
 

 

Please note that there will be no live question and answers due to time constraints. Participants 
may however submit relevant questions to Franky Lwelela (FrankyAorc@pprotect.org)  or 

Marion Adonis (MarionAorc@pprotect.org)  by 10:00 on Monday, 25 May 2026 or use the Q & 
A function during the webinar. Time has been allocated for a response to questions raised 

before and during the session. If there is insufficient time to respond to all, the questions and 
answers will be posted on our website www.aoma.ukzn.ac.za. 
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Mr. Christian Friess holds a Bachelor of Laws 
from the University of Luxembourg, a Master's 
degree in European Comparative Law from the 
University of Strasbourg, and a Master of Laws 
(LL.M.) from the University of Hamburg. He began 
his professional career as a legal officer at the 
Luxembourg Ministry of Justice, where he 
represented Luxembourg as a national expert in 
negotiations within the Council of the European 
Union. He subsequently joined Luxembourg’s Office 
for Whistleblowers (Office des signalements), 
gaining extensive expertise in whistleblower 
protection and reporting mechanisms at both the 
national and international levels. In this capacity, he 
participated in EU expert meetings and contributed 
to the activities of the Network of European Integrity 

and Whistleblowing Authorities (NEIWA). Since October 2025, he has been serving at the 
Ombudsman of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, where he continues to work on issues relating 
to good administration, citizens' rights, and public accountability. 

 

Mr. Tom MillettDeputy Ombudsman, Public 
Interest Disclosures and Complaints Handling 
System Oversight BA (Hons), LLB (Hons).Tom 

commenced as Deputy Ombudsman, Public 
Interest Disclosures and Complaints Handling 

System Oversight in September 2025. Tom has 
worked in the office since 2006, with a period at 

the Law Enforcement Conduct Commission from 
2021–23. He has worked across a range of areas, 
including police oversight, project and corporate 

roles and as Executive Officer to two former 
Ombudsman. Most recently, he was the Manager 

of the Complaints Handling System Review Unit. 

 
 

 
Ms. Klaas Vansteenkiste is a forensic auditor at the 
federal Ombudsman of Belgium, working within the 

Integrity Centre. He handles confidential whistleblower 
reports and contributes to investigations into integrity 

violations in the federal public sector and, in the 
private sector, to the assessment and coordination of 

reports of breaches of law with competent authorities, 
and to the protection of whistleblowers against 
retaliation. Before joining the Ombudsman, he worked 

as a fraud investigator for the National Investigation 
Unit of the Belgian Federal Agency for the Safety of the 

Food Chain, where he focused on detecting and 
investigating food fraud. 

 
 

Hon. Emmanuel Sahr Tondoneh Esq. is the Ombudsman of 
the Republic of Sierra Leone and a distinguished Barrister and 
Solicitor of the High Court of Sierra Leone. He brings extensive 

expertise in corporate and commercial law, regulatory 
compliance, governance, and public accountability. He holds an 

LLB (Hons) from De Montfort University and an LLM 
(Distinction) in Corporate and Commercial Law from University 
of Dundee. He is also pursuing PhD research in corporate 

insolvency, focusing on creditor protection in cross-border 
proceedings. His career spans senior leadership roles in both 

public and private sectors, including State Counsel in the 
Attorney General’s Chambers of Sierra Leone, Head of Legal at 
Sierra Rutile Limited, and senior legal advisory roles in major 

mining corporations. He has led and advised on landmark 
mergers, acquisitions, and restructuring transactions worth 

billions of dollars. His advisory work includes collaboration with 
leading international firms and institutions such as BlackRock Plc, Webber Wentzel, Freshfields, 
and Clyde & Co. As Ombudsman, he brings strong leadership in governance, integrity, 

accountability, and oversight. He is widely respected for his strategic legal insight and 
commitment to justice.. 
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