals put forwangiycipants are
being finalized and sent to concerned state bodies.

At the same time, the Ombudsman pays a special @&sgbn
the involvement of children themselves in trainiogurses on
children’s rights. Thus, the Ombudsman facilitattes operation
of “Azerbaijan Child to Child Peace Network” whighas created
at the Azerbaijan Women and Development Centrehdiging
regular meetings with the members of School of keeadvhich
functions at the Network. She explains childrenrthights and
means of protection of these rights. Up to this, dagre than 300
children have successfully completed a one-yearseocarried
out at School of Leaders under the motto “Azerlpaijg my
homeland”. Following the completion of training cses,
seminars, and round table discussions on childregists are
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organized for students by these grown up childregltsts trainers
- teenagers.

This year, the Ombudsman participated in opening®hinth
academic year of Schools of Leaders. The Eventattaaded by
the Representative of the UNICEF in Azerbaijanyespntatives
from the Ministry of Education, State Committee Bamily,
Women and Children’s Affairs, Sabayil district Exéee Power
Body, NGOs, teachers, parents and representativeas$ media

The Ombudsman congratulated school graduates atetl no
that state paid a great attention to the protectiamd
implementation of children’s rights, the solutidintloeir problems,
on the initiative of the Heydar Aliyev Foundationaage number
of up-to date school buildings had been constructedl
educational, preschool and health facilities, ¢kildhomes had
been reconstructed.

The Representative of the UNICEF in Azerbaijan higtted
the necessity of realization of children’s rights garticipation
similarly to other rights and noted that School Lafadership
served as a perfect example for it. During the everwas
highlighted that proactive involvement of youngstewith
advanced thinking in public life and free expressiof their
opinions were important conditions for building @&ntbcratic
society and the necessity of participation of youthdecision
making process was also emphasized. M.Herewareédstdiat
further mutual cooperation would be very useful.

At the event, graduates of the eighth academic ge&chool
of Leadership, including children completed traghoourse on the
history of the country carried out at the Azerbaijllistory
Museum, volunteer caregivers for children with disaes at
“Meslek” recreation camp under “Shirin” kindergarte
participants of tournament carried out at “Shahintecreation
camp with military-patriotism bias and of eventsreed out by
Red Crescent Society, and children distinguishethenwork of
network were provided by certificates.
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Currently, the teaching of “Human Rights” as a saefsa
discipline at secondary schools and higher edutalimstitutions
is not obligatory. However, development tendengresEurope
and life itself necessitate the learning of thiscgbline. Awareness
of citizens of their rights and the fulfillment tfieir obligations
are important conditions for the realization of dematic changes.

The Ombudsman deemed that teaching of “Human Riglsts
a separate discipline at secondary schools, secpnoaational
schools and higher educational institutions wasedignt and
proposed to th&linistry of Education to add this discipline to the
list of obligatory ones.

Moreover, the Ombudsman initiated the developmeht o
relevant modules (programs) on education of hurngirig for the
inclusion of topics “On Child Rights” in each pillaf hierarchic
children’s rights education system at the secondahypols (for I-
IV, V-VIII, IX-XI grades respectively). It shouldénoted that the
implementation of program is envisaged within thenfe of the
UN Education Decade on Human Rights and the UNESCO
Decade on Sustainable Development of Education. program
has already been signed by the Ombudsman and thistdfi of
Education; hierarchic education has already comexnat 3
schools of Yasamal, Nesimi and Nerimanov distroétBaku city,
and the Ombudsman Office has developed and distdbtwo
methodical manuals for teachers and students ochiten of
child’s rights that were approved by the MinistfyEalucation.

Furthermore, the Ombudsman office takes a number of
important measures in cooperation with the AzedmiNGO
Alliance on Children’s Rights created by the Ombuds and
with its member NGOs dealing with children.

In addition, the Ombudsma@ffice in cooperation with the
Azerbaijan government, the UNICEF, the Europeanobrand
the Council of Europe, on the occasion 8f &nniversary of the
UN General Assembly Special Session “World fit éildren”,
carried out event at the Gulustan palace. The Eweatght
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together Deputy Prime-Minister Elchin Efendiyev,e tice-
speaker of Parliament Bahar Muradova, the Ministdtducation
Misir Mardanov, the Minister of Health Ogtay Shiyal, the
Chairman of the State Committee on Family, Womer an
Children’s Affairs Hijran Huseynova, Deputy Ministef Internal
Affairs Oruj Zalov, a former representative of thiNICEF in
Azerbaijan Hanaa Singer, the Chairman of the UNdZhRights
Committee Y. Doek and representatives of state dspdi
international institutions, as well as NGOs. Speglat the event,
the Ombudsman provided information about the stabfis
children’s rights in the country, work done towagpstection of
their rights, including Ombudsman Office’s activity this field,
and existing problems. In her speech, the Ombudsspake of
survey carried out with the support of the UNICERhwthe
purpose of exploring the cases of violence agaihiddren within
state institutions and detention centers and putefad a number
of recommendations on the elimination of the cadasolence at
the institutions.

In his speech, the Chairman of the UN Committeetlon
Rights of the Child specially highlighted the assity of
formation of a Children’s Rights Centre under thealiddsman
Office with the purpose of ensuring the realizatddiCommittee’s
Recommendations to the Azerbaijan Government - “@dtee
suggests Partner State that, taking into accounnhrditiee’s
General Opinion No. 2 on the role of independeatiomal human
rights institutions in the protection and spregdif human rights,
the position of Child Rights Commissioner, or spedepartment
or division on children’s rights should be estslhéid at the
Ombudsman office. Afterwards, this division shoble supplied
with necessary human and financial resources asmjreesi to
consider complaints on child sensitive issues am$ure
compensations in case of violation of rights stped by the
Convention in efficient and timely manner”.
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During the meeting of the Ombudsman with the former
Chairman of the Committee on the Rights of the @hthe
situation in the field of children’s rights in theountry and
mechanisms of the reliable protection of these tsigivere
discussed.

In order to increase public attention to advocaayd a
protection of children’s rights and taking measuvathin the
frame of cooperation with state bodies and civdistes, on the
occasion of the T5anniversary of the acceding of Azerbaijan to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, on Nollem13-20,
2007, the Ombudsman Office together with the UNICHF
accordance with the principles of the “World fitr f€hildren”
campaign held “Child Rights Week” under the mot@ale for
Every Child”. The main purpose of holding this weets to
attract attention of state bodies, NGOs, and conitiesnto
educational and social problems of children, timeimolvement in
inadmissible labour, health conditions of childrdight against
HIV/AIDS and drug addiction, to identification aratldressing
problems encountered by children suffered from whidren in
need of special care and deprived of parental cailglren given
from state institutions to vulnerable families, Idren victims of
violence and sexual exploitation, and with this endiew to take
relevant measures.

During this week, the Ombudsman Office in cooperatvith
the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Justi@nd other
institutions explored the conditions of childrensiate institutions
in the city of Baku and districts, carried out ealienal events on
children’s rights, met with children in need of s care at
“Leadership” School and “Rainbow” Rehabilitationr@e, spoke
of the work done in the field of child’s rights the country, and
addressed their questions.

Within the frame of this week, the Ombudsman Office
personnel paid a visit to “Umid Yeri” Child Asylurentre,
children homes #1, #2 and #3, boarding schoolsrtl #2 for
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orphans and children deprived of parental carerdaog school
#16 for children with poliomyelitis and brain parsi, boarding
school #7 for children with mental and physicalardation,
Boarding school #7 in Saray settlement for childnetth physical
and mental retardation, boarding school #3 foiddchn with
mental and physical retardation, boarding schdlfét deaf-
blind children, open type of special boarding sdtdor boys
with behavioral disorders, psycho-neurological boay school
#2, and other child institutions, explored the dtods of
children, and informed them about children’s rights

Applying to the Minister of Education, the Ombudsma
suggested, together with the Ministry of Educatidaking
measures on conducting a lesson on “Children’s tRigit all the
schools on November 19, Day of Combating the VicdeAgainst
Children, the application was welcomed and realiedelevant
manner.

At the same time, on November 19 - “The Day of Catinly
Violence against Children”, the Ombudsman Officaspanel
carried out events for convicted children at thenistry of Justice
Correctional Institution for Adolescents. Childremre provided
with information on children’s rights, the mechanisof their
protection, and pardon granting. Confidential negti with
convicted minors were carried out, their complawere heard
out, and problems were explored. Some of conviatadors
expressed a desire to see their parents and onldlyaelephone
calls with parents of convicted minors were faatkd.

On November 19, a visit was made to the Ministrylastice
Investigation Centre #3, the conversation with ideth minors
was held, and information on their rights were git@ them.

The Personnel of the Ombudsman Office regionaldiras in
Guba, Sheki, Jalilabad and Ganja districts visteitt institutions
in 30 surrounding areas, carried out events orattvecacy of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and discugkedproblems
encountered by children and ways of their solution.
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On the initiative of the Ombudsman, in order toraase
public attention to “Children’s Rights” week, thealg City
Executive Power prepared 3 banners and sited thedifferent
parts of the city.

As a conclusion of the “Children’s Rights” WeekBiaku, the
Ombudsman Office in cooperation with the Ministryf o
Education, the UNICEF and the Azerbaijan NGO Altanon
Children’s rights carried out the conference “Tharr€nt Status
and Perspectives of Children’s Rights in Azerbdijakiso, the
discussions on the current situation were held witte
participation of representative from state bodd&0s and mass
media.

Speaking at the conference, the Ombudsman informed
participants on the work done within the countrywaods
protection of children’s rights and increasing treocial welfare,
measures taken by the Ombudsman Office within thené of
“Children’s Rights” Week and on identified childiaeed
problems.

The Representative of UNICEF in Azerbaijan, the @gp
Minister of Education, the Chairman of CoordinatiGauncil on
State Program on the Transfer of Children from @hkih
Institutions to Family Environment (De-Institutidization) and
Alternative Care, the Chief of Human Rights and|RuRelations
Agency of the Ministry of Justice, the Chief of Repnent of
General Public Safety Agency of the Ministry ofdmial Affairs,
and the National Coordinator of Azerbaijan NGO @&dice on
Child’s Rights made speeches at the event, excldawgh their
opinions, and put forward a number of proposals.

By conducting analysis of that event, a number of
recommendations were included in Ombudsman’s puosvio
annual reports with the view of the solution ofstixig problems.

Moreover, the Ombudsman Office with the supporttlod
UNICEF initiated regional consultations on the iempkentation of
Declaration “World Fit for Children+5”. In the cae of event,
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exchange of views on education, health, social ipraws,
violence against children, early marriage, childolar, juvenile
justice, children with disabilities, the arrangernef leisure time
and public awareness on child rights were carrietivath the
participation of Representative of District ExevatiPower, the
Secretary of Commission on Adolescents’ Affairs &rdtection
of Their Rights, personnel of law-enforcement bedipidges,
teachers, doctors, community representatives anddreh
themselves, and achievement gained in the courteedast five
years, existing problems and ways of the solutidnthese
problems were discussed. At the end of the caatsutis, the
discussed issues were analyzed and relevant recodatnens
were addressed to the concerned bodies and the ERNIC

At the same time, the Azerbaijan Society of Young
Academician, Post-graduate and Holder of Master r&eg
(ASYAPHM) in cooperation with the Ombudsman Offiead
with the support of the UNICEF implemented Projeetmed
“Children’s Umbrella: Establishment of the Netwodf Child
Rights Activists”. Within the frame of project, iGoygol and
Zagatala districts, training course on “Child Rgjhtwere
conducted for students of 7¥i@rms, and at the end of training
course, “Children Post” information group was ebshied in
order to coordinate work of children’s rights aigis network.
The main purpose of the formation of this group ¥easoordinate
the operation of network, to collect the information children in
districts and on the cases of delinquency commeéigainst them
and to transfer the information to the Ombudsmafic®fand
ASYAPHM.

During the event, debates were initiated with telivement
of the representatives of local executive poweridsdschool
directors, school psychologists, parents and schddten;
children’s rights, cases of violence against cleitdin family,
society and at school, wide scale application dfidabour in the
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districts, drop out of children from school, earharriage, and
other issues were discussed.

Furthermore, in 2008, on the occasion of the Umsaker
Children’s Day on November 20, the Ombudsman Ofioggether
with Azerbaijan office of the UN Public Informatiddepartment
and in close cooperation with the UNICEF organizeahd table
discussions in Gabala district on the theme “Chilts rights in
Azerbaijan National Legislation and Its Implemeiutat.

The event was attended by the Ombudsman, former
Representative of the UNICEF in Azerbaijan, Mohanidami,
the Head of Azerbaijan Office of the UN Public Infation
Department, Envera Selimovich, parliamentariangresentative
of the State Committee on Family, Women and Childre
Affairs, other state bodies, and non-governmentstitutions.

Speaking at the event, the Ombudsman informedcpzatits
about the work implemented by the Ombudsman Ofiiicéhe
field of children’s rights and brought into attemti that the
Ombudsman Office operates in different directionsorder to
ensure more reliable protection of children’s rgghBSpeeches
covering different topics were made and discusswere carried
out at the event.

Furthermore, on the occasion of the Universal Céilts Day,
on November 20, the Ombudsman conducted round table
discussions on the theme “Ensuring the Best Intered
Children”. The event which was carried out withive trrame of
“Human Rights” Month initiated by the Ombudsman \e#tended
by the former Representative of the UNICEF in Azgdn, the
Head of Baku office of the UN Public Information [etment,
representatives of the OSCE Baku Office, as welt@scerned
bodies, the Baku City Education Department, they Glealth
Administration, the Commission on Affairs of Adotesits and
Protection of Their Rights at the district execatpower bodies,
children homes, and boarding schools, NGOs workirtge field
on children’s rights, and mass media.
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The Ombudsman congratulated the participants on the
Universal Children’s Day and brought to notice thaithin the
frame of the “Human Rights” month, held on theasion of the
60" anniversary of the Convention on Human Rights on
December 10, measures were taken on the protesidensuring
of the rights of different categories of populationcluding
children.

It was highlighted, that the purpose and targethef next
round table was to ensure more efficient protectiod realization
of children’s rights and to identify future perspees of the
cooperation.

The former Representative of the UNICEF in Azewdrai
thanked the Ombudsman for enabling large-scale ingsetand
the exchange of views with institutions dealing hvahildren’s
rights, including civil society. He highly appremd the
Ombudsman’swork in the field of protection of human rights,
including children’s rights, and her preference carrying out
interactive discussions through the network andligbted the
necessity of the provision of necessary supporingtitutions
working with children.

The Head of Baku Office of the UN Public Informatio
Department, the Chief of Baku City Health Admirasion, the
Officer of National TV-Radio Council, the Member dhe
Commission on Affairs of Adolescents and ProtectadnTheir
Rights under Baku City Executive Power Body, theatieof
Division of Baku City Education Agency, Child’s @ic Director,
the Director of Orphanagét3, the President of Hemophilia
Association and others expressed their gratitude the
Ombudsman for holding round table discussions exptessed
their opinions on issues included in the agenda.

A number of proposals were put forward at the evemt
dispatching children to state institutions, chifdreomes and
boarding schools based on court judgment, assigning
compensations for the harm inflicted on sick claldrduring
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treatment process or blood transfusion and for tnega
environmental impact on children’s health, assigransufficient

number of social workers within children homes,alvement of

curators in the transfer of children to family exwviment, the
protection of rights of, the provision of housingr fadolescent
orphans discharged from children homes, the impnave of

national legislation on adoption, the preparatidérpmgrams on
the improvement of financial-technical basis of -ofitschool

institutions with the view of ensuring harmoniousvdlopment,

and efficient arrangement of leisure time of claldias well as the
development of cooperation mechanisms.

On February 19-20, 2009, with the support of thel CEF,
training course was carried out for personnel gfaieal branches
of the Ombudsman Office with the purpose of deepgrheir
knowledge on the protection of children from viaien Having
opened a training course, the Ombudsman and former
Representative of the UNICEF in Azerbaijan informéue
participants about the objective of the trainingirse and on the
work done within the country in this field.

Additionally, the UNICEF Officer, the Ombudsman O#
representatives, the Director of Child Rights @jrthe Director
of Children and Youth Social Rehabilitation Centia, the
capacity of experts, informed event participantdegislation on
the protection of children from violence, the natiand types of
violence, social rehabilitation of children expogedsiolence, the
existing situation and problems in this field, tiheethod of
interviewing children in this aspect, the Conventan the Rights
of the Child, the role of he Ombudsman in ensukhddren’s
rights and state programs on children.

Furthermore, within the frame of the “Child Yearhet
Ombudsmanand office personnel in cooperation with state
bodies, international institutions and NGOs cariwed a number
of events at the capital and districts for the psgof advocacy
on children’s rights.
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On March 17, 2009, round table under the motto ‘setake
care of children with disabilities” was carried outith the
participation of representatives of state bodied AiGOs. The
Ombudsman brought to attention that Down syndramggers a
concern worldwide and in Azerbaijan as well, theistxg
problems and the ways of resolving them were dessuls

On June 1, the International Child Protection Ddlye
Ombudsman met with convicted minors in the Coroeeti
Institution of the Ministry of Justice Penitentiary Service and
congratulated them on this occasion. During the timgewith
convicted minors, the Ombudsman explained to theair tights
and answered their questions.

Furthermore, on June 1, the Ombudsman visited Bsych
neurological Children Home at Narimanov districdanet with
children undergoing treatment there. It should ta¢ed that upon
the initiative and with the support of the Presidehthe Heydar
Aliyev Foundation, Mehriban Aliyeva, new up-to-dateilding
was constructed for this medical facility and madlic
psychological, physiological rooms and massage soamere
supplied with duly designed equipment and furnitufiéhe
Ombudsman witnessed that all necessary conditi@ts deen
created for rehabilitation of children of preschagle inhabiting
there, specialists provided relevant medical angchpatric
assistance for sick children and children receivecdkercise
equipment based and vocational preparation theraplye
recommended to the medical staff to treat patikmdly and to
be very polite towards them.

Moreover, on June 1, 2009, the Ombudsman partespat
selling exhibition of handicrafts of children wibown syndrome
organized together with Association of Persons wibwn
Syndrome at State Museum of Arts and at the cormgdnized
by these children’s participation. In her speedie soted that
Down syndrome concerned all countries, includingeraijan
and noted that one of each 700 newly born chilanetine world
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are suffering from Down syndrome. The Ombudsmahliggted
the necessity of taking care of children with dih including
children with Down syndrome and took measures i direction
within the frame of the “Child Year”.

On June 5, 2009, the Ombudsman Office represeatativ
participated in round table discussion on the tdfleforms in
Education in Azerbaijan: towards Increasing the Iga
organized in the city of Mingachevir by Baku Offioé the UN
Public Information Department together with the ibiaal NGO
Forum.

He spoke on the implementation of reforms aimed at
increasing the quality of education within the coyn the
application of international experience, the wordne towards
upbringing-education, and harmonious intellectuavelopment.
It was noted that educational activities on humaghts and
advocacy of juridical knowledge holds a promineécp in
Ombudsman’s activity, and that certain work on egapion of
hierarchic education of human rights at a secondelnpols were
carried out.

At the same time, the Ombudsman Office represemstati
participated as a trainer, in the seminar “Enlightg Young
Teachers of Secondary Schools on Children’s Rigbtganized
by the “World of Rights” Legal Advocacy Public Umoand
Children’s Rights Clinic and held working group discussed
subject. Moreover, he took interest in educationsiofdents at
secondary school of refugee hostel as well as deharthe
conditions of upbringing and protection of the tglof refugee
children.

Furthermore, within the frame of the “Child Yearthe
Ombudsman Office together with the UNICEF in Azd&da
carried out a seminar on the topic “Advocacy andtéttion of
Children’s Rights” for children and teachers at Gultsanja,
Sheki, Jalilabad, and Lenkeran districts. The nmirpose of the
seminar was to increase awareness of children eachérs on
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mechanisms of protection of children’s rights, utthg rights to
education, health and other ones and to discussittragion in the
field of children’s rights in the districts.

Participants got acquainted with children’s rigimtsnteractive
group discussions, discussed existing problemshén field of
protection of children’s rights, exchanged with wee and
experiences on the ways of solution of these probjleand, as a
result, relevant recommendations were put forward.

The Ombudsman holds various events for the purpbsiee
advocacy of the rights of persons with disabilityhus, the
Ombudsman applied to the Parliament in connectidih the
ratification of the UN Convention on the RightsRérsons with
Disabilities, the Azerbaijani version of the Contren was
published, and booklets and posters were prepaitbdte view
of raising public awareness. Moreover, upon the (uskman’s
initiative, in order to ensure the rights of persamth disability
and to discuss their problems, two conferences werelucted
and on the basis of conference materials a bookcawapiled and
sent to concerned bodies.

Children’s Right to Development and Participation

Concerned bodies have taken consistent and purpcseed
measures with the view of ensuring all-round dewedent of
children within the country. The participation dfildren in taking
of decisions affecting them, implementation of peygs and
projects and school management contributes sigifig to their
development.

For restoring the activity of Youth Resource Centethich
were created by the UNICEF at different spots witiie country
and afterwards, handed over to the Ministry of Edion, the
Ombudsman Office representatives together with f staif
education departments carried out monitoring wotktreese
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centers. Monitoring results showed that in a nundfedistricts

Youth Resource Centers attached to Child Createmtels don't
function at full capacity. One of the most impottegasons of that
iIs lack of conditions, logistics, visual aids, artdchnical

assistance for the operation.

Furthermore, the Ombudsman Office personnel madttine
activities of a number of Children Creativity Cesten various
cities and districts. Observation had shown thatuanber of
hobby groups (painting, music, handicrafts, weavamgl other
circles) were functioning in working centers; howgvmost of
buildings were in need of substantial repair, idolg the heating
system, visual aids, and computers.

Aiming at addressing the problems of these cenighsch
contribute to the development of children and cauy exchange
of experiences in efficient and systematic way, @abudsman
applied to the Minister of Education with regard tbe
development of the “State Program on the developnaem
improvement of financial-technical basis of out-gthool
institutions” and the formation of “Human Rights’r@bips in
order to orient the operation of creativity centerdiuman rights
education, including children’s rights. In conseoges the issue
raised was supported by the Minister of Education.

Ensuring the participation of children in schoolmagement is
of vital importance. Unfortunately, the activity tfe Children’s
Parliament is not obvious at schools and withindtentry which
leads to failure of ensuring children’s right torgg@pation in
discussion of and addressing the issues affectihgmt
Strengthening activity of the Child Parliament, addishing
partnerships with children and child organizatioimsprovement
of children-teacher relations at schools, as welekection of the
Ombudsman’s Ambassadors with the purpose of addgess
existing problems are of vital importance for tHenaation of
this problem.
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Conduction of Children’s Drawing Contests

On the initiative of the Ombudsman a series of digw
exhibitions were held in view of the developmentcoéativity
potential of children and identification of thekilts.

Thus, every year, at upon the Ombudsman’s inigaton the
occasion of the International Human Rights Day, tesis of
children drawings on the topic “My rights and Me'eacarried
out.

Moreover, children’'s drawings competitions on “The
Convention on the Rights of the Child”, “Peace”dd@®ccupation
of Azerbaijan by Armenia”, Khojaly Massacre” ardcheegularly
and winners are awarded with certificates and .gifts

On June 5, on occasion of the International DaRroftection
of Environment, the Ombudsman Office, Azerbaijanriéo and
Development Centre Peace Network from Children bald@en
and Azerbaijan State Museum of Art named after Rstsifayev
held children’s drawing exhibition on the topic ‘lNee through
Children’s Eyes”. The Ombudsman made a speecheatvent
and the winners were provided with certificates gifis.

Efficient Organization of Children’s Leisure Time

The Ombudsman participated in closing ceremony Tdfe"
Brave” summer camp with military patriotism orietiva which
was organized for 150 children by Sabail DistricteButive
Power Body, Internal Troops of the Ministry of Imal Affairs
and Guba District Executive Power Body at GubarigtsQimil
Qazma village.

Speaking at the event, the Ombudsman noted that the
protection and implementation of human rights, udahg
children’s rights, was the priority issue for thevgrnment, and
the important measures had been taken in this tairecShe
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emphasized that important work was done towardsipeinging

of young generation in the spirit of patriotism astdtehood, as
well as the training for the protection of homelaktbreover, she
noted that care and attention given to harmonicaeldpment,

health, education, intellectual development, angsigal culture

of children are on a prominent place.

It was brought to notice that the Ombudsman putharsis on
the protection of different strata of population¢luding refugee
children, orphans, children deprived of parentalecahildren
suffering from different diseases, children witrsabilities and
took measures directed to the solution of their bjgms.
Participants were informed that, within the franfettee “Child
Year”, in order to improve the conditions of chédrreturned to
families within the framework of De-Institutionadiion Program,
the Ombudsman and her office personnel had initiatenitoring
as well as visits to homes for children with disigibs and,
summarizing the result of carried out work, hadt ggnposals to
concerned bodies.

Children and adolescents demonstrated learned isgsrc
including knowledge on primary military preparedsie<ivil
defense and first medical aid given by the officefsinternal
Forces and experienced coaches at camp with ryilsatriotism.
Winners, their coaches and team leaders were ad/andt
honorary diplomas and rewards. The Ombudsman jpates at
the prize-giving ceremony.

On the eve of Ramadan Holiday, the Ombudsman disite
boarding school #3 for deaf and dumb children araNii
district of Baku and participated in Charitable Biverganized
by the “Happy Future of Children” Public Union.

She stated that, according to European standards, o
caregiver should be assigned for every 6-7 childvegh mental
retardation and one caregiver for children with en@evere
disorders; within the country, one caregiver isigrssd for 18-
20 children, at the initial stage the number ofldi@n should

125



be reduced to 7-10 children for each caregiver.oAlshe
informed that taking into account working conditsorof
personnel in the children homes and boarding schable
forwarded relevant recommendations to the Cabinét o
Ministers on the increase in the salary of persbnne

The Ombudsman took an interest in health, mediealice
level, nutrition, and problems of sick children apdt forward
relevant recommendations for the Chief of the tagsaon.

The Ombudsman Office staff regularly participatessvents
organized on the initiative of “Origami” Childremé Adolescents
Public Union for children with disabilities and sai public
awareness on children’s rights.

In order to ensure children’s development, theghts to
participation and efficient organization of theg@idure time, the
Ombudsman suggests following proposals:

— To put more emphasis on the issue of self-managenten
within educational institutions, to ensure electiorbased
management, and to equip pedagogical staff, studisnand
their parents with capacity to influence the procss of
school management;

— To elect an Ombudsman Ambassador at every school;

— To create and improve Child’s Parliaments at all tle
schools;

— To adopt “The State Program on the Improvement of
Financial-Technical Basis of Out-of-school Instituibns”;

- To take measures (contests, exhibitions etc.) towas
identification of talented children;

— To enable children to benefit from Olympic Complexs
free of charge as well as to create hobby circlesorf
children and youth;

— To construct sport fields for children;

— To organize summer and winter camps.
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Analysis of Legislation on Children

Within the framework of the “Child Year”, the Omlardan
analyzed the legislation on children’s rights and forward a
number of proposals on the improvement of regutation
children rights enshrined in regulatory and lega$a

I. Recommendations on the Criminal Code of the Repalic of
Azerbaijan (CC):

1. In the Article 79.1, the word "eight” shall be rapéd by
the word “fourteen”;

2. The Article with the following contents shall be
incorporated in General Part of CC:

Article 79-1. Exemption of minors from criminal higity.

Minors under the age of 14 shall not be held cratiynliable
for committed crime. The liability for committediere shall
be regulated in accordance with the Regulations tlomn
competence of concerned bodies and (or) relevaundatons
of the CC and Criminal-Procedural Code;

3. The title of the Article 170 shall be amended tire
following manner:

Instigating minors under the age of fourteen orlestents to
crime;

4. In Articles 170.1, 170.2 and 170.3, before therds

“adolescents” the words “minors under the age obi'4shall
be added,;
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5. In the Article 47.4.3, the word “eight” shalé¢ replaced
by the word “fourteen”;

6. In theArticle 85.3, the words “from forty to one hundred
and sixty hours” shall be replaced by words “framrty to
one hundred and twenty hours”.

II. Recommendations on Criminal-Procedural Code ofthe
Republic of Azerbaijan:

1. In the Article 428.2, after the word “up to”, wordsdth
reached the age of fourteen, but” shall be added;

2. The Article 428.3 with the following amendmetiial be
added to the Criminal-Procedural Code:

“Minors under the age of 14 are the persons wheefia
reached the age of criminal liability. The liakylfior severe or
extremely severe crimes committed by them shall be
addressed in accordance with the Article 435-hisf Code”;

3. In the Article 7 (Main Definitions of CriminalfBcedural
Legislation), the definitions “minors” and “juveas” shall be
defined in a more precise manner.

[ll. Recommendations on the Civil Code of the Repulic of
Azerbaijan:

1. In the Article 38.7, the word “on guardianshigiall be
replaced by the word “on trusteeship”;

2. In the Article 29.1, the replacement of expressiThe
agreement reached by such juvenile” by the exprs$Such
agreement reached by juvenile” would conform witte t
grammatical and logical rules;
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3. In the Article 1120.2, the words “but not lgbsmn six
AZN” shall be withdrawn and the sentence with faliog
contents shall be added therein:

“The compensation for inflicted loss shall be paidsed on
stated evidences for the days from the commencetitiethie
end of that incident”.

4. In the Article 1120.3, after the word “but”, therd “daily”
shall be added;

5. In the Article 1121.1, replacements of sentecease of
death of victim (head of family), the following gens have
rights to receive the compensation» with the foitayvone
will be more expedient in terms of grammar anddogi

“In case of death of victim (head of family), thellbwing
persons have the rights to claim the compensation”;

6. In the Article 1121.1.3, the words “hasn’t reedhhe age of
fourteen” shall be replaced by “hasn’t reached #ge of
fifteen”;

7. In the Article 1121.3.5, the words “under thee agf
fourteen” shall be replaced by the words “under glge of
fifteen”;

IV. Recommendations on the Code of Administrative @ences
of the Republic of Azerbaijan:

1. The Regulation “Minor” shall be added to relev&hapter
of the Code and its definition shall be identifiad follows
therein:

“Persons who haven't reached the age of fourtegheatime
of committing a crime shall be considered as mihors
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2. In the Article 30.2, the words “women having Idhen
under the age of eight” shall be replaced by thede/bwomen
having children under the age of fourteen”, whilerds “men
who bring up child under the age of eight alonealkive
replaced by “men who bring up child under the agl®warteen
alone”;

3. The Provision “The Responsibility of Person WH&s Not
Reached the Age of Administrative Responsibilityials be
added to the Code.

V. Recommendations on the Labour Code of the Repuibl of
Azerbaijan:

1. According to the paragraph 1 of the Article 1@5the
Labour Code, working women are entitled to paid ematy
leave for 126 calendar days (70 calendar daysridplivery
and 56 calendar days for post-delivery period) gog- and
post-delivery period. In case of the complicatidndelivery,
birth of two or more children, post-delivery leageextended
to 70 calendar days. It shows that men are notieshtio paid
leave in connection with pregnancy and child-bioththeir
wives (for the purpose of taking care for them)efdfore, in
accordance with the Convention No0.183 of the Iratomal
Labour Organization, the inclusion of provision entitling
men, along with women, to paid social leave in @mtion
with pregnancy and childbirth of their wives in thabour
Code would be expedient. Apart from being an imgrarstep
towards more efficient ensuring and strengtheniogias
rights of family, in a whole, and children, it woutontribute
to the elimination of existing discrimination antequality in
these relationships;
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2. In the first section of the Article 249 (Age Limfor
Employment), words “as a rule” shall be eliminated;

3. The section 2 of the Article 249 shall be editedthe
following manner:

“Students of secondary schools, vocational trgrsohools,
lyceums and secondary vocational institutions whaveh
reached the age of 14 are allowed, at out-of-sctiod, to be
involved in hand-on training which doesn’t inflidamage on
their health upon the consent of their parents ersgns
substituting them”.

4. The section 2 of the Article 258 (Labour relafoat
Individual Agricultural (farming) Industries and rRdy
Enterprises) shall be edited in the following manne

“2. Adolescents under the age of 15 are not akbwee be
involved in work at family enterprises. Adolescemiso have
not reached the age of 15, but not below the adelafan be
involved in vocational training courses contribgtino
instilling labour skills”. It should be noted thaproposed
changes are in line with Section V of the Articlé &f the
Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan and treagraph
1 of the Article 7 of the Section Il of the Europe8ocial
Treaty.

VI. Recommendations on the Family Code of the Replib of
Azerbaijan:

1. Referring to the requirements of the Articleofl the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Aetit6.2
(child engagement and marriage have no legal footdhe
Convention on the Elimination of All the Types of
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Discrimination Against Women, in order to ensureiaiy
between women and men in family relationship, ituldobe
expedient to identify the minimum marriage age ia@men
and men in the Article 10 of the Family code (Mage age)
as 18 and allow entering into marriage at age behasvlimit
only by complying with the requirements envisaged tihe
Article 28.4 of the Civil Code of the Republic okérbaijan.;

2. The harmonization of the Article 57 of the Famode
(The Rights of Adolescent Parents) with the Artitlef the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Aetit6.2

(child engagement and marriage have no legal footdhe

Convention on the Elimination of all Types of Disamnation

Against Women would be appropriate. Keeping thetroead

article of the Family Code as it is, creates tlgaléasis not
for prevention of early marriages but to the spre&dduch
cases, what is unacceptable.;

3. Taking into account the necessity of ensurirgyrtiinimum
living conditions for adolescents, it is of greatportance to
make relevant changes to the Articles 76.1.1, 26.76.1.3
and 76.3 of the Family Code. These Articles shalamended
in the following manner:

“76.1.1. for a child — the amount not less tharf hahinimum
of subsistence level;

76.1.2. for two children — the amount not less thaninimum
of subsistence level;

76.1.3. for 3 or more children — the amount nos lésan 2
units of minimum subsistence level”.

76.3. The amount of these allowances cannot becegllut,
by taking into account intra-family and financiabgition of
concerned parties and other justified cases camdreased
based on a court decision”;
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4. According to the Article 126.1 of the Family &pdn order
to ensure the confidentiality of the case of adoptiupon
Adopter’s request, Adoptee’s place of birth and dage of
birth can be changed not later than 3 months. Véendihat,
since this provision and other pertaining provisiamply the
fabrication of documents and they are out of linghwhe
Article 16 of the Convention on the Rights of theil@, their
withdrawal from legislation would be expedient. §hun
accordance with the requirement of mentioned Comwen
children cannot be the objects of arbitrariness dledal
intervention in realization of their rights to pensal and
family life or exposed to abasement of honour aigdity;

5. In the Section 7 of the Family Code “The appiara of

family legislation to family relations with the penipation of

expatriates and persons without citizenship” (Aesc 146-
157) it is important to incorporate separate provion state
control over and care for the citizens of the Réipubf

Azerbaijan adopted by foreign citizens and perserthout

citizenships. The task of ensuring control and eeithin the

country shall be delegated to relevant executivegodody,

while, outside the country, this task should bdilfed by

concerned executive power body (for instance, thateS
Committee on Diaspora Affairs) or by ensuring reocgal

coordination of activity of diplomatic representeti and
consulate of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the @ned

State.

It is necessary to envisage, in the system of roeet
measures, medical examination of minor adopteesugfir
relevant executive power body (for instance Miyistf
Health) on annual basis until the age of matuifpreover,
the system of measures shall include provision ba t
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prohibition of giving adoptees by adopters to othersons for
adoption (except parents and other close relatinesases
allowed by legislation).

VIl. Recommendations on the Law of the Republic of
Azerbaijan “On the Rights of the Child”™:

1. In the Atrticle 4, after the words “prosecutordi®s”, the
words “the Commissioner for Human Rights of the @
of Azerbaijan (Ombudsman)” shall be added,;

2. The following paragraphs shall be incorporatetb ithe
Article 20: “The State, based on the right to propetakes
measures on realization of the right to housinghameless
children”;

“The children of different sex who have reached dlge of 9
are not allowed to live (to be transferred to) he tsame
room?”;

3. The following paragraph shall be added to thicksr 21:
“This right is also valid with respect to childrerfi persons
who, in manner stipulated by the legislation, weeerived of
parental rights, persons with limited ability osalbility”;

4. The provision named “The inadmissibility of \eace,
torture and inhuman treatment of children” shallibheluded
in the Law;

5. In the Article 30, after the words “martyr’s [chien”, the

words “including children born in family with stauof
martyr’s family” shall be added;
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6. The following note shall be incorporated conaggnthe
paragraph 2 of the Article 31 of the Law: «The tiegment of
the paragraph 2 of the Article 31 of the Law shadit
prejudice the requirement of the Article 6 (The &gy of
rights of children) of the same Law”;

7. The following paragraph shall be added to thicks 34:
“The provision of housing to graduates without plaof
residence upon the attainment of the age of mgturit

8. The words “who have not reached 15” shall béndvawn
from the paragraph 3 of the Article 37 of the Law;

VIIl. Recommendations on the Law “On Feeding of Inants
and Young Children”:

1. The Article 3.0.4 shall be edited as follows:
“exercising state and (or) public control over fagital food
products”;

2. In the Article 4.90, after the word “to mothethe words
“non-substitutive” shall be added;

3. In the Article 5.2, the words “under the ageook year”
shall be replaced by words “under the age of theses”;

4. The paragraph 5.3 with the following content lishwee
incorporated in the Article 5:

“5.3. Woman with child under the age of three angtled to
receive monthly social allowance in the amounttdéast half
a salary received before maternity leave until édateaches
the age of three”;

5. It is necessary to generalize and submit to e bodies
the information on activity of relevant executivewer bodies,
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including NGOs controlling the implementation ofettaw.
Therefore, the incorporation of Chapter of provisio
regulating public relations in the Law would be edjent;

6. The Article 12 (Limitations imposed on producess
distributors) of the Law shall be withdrawn. Thusentioned
article can create artificial obstacles in impletaéion of
Objectives and Obligations of the Law and causeraber of
negative cases, including corruption.

Generally, while working in the field of childrenigghts, the
Ombudsman places a great emphasis on institutieaknd with
children. Within the frame of this cooperation, theference is
given to monitoring of the implementation of chédfs rights,
conduction of joint events, and taking measures atd
realization of recommendations.

Thus, as it is seen from above, the CommissioneHtonan
Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan is acting as important
intrastate right defender without replicating therkv of and
substituting other state bodies working in thedfief children’s
rights

In order to ensure the protection of children’shtgy to
improve social state of children, to ensure thet egrests of
children, to initiate changes in addressing probleiaced by
children, and to build “Azerbaijan fit for childrén the
Ombudsman deems that the following measures shzutchrried
out.
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Final recommendations and proposals
Recommendation to the Parliament of the RepublicAaferbaijan:

To make changes and amendments to legislative @tts
considering the person under the age of 18 asl@ichiegislative
and other legal-normative acts;

The Article 1 of the Law of the Republic of Azerjaa “On
the Rights of the Child” states “The rights andigdions of
children enshrined in this Law are referred to gysrson under
the age of 18 (the age of maturity) and who arefalty able-
bodied.» According to the Convention on the Rigiftshe Child
acceded by the Republic of Azerbaijan in the ydet992, every
person under the age of 18 shall be consideredd The Article
151 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerhaijstates that if
discrepancy emerges between judicial acts incluked national
legislation and international treaties acceded bg {iState,
international treaties will prevail. Taking thistanaccount, in
order to define lower age limit of youth as 18sirecommended
to make amendments and changes to relevant Law;

To ratify the Convention of the Council of Europa the
Protection of Children from Sexual Exploitation ahlouse;

In order to ensure more reliable protection of tsgbf family,
women and children at the Parliament, includingrtaarization of
national legislation with relevant International iventions, to
establish a “Specialized Committee on Family, Woneerd
Children’s Affairs” for the purpose of adoption ndegislative
acts if necessary and making relevant changesaeddments to
existing ones;

In accordance with international experience, wittia frame
of the state budget to define “Child Friendly Butige

To fully restructure working principle, compositioand
competences of the commissions and make changesetcant
Statute in order to supply commissions on affairadolescents

137



and protection of their rights with necessary huraad technical
resources for smooth operation in the field of @cton of
children’s rights;

To make changes to relevant Law on aggravating the
punishment for committing acts mentioned in theicdt 152 of
the Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan ander to
prevent the cases of early marriage;

To make changes and amendments to the Family Cnde o
increasing the age of marriage for women and mam®to

To make changes and amendments to existing laasar to
prevent negative impact of information obtainedchiytdren from
mass media, internet sites and other means on gisgichological
status and the cases of violation of rights of dikih in mass
media;

To strengthen existing mechanism for ensuring riéitetion,
integration into society and development of lifédskof minors in
conflict with law;

Aiming at guaranteeing the examination by psychistogf
psychological constitution of children before imtegyation at
police bodies and presence of psychologist duntgriogation, to
make relevant changes to legislation;

Since the needs of children who have lost the leéddmily
or children with disabilities differ from normal ibdiren, it is
necessary to make changes and amendments to ielevan
legislation for the purpose of granting allowandes both
children who have lost the head of family and dieild with
disabilities;

In order to prevent the public disclosure of infatman on
identity of minor offenders and children-victims@fmes without
their (if he/she has reached the age of 14) orr thegal
representatives’ permission, to make changes amsh@ments to
relevant legislation;
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To make changes and amendments to relevant law for
considering existence of children in family at gasig targeted
social assistance;

To define for parents (persons) taking a child wunde
guardianship from children homes and boarding alshtump-
sum allowances and regular allowances until matade of a
child and allowance for children who have lostitlparents and
are deprived of parental care;

To make changes and amendments to legislationtigthriew
of taking measures on allocation of special finahassistance to
families with twins and triplets, assigning caregs/ for the
children under the age of one, the provision ofiséasce to
pregnant women and women with infants;

To make changes and amendments to relevant legrslan
the provision of children with state insurance wiltle purpose of
the protection of their health;

To held Parliament sessions on children’s rightshvihe
participation of children themselves.

Adoption of under-mentioned laws is recommended:

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On judicidéfense
of children”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Juvenlilestice”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Domestic
Violence”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On the Potien of
Children from Corporal Punishment”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On the Potien of
Children from all Types of Violence”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Reproduet
Health”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Arranging
Leisure Time of Children”;

139



The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Provision
Social Rights of Children”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Preventaf all
Types of Discrimination against Children”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Compeiwabf
Financial and (or) Psychological Damage InflictedGhildren”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Procedafe
Identification of Talented Children”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Regulgtithe
Participation of Children in Cultural Events”;

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Provision
Children’s Rights to Property”;

Measures recommended to relevant executive powelids

To develop state program on children’s rights wiité view of
conducting coordinated, efficient and qualitativerkvin order to
take measures towards protection of the rights eddple from
different categories enlisted in Section IlI of idagal Action Plan;

Similar to the adoption of the Declaration “Worldt For
Children” by the UN General Assembly and the Detian “Europe
fit for Children” by the Council of Europe and déysment of
special strategy on children’s rights at the Euampegnion, to adopt
long-term Strategic Program “Azerbaijan fit for @nen”;

Taking into account large number of cases conagpétyment of
alimony imposed by a court decision for child suppo create and
apply the mechanism of payment of alimony by theteSSocial
Protection Fund (or “Alimony Fund” created at tt@ncerned state
body and financed by state) which should be pagkdban court
resolution decision by defendant to claimant, mregithat later on the
alimony is recovered by the State from debtornmeadatory manner;

Similar to education sector, to adopt “Program oedtraging
Medical Personnel in Employment at Medical Fae#itin Rural
Areas” in health sector;
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To carry out discussions with state bodies andguv@rnmental
institutions  on recommendations concerning netegeport of the
Republic of Azerbaijan on the Convention on then&gf the Child
and to take measures on elimination of mentiohed®mings and
implementation of recommendations;

Taking into account the Convention on the Rightshef Child
and its complementary protocol to held internafimwaference on
the theme “Children in War and Armed Conflicts”;

To held conversations with state bodies and pigittutions on
implementation of the “Child Friendly Cities” praefe which is
highly appreciated worldwide;

In order to ensure pro-active involvement of citgen donor
campaign, to establish the “National Donor’s Dagtl dheld blood
giving campaign for blood bank;

According to the last recommendation of the UN @Guttee on
the Rights of the Child, to create Devinfo databeserder to
establish a system on collection of comprehensiaistical
information on children;

To incorporate special education program on juvgusiice
administration within Baku State University, Nakihvem State
University and special curriculums within trainimgnters of the
Ministry of Justice, Police Academy of the Ministof Internal
Affairs and other higher educational institutions;

To establish a special commission at temcerned executive
body on the development of juvenile justice systenf\zerbaijan
with the participation of all concerned state bedieational and
international institutions;

Considering the problem of children in conflict kvittw as a
priority issue, to develop the “State Program ornr Haial of
Adolescents (Juvenile Justice”) which stipulatdsnta preventive
measures through involvement of concerned bodmesjrieag the
application of alternative methods of upbringinghabilitation
measures and preventive work while children atbenCorrectional
Institution, in order to ensure his/her reintegmatiinto society
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following discharge from institution, ensuring rigio personal life
for the children in the Correctional Institutiongsefsonal clothes,
shelf, stuff etc.), ensuring their education, iragnof specialized
judicial personnel and advocates, the formatiomediation institute
and other important measures pertaining to thid; fie

Aiming at increasing the efficiency of the proce$sorrection
and upbringing at children Correctional Institutiom establish and
expand the cooperation of the institution with figrand public;

To strengthen control over quality of products analitative
preparation of meal within children Correctionatitution;

To take necessary steps towards further improvenaént
vocational education and vocational preparednesisinnvchildren
Correctional Institution;

To accompany persons discharged from the Correttion
Institution to the place of residence, to provigen with employment
and housing, to address conscription related prahléo patronize
children who lost their parents and were deprivigegheental care, and
to render assistance for children within the peobetlease;

To held discussions of educative nature, take piewee
measures within educational institutions, and spesthools for
children with behavioral disorders in order to catnthe cases of
delinquency;

Aiming at arranging and strengthening social ptaiac of
orphans and children deprived of parental careemsdring gradual
solution of the problem, to establish Social Relitabon Centers
with the capacity of provision of social assistatcechildren and
ensuring their return to families, Crisis Centensdhildren exposed
to violence, Asylums for Children and Adolescentsl Centers for
the Children Deprived of Parental Care, to crehte rietwork of
entities and services under state social protettomhes, to transfer
children from State Training-Fostering Institutiadogamilies for the
purpose of ensuring their sustainable developmentfamily
environment and integration into society, to aeand apply the
mechanism on the provision of alternative care tndncrease,
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according to need, the amount of financial meanbet@llocated
from state budget for taking measures stipulatedi@vant programs
for the implementation of mentioned work;

To create special Juvenile Police Agency withinNheistry of
Internal Affairs consisting of children inspect@nsd establish child
room within every district police department andwee separate
entrance to these rooms;

To create special centers within the Ministry detnal Affairs
for the issuance of identification cards for thédrbn with unknown
parents;

To explore international experience on the intatiog of
children-victims of sexual violence and to applwithin the country
in child-friendly manner taking into account lopaculiarities;

To prevent the disclosure of personal information minor
offenders and adolescents exposed to violence wtitmaving their
(if she/he has reached the age of 14) or theirl lagaignee’s
permission;

To ensure that the broadcasting of news and T\&gpoimoting
cruelty at time other than specially assigned fos purpose are
accompanied with “Prohibited for the view of chddt and other
warning signs;

To develop regular programs on different childtedasubjects
on TV channels;

To allocate monthly children’s rights hours at Thaanels;

In order to ensure the rights of persons with disaks and
create conditions for their free movement, to qoicsramps within
cities and districts;

To review the legal status of Guardianship and t€aship
Institutions and to ensure their transformation independent state
bodies;

To create database on children given from stat#uitisns to
biological and alternative families;

To explore intra-family environment, financial pgasi, living
condition, psychological status of family and clukfore the transfer of
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child from institution to family and to give chilth family only if
favorable conditions for his/her upbringing andedepment is ensured;

In order to exercise control over condition of dreh given to
families and prevent their evasion of school, tads¢he list of
children given to families by districts to the Corasions of Affairs
of Adolescents and Protection of Their Rights attkecutive power
body of that district, to receive information oreithconditions on
regular basis until they reach the age of matauityt take measures
on covering their needs;

To increase the amount of monthly allowance (25 Agald to
guardians (trustees) of orphans and children deghi¥ parental care
to the level enabling to cover basic needs;

To spread the knowledge on reproductive health;

To advocate healthy lifestyle;

To raise public awareness campaigns on feedinpiloren with
breast-milk, iodized salt, and micro-supplements;

To fully cover the need of children with diabetes Liantus
medicine;

To increase food expenditure provided to kindeeyest
boarding schools and children homes;

To increase furthermore the amount of allowandesated for
the children of conscripts, martyrs, disabled semwien, persons
who became disabled during January 20 events,sevéth | and 1
groups of disability of Chernobyl disaster, andleteased persons;

To increase the amount of allowances allocatedhéopiarents
and other legal assignees of children attractegdoial education for
the transportation of children to and from edwrsl institutions,
health and rehabilitation centers and medicalifes)

To assign at least 2 workers instead of one forye2@ children
with disabilities within boarding schools, and ogst 40% of
privileges for them;

To establish health units within the schools armgpsuthem with
necessary medicines and equipment;
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To prepare and teach relevant modules (programejder to
include the subject of “Child rights” at every aillof three-pillar
hierarchic children’s rights educational systeniv(I\V-VIII, IX-XI
grades respectively) at general educational schootke field of
education of human rights;

Since “The Program on Education of Children in Nek8pecial
Care (with disabilities)” is nearing to completithis year, to prepare
the similar program for the next years;

Since “The program on pedagogical staff acquisition the
network of general educational schools of the RigpobAzerbaijan
for the years of 2005-2009” of the Cabinet of Migtis is nearing to
completion this year, to prepare the similar progfer the next years;

To replace hobby groups by human rights groupshatas;

To place more emphasis on self-management witkiis¢hools,
to ensure election-based school management, to vesnpo
pedagogical staff, students and their parents flaeimce school
management process;

To elect Ombudsman’s Ambassador at each school;

To create and improve the work of Children’s Pexbat at all
schools;

To held public hearings within the country unde thotto “Let
us hear children”;

By taking into account the age of schoolchildren ptint the
Convention on the Rights of the Child in the forfnbooklets and
distribute among all schools;

To further improve the operation of parents anddestts
committees functioning within the schools;

In order to identify children of school age drogpiout of the
school, to carry out survey and by addressing tbblgms of those
children to enroll them to education in a new aoaderear;

For increasing the efficiency of primary militaryeparedness
disciplines in the schools to supply them with alsaids;

To improve conditions of children libraries and aciate them;
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To take measures (competitions, exhibitions eta) the
identification of talented children;

To adopt “State Program on the Improvement of Firadn
technical basis of out-of-school facilities;

To enable children to benefit from Olympic compkexeee of
charge and create hobby groups for children anthyou

To harmonize sport halls in the schools with updte standards
and supply them with modern equipment;

To construct sports-grounds for children;

To organize summer and winter camps;

To improve the activity of vocational schools;

To include children with physical and mental difaés in
inclusive education and provide necessary physieans;

To create children-related sections at web-sittaié bodies;

To create web portah the Azerbaijani language reflecting all
valuable information for children;

To create and support NGOs dealing with women aiidren’s
affairs at every district;

To broadcast social breaks (advertising) on childreights at
TV channels and on screens sited on the streetdpasite banners,
posters and other promotion materials in cities distficts of the
country;

In order to instill the sense of patriotism in dndn to held
country-scale military competition on June 26, bey of Armed
Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan;

Every year on November 20, to initiate competitigvhat did
we do for the best interests of children?” amorfigidint institutions
(state bodies, NGOs and international organizations

To held “The Month of Children’s Rights” on differetopics
under the motto “Azerbaijan fit for children”;

146



Recommendations to Judicial Authorities:

To create special juvenile prosecutor office at @eneral
Prosecutor Office in order to deal with the crintitases of
minors;

In accordance with the recommendations of the UN

Committee on the Rights of the Child to establistepile court
system composed of trained professionals;

Recommendations to mass media and NGOs:

To broadcast social breaks and advertising on diiecacy of
children’s rights on TV channels;

To carry out measures on raising public awarenes e
Institutionalization program.

In spite of the measures taken in the country e ftald of
children’s rights protection and promotion, probtemstill exist
and proactive participation and cooperation ofestawdies with
local and international non-governmental institngias obligatory
for development and implementation of integral tegg on
children’s rights.

The main objective of all these measures is to renswre
reliable protection of rights and interests of dteh. The
implementation of recommended measures will sevethe
realization of this objective and building of Azaijan fit for
children.
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